This essay will describe the key features of a Feminist theory and how it relates to Contemporary society. Feminism is a conflict theory which advocates for sociological movements that aim to challenge inequalities faced by women, because of their sex. Feminism is a fundamental property of society because the movement supports equal rights for women in all forms including their social, economic, political, and legal rights. Feminism has been instrumental in our understanding of Equality and Human rights.
Feminism is important in society because it has taken a long time for women to be recognised as an important part of civilization. Many professions are considered as a Men’s position and appear to have minimal representation of women in such workplaces. There are multiple industries that appear to be dominated by men. Some examples of male dominated industries include financial service industries, IT and software industries and construction industries, to name a few. Several authors have considered the effect that Male dominant industries have on Women. One Study suggested that Women in male dominated industries, feel more obliged to adapt their leadership styles and were at a higher risk of poor mental health (Gardiner and Tiggermann, 2010). 
 There are various misconceptions in relation to Feminism. Historically this has resulted in people of influence avoiding the term feminist, because of the lack of understanding regarding the term. Some common misconceptions have been the assumption that Feminism is a Females fight to be more powerful than men. Which is followed by another common misconception that Feminism is merely just women hating men. A third popular misconception is the idea that only women can be Feminists when in fact, men can also be Feminists. Feminism is commonly distinguished by the inequality between men and women. However, when investigating further it becomes evident that Feminism is a Macro perspective ideology. Feminism considers issues such as Classism, Racism, Gender inequalities and Sexism a global issue, instead of the belief that it only exists in specific places or communities (Bronfen and Kavka, 2001).
Typically, there are four main forms of Feminist theory, however, there have been many more interpretations. The most recognised forms Liberal Feminism, Socialist Feminism, Radical Feminism and cultural. Several studies have documented the different perspectives on the various definition of Feminism. Feminist movements are usually referred to as waves. These are known as the Four Waves of Feminism. The first wave began during the late 19th century and into the early 20th century.  The second wave surfaced during the 1960’s and ran straight through to the 90’s. Next came the third wave which emerged midway through the 90’s and finally the fourth wave which arrived during the early 2010’s to present time (Dicker and Piepmeier, 2003).
Liberal Feminism otherwise known as Mainstream Feminism, emerged during the first wave of Feminism during the early 18th and 19th centuries. Unlike other Feminist movements, the Liberal Movement insinuates that society is continuously evolving and that men and women are actively working towards equality every day. Liberal Feminism has raised many controversial opinions between activists throughout the centuries. Research suggests that this stems from the beliefs Liberal Feminists have. For example, Liberal Feminists believe that the democratic capitalist system would create legislation, regarding ill treatment or victimization of an individual’s gender to protect women from oppression (Almeder, 1994).
 Liberal Feminists evidence their theory by examining existing laws such as The Sex Discrimination Act 1975 which made workplace discrimination by gender illegal (Bamforth, 1993). Liberal theorists do not believe that discrimination against women arises from gender inequality but in contrast they are systematically oppressed by their social conditions such the ability to have access to education (Donner, 1993). In comparison to Radical Feminism, Liberal Feminists do not seek to create a new system but wish to amend the system already existing. 
Socialist Feminism is also known as Marxist Feminism, due to its association with the Karl Marx theory. It has been established that a socialist perspective, considers Feminism to be a leading cause of challenging social structures and contesting equality between genders. The theory explores the relationship between unfair treatment of women and capitalism (Armstrong, 2020). Marxist Feminists are opposed to Capitalism and have beliefs that an anti-capitalist system would be advantageous. Research indicates that Marxist Feminists believed in a classless society and from their point of view, this would end exploitation of women through Capitalism. Historically, women have been the main source of domestic labour in a family home and have provided it to their families with nothing in return. For instance, during the 1840’s a Women’s role in the home was to fulfil all roles and responsibilities within the home. Examples of the domestic labour provided by women in the home included; all aspects of housekeeping, raising children and being an emotional support for the male in the home. 
It is clear to see that the two genders were segregated and expected to complete roles that fitted their society’s expectations of them. Men were seen as the more dominant species and would go to work to bring home a wage. However, Marxist theorists believe that women providing free labour to their families, could be beneficial to Capitalists as they are then providing a wage to only one person in the household. One study suggests that Women are reproducing children and raising them to be the next generation of political workers, with no fee or recognition for themselves. 
A significant analysis and discussion on the subject was presented by Fran Ansley during 1972, her analysis was that women were at increased risk of Domestic Violence due to men being exploited by capitalism at work. Fran Ansley’s perspective was that men would release their frustrations at home against their partners, which would increase the rates of domestic violence. Previous studies have drawn attention to evidence which states that domestic violence was already apparent before capitalism existed. Susan Brownmiller a Feminism activist became another well know public figure after sharing her insight on rape in one of her best selling books. The book was Published during 1975’s during the second wave of Feminism. The contents included Brownmiller holding men in power, accountable for their actions. In her words she explained her belief that rape was a political problem, and insinuated that men commit sexual violence to keep women in fear of them (Brownmiller,2005).
 Other sources critique Marxist Feminism as they identify the flaws of the theory, including avoiding discussions about the links between inequality with Race, Sex and Disability and solely focussing on the relationship with Capitalism. 
Radical Feminism first made an appearance during 1960’s during the Civil Rights Movement. This form of Feminism occurred during what is known as the second wave. Another substantial change in history came from the same era when The Equal Pay Act of 1963 was passed. This was a considerably large movement for Feminism as it became law to discriminate an employee through their sex in relation to their wages (Burns and Burns, 1973). This was a big victory for Radical Feminists who acknowledged that in the centuries before, females were oppressed by men and had the opportunity to work in the same roles as males, but for considerably less money. Radical Feminism campaigned for a variety of women’s issues including Abortion Rights which advocated for elective abortion to become legal. Additionally, Radical Feminists were also an advocate for the Equal Rights Amendment which suggested that sex should not be considered when determining rights for men or women (Arrington and Kyle, 1978). 
Data from several studies suggest that Radical Feminism blames Men for the inequalities directed at women. For example, Radical Feminists believe that society is predominantly ruled by men. Radical Feminism recognizes the patriarchal system which is a system in which Men are the dominant gender and hold power over women, therefore resulting in social inequality. The aim of the movement is to abolish the idea that men are of more significance than women and bring balance to the inequalities of economic and political structures and end all oppression on women by men. It can be said that Radical Feminists believe the only way to liberation would be to completely remodel social structure. Thompsons comparative study (2001) found that the first radical Feminists who believed men dominated women, did not support their analysis through factual evidence but instead, just insisted it was imbedded in our histories. 
Cultural Feminism was first introduced during 1975. Cultural Feminism focuses on the different perspectives of men and women and how this contributes to their place within society. According to their view, men and women have different objectives and see the world dissimilar to one another. Cultural Feminists have argued that a women’s insight should be superior to a men’s insight. However, unlike Radical Feminists they have the opinion that equality could be accomplished through the appreciation of a woman’s presence. Critiques found that Cultural Feminism encouraged individuals to focus less on politics and more on the lifestyle of a woman (Taylor and Rupp, 1993). 
Echols (1983) shared her critique on Cultural Feminism and argued that Cultural Feminists gave an unfair characterisation on criticism. Echols (1983) deemed females who disagreed with them as being an unsupportive and unsisterly. In recent years, studies have shown that those in favour of the Cultural Feminist movement, believe that legal construct today is dominated by men. However, if it was dominated by women, then society would see a substantial change in the retributive justice system. Turnier and Conover (2009) comprehensive review concluded that men and women have different approaches to societal change and legal solutions could be made more ethically if a woman’s approach was considered as opposed to a men. Their argument suggests that a woman’s approach is more communitarian, in comparisons to a man’s approach. As they believe a man will make decisions based on individual autotomy instead. 
To conclude it appears that Feminism has many different forms, supported by various different theories. This essay has examined four different types of Feminist theory including Liberal Feminism, Marxist Feminism, Radical Feminism and Cultural Feminism. Each ideology has challenged individual parts of society. Some focussed on the effect Capitalism has on gender equality, whereas others concentrated on female identify and how females differ to males, and if this had an ongoing effect on the way women were viewed in society. Over time, Feminism has evolved and since the 19th century a lot of victories have been won. Significant movements have replaced outdated theories however, the fight for liberation has continued throughout the centuries and Feminism has evolved into a much bigger revolution which is supported by millions of women around the world (Walby, 2011). Feminism has had a substantial impact on todays society and has successfully challenged inclusion and fought against gender discrimination whilst putting an end to sexism faced everyday by women. Women now have opportunities to seek education, vote in elections and be protected against discrimination in the workplace. All of which would not be possible without the Feminist movements which have been studied during this piece of academic writing (Phillips, 2009). 
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