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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


Safeguarding procedures that involve children in Wales and nationally are governed by legal frameworks and statutory procedures. These are in place to Protect children at risk of Abuse and neglect. There is a statutory duty for social workers and other professionals to work to ensure the Welfare and safety of children and young people. Legislation and Policies are in place to guide and inform practice.
Safeguarding procedures in Wales are governed by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA). The act provides the legal framework for promoting the well-being and safeguarding. The act sets of legalities specific to children’s services. It puts a duty on local authorities to asses children in need and to promote their welfare. (Welsh Government, 2014). This includes their physical, mental, and emotional well-being, as well as their protection from harm. The Act promotes early intervention and preventative measures
The act encourages multi agency working to safeguarding children and focuses on working with children, families aiming for preventative measures before harm occurs.
Safeguarding procedures in Wales are also guided by the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019). These procedures steps that professionals need to follow when there are concerns raised about a child’s safety. The procedures include statutory guidance for care planning, allocation of resources and child protection conferences. These are in place to ensure that Children are safe guarded and that their needs are adequately met. 

Legislation that is also relevant to Wales and the UK is the Children Act 1989. This is the overarching legislation in the UK that concerns Child protection and safeguarding. 
Section 47 of the act creates a duty on local authorities to act if there is cause to believe that child is suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm (Children Act 1989). The duties under section 47 state that if concerns are raised a child protection enquiry should be opened.  The Act puts an obligation on professionals in areas such as health, social care, education and emergency services to report concerns work together in safeguarding children.  (Williams, 2008). The Children Act was amended in 2004 which further emphasized the importance of multi-agency working and recommended a joined-up approach to safeguarding. This followed serious case reviews. (HM Government, 2004).

Legislation that is relevant nationally is the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). This provides a framework that provides children with a number of rights, including right to life, well-being and safety (UN, 1989). The legislation underpins safeguarding practices in the UK and nationally. It ensures that Childrens rights and best interest are at the heart of safeguarding. 

The Equality Act 2010 is also relevant to safeguarding children as It provides protection from discrimination. The act ensures that vulnerable individuals such as children, those with disabilities and individuals from minority backgrounds are not discriminated against. (HM Government, 2010).

Safeguarding children in Wales and nationally is governed by several pieces of legislation, policies and duties on professionals. The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, The Children’s Act 1989 and the UNCRC provide are pertinent in creating safeguarding practices and procedures that ensure that the child is paramount and that their welfare is prioritised. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Safeguarding procedures when working with adults and children differ in a number of areas. A key difference is the legislation that governs the safeguarding procedures. 
One of the main differences is that in children's services the main legislation that governs procedures is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) and the Children Act 1989. The Children Act 1989 provides the statutory foundation for child protection, ensuring that local authorities have a duty to investigate cases where a child is at risk of harm (HM Government, 1989).  Safeguarding Adults differs as it is primarily governed by the SSWBA, the act includes broader principles in relation to protecting vulnerable adults 
Another key distinction between Adult and Children’s safeguarding is the concept of consent. In adult safeguarding, Adults must consent to safeguarding interventions unless they have been deemed to lack the mental capacity to do so, as outlined by the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (HM Government, 2005). The act states that adults should be presumed to have the capacity to make decisions unless proven otherwise.

 Safeguarding procedures for children does not require the child to consent for intervention. Referrals and decisions can be made by professionals to take protective action in the child’s best interest. Consent does not need to be obtained from the parent or child for a professional to do this. (Welsh Government, 2019).

Another difference in child and adult safeguarding is that adults are legally allowed to make unwise decisions or decisions that could place them at risk, this includes being able to self-neglect. This is ruled by the Mental Capacity Act 2005, which states that adults have a right to make their own decisions and choices, even if those decisions are deemed to be unwise (HM Government, 2005).

In children’s safeguarding self-neglect is not permitted, Children are not seen to be able to make decisions in relation to self-neglecting.  They are deemed to lack the legal capacity to make these decisions, Safeguarding actions are often compulsory to ensure the welfare of the child. (Children Act 1989).

Another difference is how safeguarding teams are structured. Within the local authority that I work in adult services has a dedicated safeguarding team and Mental Capacity Act team, who can provide information and advice specifically dealing with adult safeguarding cases. Within children's services, the allocated social worker is responsible for implementing the safeguarding procedures. This is part of their case management (Williams, 2008).

While both children’s and adults' safeguarding procedures work to protect vulnerable individuals as discussed their processes differ. Adults have more control and involvement in safeguarding decisions, while children's services work in the best interests of the child.
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