Aeneid commentary. Book VIII. Lines 138-153.

[footnoteRef:1]Mercury is your ancestor, whom the beautiful [footnoteRef:2]Maia conceived and bore on the cold heights of [footnoteRef:3]Cyllene; but if we trust anything we hear, [footnoteRef:4]Atlas, Atlas himself, the one who lifts the stars of the sky, procreated Maia. In this manner both our families branch out from only one blood. Relying on this I did not send ambassadors neither firstly through my skill or proof of you: I presented myself and my life and as suppliant I came to your house. [1: Mercury is an Italian god. He is identified with the Greek Hermes. He is the son of Jupiter and Maia. He is the messenger of the Gods.
]  [2:  Maia is one of the Pleiades or seven daughters of Atlas and Pleione. She became by Jupiter the mother of Mercury.
]  [3:   Cyllene is a mountain in the east of Arcadia. Is the birthplace of Mercury. ]  [4:  Atlas is a titan. He was condemned by Zeus to hold the sky his shoulder for the eternity.] 

The same Daunian race, which pursues you in war, pursues us; if they were to expel us, they believe that nothing will be missing, from their bringing the whole western land completely under their yoke, and with it the sea which washes everything above and below.
Accept and give good faith. We have strong hearts for the war, we have courage and young warriors who has been tested by (these) matters.
So Aeneas spoke. And Evander for some time had been examining at the face and eyes of his interlocutor and his whole body suffused with light.

These lines are part of the Book VIII of the Aeneid. In this book Aeneas has arrived to Latium after a long journey since Troy fell. Aeneas in the previous books has been wandering, persecuted by the goddess [footnoteRef:5]Juno because she was afraid her favourite city, which it was Carthage may fall. [5:  Juno is the wife and sister of Jupiter and the daughter of Saturn. She is enemy of the Trojans because she fears that Rome may destroy her city Carthage.] 

In this book Aeneas is looking for alliances for the wars in Italy. One of the most important alliances is the one which Aeneas stablishes with the king [footnoteRef:6]Evander. Previously Aeneas was sailing on the Tiber. Aeneas is furious  there is a war in the region  because of  [footnoteRef:7]Turnus. While sailing the king of the river: Tiberino appears to Aeneas when he is dreaming. Tiberino says to Aeneas to not be afraid. Tiberino advises to Aeneas to ally with the Evander, king of the Arcadians. [6:  Evander was the king of the Arcadians who settled in Latium.]  [7:  Turnus is the leader of Latin forces who oppose Aeneas.] 

So, Aeneas wakes up, he sails up the river when Evander notices him. Then, the king Evander wants to know who is coming but he is offering sacrifices to the gods, so his son Pallas doesn’t allow him to stop. Then, Pallas goes towards the ships and Aeneas announces him who is he and the reason of his arrival.
Aeneas declares that he is not worried about the Evander relationship with [footnoteRef:8]Menelaus and [footnoteRef:9]Agamemnon.  [8:  Menelaus. Brother of Agamemnon.  King of Sparta and husband of Helen of Troy.]  [9:  Agamemnon. King of Mycenae and the commander in chief of the Greek army during the war of Troy.] 

Aeneas said that being Evander’s father Mercury and Maia his grandmother, they are related.
So Evander accept to fight with Aeneas and promise him to go the following day.
However, Evander himself being an old man cannot accompany Aeneas to the war. He cannot neither give to Aeneas many men but speaks about a city which was betrayed by his leader named [footnoteRef:10]Mezentius . They expelled their king, nevertheless, they need to be led by a foreigner king in order to take revenge. Thus, Evander advises Aeneas to sail towards this city assuring him their man will join him. Evander offers to Aeneas his own son Pallas and four hundred more men. [10:  Mezentius. Exiled and cruel Etruscan King ally against Aeneas.] 

Meanwhile, [footnoteRef:11]Venus asks her husband [footnoteRef:12]Vulcan to manufacture weapons for Aeneas so he can give him a hand or assist him during the war. Therefore Vulcan goes to his workshop in the island of the [footnoteRef:13]cyclops and they star making the best weapons ever existed. They make too a seven plate shield. [11:  Venus. The Roman goddess of love, beauty, fertility and victory.]  [12:  Vulcan. The god of fire and the forge.]  [13:  Cyclops. Race of giants who are characterised for having single, large eye, in the centre of their forehead. ] 

These are some of the events in the life of Aeneas which are described in the Book VIII. 
As I said before Aeneas is not longer wandering, he is already in Latium and he is in the process of becoming a leader, which it would be better express in Latin, a “dux”.
It is common opinion, concerning the Aeneid, that his author [footnoteRef:14]Virgil wanted to, allegorically explain, through this masterpiece, the origin of the Roman empire. Moreover, one of the aims of Virgil was to attribute a mythological origin to Rome so the story of Aeneas would be considered as an authentic event on the formation of the future empire, therefore, it would absorbed other existing legends. In this point, it is easy to see that the Book VIII is the part of the Aeneid which best serves this purpose because the hero finds himself in Rome but it is not only this but at this stage Aeneas must inevitably face various wars and here Virgil is linking too Aeneas to the Rome emperor [footnoteRef:15]Augustus because same as the epic hero Augustus or Octavian as he was originally called (his politic enemies or those favourable to the Republic used to call him Octavian) had to go through various vicissitudes before he was able to found the “Principate”.  [14:  Virgil. Publius Vergilius Maro. Roman poet of the Augustian period. Is the author of the Aeneid, the Eclogues and the Georgic. ]  [15:  Augustus. The founder of the Roman empire. The first Roman emperor from 27 BC until his death in AD 14.] 

Truly, Rome was embroiled in a civil war for several years. This war starts when [footnoteRef:16]Iulius Caesar crossed the [footnoteRef:17]Rubicon with his legions after his alliance with [footnoteRef:18]Pompey broke down. We must remember that Rome was ruled by a Triumvirate consisting on Julius Caesar, Pompey and [footnoteRef:19]Crassus.  [16:  Iulius Caesar. 100 BC-AD44. Roman general, politician and writer, he conquered the Gaul.]  [17:  Rubicon. River in the north of Italy.]  [18:  Pompey. Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus. 106 BC-48BC. Military and political figure. He allied with Julius Caesar forming a triumvirate.]  [19:  Crassus. Marcus Licinius Crassus. 115-53BC. Roman general and statesman. He was considered the richest man of the history of Rome.] 

Iulius Caesar dies in 44 BC but the civil war in Rome continues. There are victories which may be seem decisive sometimes for one side, sometimes for the other but it is not until the battle of [footnoteRef:20]Actium when the Emperor Augustus defeats [footnoteRef:21]Mark Anthony that the “Principate” really starts so Rome became an Empire.  [20:  Actium. Greek town where a important naval battle took place in September 31BC]  [21:  Marc Anthony. Marcus Antonius. 14 January BC – 1 August BC. Roman politician and general, friend and ally of Julius Caesar during the Gallic Wars.] 

After this victory Augustus celebrated a triple  triumph in Rome in the 29 of August of the year 29 BC and here Virgil links this event with the Book VIII of the Aeneid because is on the 12 of August when Aeneas arrives to Rome.

But where it can truly be appreciated the link between the Book VIII of the Aeneid and the history of Rome and the figure of his emperor Augustus is in the shield which Vulcan has forged for Aeneas.
In this shield there are represented key scenes of the history of Rome. There are represented Romulus and Remus. We can see the female wolf suckling the twins. It is represented too the rape of Sabine woman when Romulus broke a peace treaty which sparked a war followed by a reconciliation. It is represented the siege by Porsenna. It is present too the Gallic invasions. Of course, it is reproduced on the shield the Battle of Actium when Augustus defeated Mark Anthony and Cleopatra. And finally there is the representation of August celebrating his triumph in Rome.

Now I am going to analyse some stylistic features.
Virgil use the dactylic hexametre.  I can see some alterations, the repetition of the “c” sound in the lines 138-139: quem candida Maia Cyllenae gelido conceptum verice fudit”, for instance, in the line 142, in the repetition of the “s”, when it says: “sick genus amborum scindit se sanguine”.
I see another alteration in the repetition of the “m” in the line 144, when the text says: “me, me ipse meumque”.
Virgil uses anaphora, I can see it when Aeneas is numbering their ascendants, he repeats Maia and he repeats too Atlas. And as I indicate he repeats too “me”.
Virgil uses the pluperfect “dixerat”) to end his speech with is an epic convention.

Bibliography.
Dickinson College Commentaries.

Perseus Digital Library.
Grandsen, K.W., Virgil, Aeneid Book VIII.













