Dissertation proposal
Aim of the study: to investigate the impact of viewing Disney movies on children’s prosocial behaviour.
Social cognitive theory: states that children learn from experience but also from observation of role models. 
General learning theory: highlights the development of attitudes and beliefs as a result of exposure to media.
The above theories suggest that children learn from exposure to behaviours and attitudesattitude, and that repeated and prolonged exposure increases and strengthens the learnt behaviours, therefore, exposure to media teaches our children about values and morals iffi they are viewing often and regularly. An extensive body of research investigating children’s television supports the theories above by demonstrating that children who view prosocial programmes display increased prosocial behaviours however, research into children’s films is limited.
Disney films have been researched to establish content and effect. Much of the research has resulted in negative findings with regards to the number of stereotypes depicted with regards to gender, age and culture. However, aMuch of this research is based on the older Disney films, however, Disney have produced films over the last 20 years that have aimed to correct these stereotypes with stronger female characters and male characters that exhibit more than the typical quality is of strength and bravery. 
A content analysis of prosocial behaviours in Disney films carried out by Padilla-walker (2013), showed that prosocial acts occurred at anab average of just over one act of prosocial behaviour every minute. Despite this, little research has been carried out to investigate how this exposure impacts on the viewers and what little research there is suggests that children who view Disney films do not show increases in prosocial behaviours such as Coyne et al (2016). 
Disney films are as popular as ever and children are continuing to watch both the new and old films on a regular basis, with many viewing the films repeatedly. If, as the theories suggest, children are learning from what they view it is important to investigate the impact Disney films are having on our children’s attitudes and behaviours.
Prosocial behaviour is said to have a positive impact on a child’s life by making them more popular and even impacting on academic achievements.
Thisthe first part of this study will be a partial replication of a study carried out by De Leeuw & Van der Laan (2017) and will aim to investigate the impact of viewing Disney films on children’s prosocial behaviours, specifically helping behaviour. Helping behaviour has been chosen as it is an act of prosocial behaviour that is often seen in Disney films and is a high cost prosocial act. In line with the theories discussed, the study will look at previous Disney exposure as a variable.  The study will also look at age groups, comparing 5-7 against 8-10 based on Kohlberg’s (1976) stages of moral development which states that from around 9 years old children enter the conventional level of moral development which means they start trying to live up to what is expected of them. Eisenberg (1992) also stated that children of this age become increasingly altruistic towards each other. Gender will also be used a variable as it has been demonstrated that gender differences in prosocial behaviour starts to occur from the age of 2 and in a study by Baillargeon et al., (2011) it was found that boys displayed significantly less helpful behaviour than girls from the age of 3-4, which is suggested to be the result of gender- differentiated socialisation practices. 
Hypotheses:
1) Participants will display more helpful behaviour following the viewing of clip A than they will following the viewing of clip B and C, and more helpful behaviour following the viewing of clip B than clip C but less than clip A. 
2) Those with higher levels of previous exposure will display more helpful behaviour.
3) Females will display more helpful behaviour than males.
4) Those aged between 8 and 10 will display more helpful behaviour than aged 5-7.

The second part of this study will aim to investigate if the newer Disney films are causing children’s to be less gender stereotypical in their attitudes than the older films. This study will also consider age and gender differences. 
Study 1 prosocial behaviour
designDesign
Experimental within measures design. IV’s will be a film clip (Disney helpful, Disney not helpful and non-Disney), age (5-7, 8-10),and gender (M, F) and ). DV will be scores of previous exposure to Disney films (often, hardly ever). help was given and length of time spent helping.
Participants
Members of Girlguiding and scouts, males and females aged between 5 and 10 years old. I will be aiming to have 2530 females aged 5-7, 25 females aged 8-10 and 2530 males aged 5-7 and 25 males aged 8-10. 
Materials
A questionnaire to determine age, gender and Disney viewing habits, that is, how often they spend viewing. and their preferred Disney films to establish old or new. Two clips from thea Disney film Moana , one showing a helpful act (A) the other showing no helping(yet to be determined which). One clip will show helping behaviour (B) and one clip from the cartoon Scooby Doo (C).  Moana has been chosen as it is a newer Disney film that appeals to both boys and girls. Scooby doo has been chosen as it is appreciated by girls and boys of all ages. Three tasks:the other will show no helping behaviour. A set of word search tasks, spot the difference and a make a word task. Video recorder to film the experiment.
Procedure
Consent will be gained from parents and group leaders prior to the experiment, along with information sheets.  During scheduled group meetings, children will be told that they are taking part in research exploring Disney movies and their opinions of them. Questionnaires will then be given to determine demographic information initial levels of prosocial behaviour and prior exposure to Disney movies.  All children will take part in all three levels, however as the children attend brownies/guides/scouts on different evenings, they will not all be viewing at the same time. Film clips will be shown over a series of meetings and will be counterbalanced. The children will be shown a 30 second clip and then sat in pairs and given a task to do. Following the showing of film clip A, a series of word searches to complete, film clip B a spot the difference and film clip C a make a word task.  They will be instructed that they are to complete as many of the puzzles as they can in a specified amount of time and that they must complete one before they can move onto the next. They will be told that they can ask for help from the person sitting next to them. The first puzzle will be easy, and both will find the answer. By the third task, one child of the pair will  be unable to solve the puzzle as there will be no way for them to do so, ensuring that they will require the help of the other child. Children will be observed to see how often help Is given and how much time is spent helping. Only one 1 child from each pair will be a participant.  The researcher will record how many times help is given and how much time is spent given help. To allow for accurate observation the task will be videoed so that the researcher can analyse the video and observe each of the pairs accurately. 
Results/analyses
A 3x2x2x2 within measures Anova will be used to analyse the findings along with a post hoc

AppendicesStudy 2 gender
Ethics:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Children will not be told the real reason for the experiment and will instead be told that they are taking part in an experiment exploring their Disney viewing habits and their attitudes about Disney films. This is to ensure their behaviour is as natural as possible. The last few questions of the survey are there to reinforce this deception. At no point will they be told the true nature of the study as it may cause unnecessary psychological harm to them if they were unhelpful throughout the task. 
All consent will be gathered from care givers and group leaders.
Information sheets will be provided to group leaders and care givers describing the study, the purpose, confidentiality and right to withdraw.
Debrief forms will be given to all caregivers.
Video footage will only be observed by the experimenter and the supervising 


Questionnaire 
Please complete the following survey

Name :

Are you:
Male                                                 Female

Age:


Do you watch Disney films:
More than once a week                    at least once a week                  at least once a month              Never 


Please tick next to your three preferred Disney films?

Cinderella                Beauty and the beast                   Pochahontas                Sleeping beauty


Mulan                     Frozen                       Brave                Moanna                         Peter Pan


Which one of the above have you seen the most times?



How many times have you seen it?

1-5            6-10         11-15       15+


Please state what you like the best about Disney films

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Tasks – yet to be created 
Design
Related experimental. IV’s will be period of films preferred (pre-2000/post 2000), age (5-7, 8-10) and gender (m/f). DV will be the scores for the two tasks combined
The same participants will take part in study 2. Information from the questionnaire will be used in this study. The children will be given activity sheets to complete. Activity 1 is a toy task activity. Children will be asked to indicate whether they would play with the toy a lot, sometimes or never. Activity 2 is an occupation task. Children will see the names of 15 occupations and will asked to indicate whether they believe they are occupations for males, females or both.
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