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[bookmark: _Toc89443939]BACKGROUND OF THE RESEARCH 
Virtual learning environments are widely used by universities and schools to give education to their students (Reisoğlu et al., 2017). The online Moodle is helpful for the teachers to share the material and communicate with the students flexibly. Virtual learning environment is a web-based software system designed to provide learning and teaching tools. The virtual learning environment is used by the students to set the task to complete in the class or according to their convenience (Huang et al., 2019). Virtual learning improves the satisfaction of the students and engages them in the study even they are not present in the classroom. The impact of Covid-19 has changed the trend of education in which students took online classes to learn and get an education. Therefore, the use of a virtual learning environment has increased in the universities and other educational sectors (Reisoğlu et al., 2017). A virtual learning environment plays crucial role in the success of the students. The students who learn in a positive environment are self-motivated and engaged in their studies (Huang et al., 2019). Thus, virtual learning environment Moodle allows students to select the area where they can concentrate on their studies and learn. There are many researches says virtual learning environment Moodle has both positive and negative impact on the learning experience of the students which has raised the need of the research. With the help of this research the researcher will study both negative and positive impacts of virtual learning environment Moodle on the students learning (Reisoğlu et al., 2017). 
[bookmark: _Toc89443940]PURPOSE OF THE RESEARCH
The purpose of the research is to investigate and analyse the impact of Virtual Leaning Environment Moodle on the learning experience of the students. The research will contribute to analyse both negative and positive impacts on the students and how it affects the learning experience of the students. 
[bookmark: _Toc89443941]AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
The aim of the research is to study the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
The objectives are- 
· To understand the concept of a virtual learning environment
· To identify the benefits of a virtual learning environment on students 
· To study the use of virtual learning environment in distance learning during Covid-19
· To investigate the negative aspects of the Virtual Learning Environment on students 
[bookmark: _Toc89443942]RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
· What are the benefits of a virtual learning environment on students?
· What are the negative aspects of a Virtual Learning Environment on students? 


[bookmark: _Toc89443943]LITERATURE REVIEW 
INTRODUCTION 
The literature review will discuss the impact of VLE Moodle on the learning experience of the students in distance learning. 
CONCEPT OF VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
A Virtual Learning Environment is a designed space used for teaching and learning (Keiper et al., 2021). It provides opportunities to teachers and students to stretch their imaginations alike. Virtual Learning Environment works on the concept of virtual classroom which can be generally used for distance learning (Alves et al., 2017). The virtual classroom is an online teaching and learning environment where teachers can share study material and lecture notes to their students and easily interact with them. VLE Moodle is the platform that allows to share the documents and store study materials to the students (Alves et al., 2017). 
BENEFITS OF VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT MOODLE ON STUDENTS 
The major benefit of VLE Moodle is provides flexibility in the schedule of the students that they dedicate for the study and also can reduce the cost of the degree (Hanson et al., 2020). Online education is the new trend in Covid-19. When everyone was restricted to stay at their home in pandemic VLE Moodle has provided an online learning environment to the students to get the education which is one of the benefits (Vertesi et al., 2020). The VLE Moodle helps the teachers to track the activities of the students and check their records of learning. Teachers can easily share test modules on Moodle to improve the knowledge of the students (Bogusevschi et al., 2020). It allows students to attend the classes while working which is one of the disadvantages of traditional classrooms (Keiper et al., 2021). Also, even students can attend their lecture anytime in a day wherever they are free. In the VLE Moodle, it is easy for the students to store the documents and other study material and can study anytime whenever they want (Bogusevschi et al., 2020). VLE also provides more autonomy to the students to decide their own schedule. With the help of VLE, students can enrol in variety of courses and learn new things by managing things in a day. It also reduces the cost of the course and requires no extra effort to get education (Vertesi et al., 2020). 


NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF VLE MOODLE ON STUDENTS 
There are various disadvantages of VLE Moodle used by the students (Torres et al., 2021). The Moodle is not fully advanced or developed to handle big projects. Many times, it creates trouble for the students to access the test of puzzles on the Moodle (Bogusevschi et al., 2020). The technology can anytime get stuck (freeze or hand) which can affect the test and score of the students. Due to the shutdown of the website on occasion, huge traffic on Moodle and slowdown of the internet blocks the opportunities for the students to access the course and online classes (Keiper et al., 2021). However, the flexibility in the access of the courses material makes the students lazy which affects their learning process. Also, many times it becomes stressful for the students if the technology does not work efficiently (Hanson et al., 2020). 
CONCLUSION 
It is concluded that VLE Moodle has helped the students to enhance their learning process and allows teachers to track the activities of the students. The lack of complete development of the Moodle has affected the users and increased trouble for them while accessing it. VLE Moodle provided flexibility to the students to complete their courses on time however students have a habit of laziness. Due to online Moodle, they delayed their homework and study. Also, VLE Moodle has contributed effectively in online learning for the students however it has also created trouble for them due to online traffic on the website or slowdown of the server of a website. 


[bookmark: _Toc89443944]RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Research methodology is the method used to collect and analyse the information to meet the aim and objective of the research. All the important aspects of the research methodology will be discussed further- 
RESEARCH PHILOSOPHY 
Pragmatism research philosophy is used in the research in which the researcher will study both aspects of the research such as theoretical information and the reality of the topic. (Saunders et al., 2019) The pragmatism research philosophy is used in the depends on the nature of the research (Queirós et al., 2017). the research aims to understand the impact of VLE Moodle on the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus in which the researcher must know the theoretical background of the research and the opinions of the students therefore it is best suitable philosophy for the research (Saunders et al., 2019). 
RESEARCH APPROACH 
A deductive approach is used in the research as the researcher aims to develop the research questions and collect the information to check the questions (Queirós et al., 2017). To meet the aim of the research, the researcher needs to collect the information from the various sources which may mold the direction of the research therefore development of the questions before starting the research is crucial to give a right direction to the research. 
RESEARCH STRATEGY 
The researcher has used both systematic literature review and survey strategy to conduct the research. 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
In this research, the researcher has used a mixed research method in which data was collected by two methods such as qualitative and quantitative research methods. To complete the qualitative research, the researcher has used a secondary data collection method in which data is collected from secondary sources such as Google scholar, magazines, pre-existing researches, articles, and library sources, etc. To conduct the quantitative research method the researcher has collected the information from the primary sources that include survey (Saunders et al., 2019). 
The online survey was conducted in which 15 respondents were selected via mail who were the batch mates of the researcher in the classroom (Saunders et al., 2019). The survey was conducted online in which 12 questionnaires were developed of all types such as open and closed-ended, yes or no and Likert scale to understand the perspectives of the respondents on the problem. The online consent was taken by the researcher to conduct the survey. The respondents were targeted with the help of non-random sampling method. The respondents were students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus and are a classmate of the researcher (Saunders et al., 2019). 
Also, the data of qualitative research is stored in the format of literature review and survey data is stored in the form of charts and graphs which are presented in the appendix section. The information collected from both secondary and primary sources are analysed with the help of the thematic and content analysis method. The use of the mixed method has enhanced the accuracy of the research and eliminated the drawbacks of each research method (Saunders et al., 2019). 
RESEARCH ETHICS 
No respondents were forced to share the information and the secondary sources used in the researcher are collected from the updated articles and sources. General data protection law is also followed in the research to protect the personal information of respondents and research information. 


[bookmark: _Toc89443945]DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 
DATA ANALYSIS 
Data findings of the survey outcomes are presented in the form of a graph and attached in the appendix section. From the graph it is analysed that there are a majority of respondents were female which are 10 in numbers and rest of them are male. Also, they belong to different age group sections. The majority of respondents belonged to 24-34 age group as this group is engaged in the university for their further study. Also, the researcher has targeted both the respondents who have ever experienced online learning and not. From the graph it was found that majority of respondents were more who never experienced online learning. Also, it was analysed that majority of respondents think they feel poor or below average about their experience of the distance education. Also, majority of respondents used laptop to access their online classes. Few respondents think the resources provided by the university on online learning are slightly effective or very effective for learning. However, it is analysed that university is providing all the resources to the students but there are few factors due to which students of university are not enjoying their online classes. Majority of respondents said no absolutely they are not enjoying remote learning. Further respondents said they find distance learning very stressful during the covid times. 
DISCUSSION 
According to the perspectives of researcher it is analysed that from both primary and secondary research, Online education is the new trend in Covid-19. VLE Moodle has helped the students to get their education through the platform (Singh et al., 2021). It has provided an effective platform to the students and teachers to share their work with each other and complete the learning process. Through VLE students were able to complete various courses even in a pandemic. This discussion has answered the first research question which is " What are the benefits of virtual learning environment on students?". 
The researcher further asked the opinions of the respondents according to them what are the negative impacts ion online learning. Majority of respondents said health issues, lack of concentration due to the inappropriate environment, cheating on assignments become easy etc. This shows that the majority of respondents believe that online learning affects their learning process (Singh et al., 2021). Also from the secondary research, it is evaluated that the online learning process affects the education due to slow down of the internet, more traffic on the website and shut down of the websites etc have blocked the learning opportunities of the students. Online learning provides flexibility to the students to complete the lectures and make their schedules (Singh et al., 2021). However, the flexibility in the access of the courses material makes the students lazy which affects their learning process. This discussion has answered the second research question which is " What are the negative aspects of Virtual Learning Environment on students?"




[bookmark: _Toc89443946]CONCLUSION 
VLE Moodle has become one of the important tools for the students that has supported them to get an education even during the impact of coronavirus was deadly. VLE Moodle also helps students to complete the homework and attend lectures in distance learning. The VLE Moodle helps the students to be the part of a discussion in the virtual classroom and improves their learning styles and experiences. However, there are the various bad impact of VLE Moodle which are identified in the research. Therefore, it is recommended that VLE Moodle must be used in a limit that does not affect students and improve their learning process. 
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Question 1: What is your gender?
· Male
· Female 
· Non-Binary 
· I prefer not to say 
Question 2: What is your age range?
· 18 – 24
· 25 – 34
· 35 – 44
· 45 – 54 
· 55 +
Question 3: Have you studied online before?
· Yes 
· No 
· I prefer not to say
Question 4: How do you feel overall about distance education?
· Poor
· Below average
· Good 
· Excellent 
Question 5: Do you have access for learning online?
· Yes 
· Yes, but it does not work well
· No, I share with others 
Question 6: What device you use for distance learning?
· Smartphone 
· Laptop
· Tablet 
Question 7: How much time do you spend each day on average on distance learning?
· 1 – 3hrs
· 3 – 5hrs
· 5 – 7hrs
· 7 – 10hrs
· 10 +
Question 8: How effective has remote learning been for you?
· Not at all effective 
· Slightly effective 
· Very effective 
· Extremely effective 
Question 9: How helpful your university has been in offering you the resources to learn from home?
· Not very helpful 
· Slightly helpful 
· Very helpful
· Extremely helpful
Question 10: Do you enjoying learning remotely?
· Yes, absolutely 
· Yes, but I would like to change a few things 
· No, there are a few challenges 
· No, absolutely 
Question 11: Do you think distance learning was stressful for you during the COVID-19?
	Strongly agree                                            1
Agree                                                            2
Neither agree nor disagree                      3
Disagree                                                       4
Strongly disagree                                       5



Question 12: What are the negative effects of online learning?
                            (Please write your answer below)
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QUESTION 12- WHAT ARE THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF ONLINE LEARNING (OPEN ENDED QUESTION)
Person 1- Online learning causes social isolation. also, online students can cheat on assignments 
Person 2- Online learning has harmful effect on the eyes. also, when study online cannot concentrate very well.
Person 3- Health issues due to more exposure to computer screens 
Person 4- Online learning may create a sense of isolation 
Person 5- The negative effects are too many, online learning means more screen time which reflect on your eyes 
Person 6- Lack of trusts between teacher and students 
Person 7- Poor attention online learning requires strong self-motivation
Person 8- I like to study online, I cannot say anything negative 
Person 9- I do not like online learning. I love to spend time in class with my classmates. when study online there is no face-to-face communication
Person 10- Online learning is not a learning 
Person 11- Students who study online will not get the necessary knowledge 
Person 12- I think some of the negative effects of online learning are related to the lack of contact between people, tracking their reactions and gestures. most of the time you are not concentrated enough due to the comfortable environment you are in
Person 13- I miss the social communication 
Person 14- My online experience has been interesting 
Person 15- Online learning is difficult 
male 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	5	female 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	10	non binary	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	0	I prefer no to say 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	1	18-24 age 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	4	25-34 age 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	7	35-44 age 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	3	45-54 age 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	1	55+ age 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	0	yes 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	7	no 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	8	I prefer not to say 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	0	poor 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	6	below average 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	4	good	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	3	excellent 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	1	yes 2	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	13	yes, but it doesnot work well	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	2	no, I share with others	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	0	smart phone	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	3	laptop 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	8	tablet	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	2	1-3 hrs	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	5	3-5 hrs	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	2	5-7 hrs 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	2	7-10 hrs	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	3	10+hrs	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	3	not atall effective 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	5	slightly effective	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	6	very effective 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	4	extremely effective 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	0	not very helpful	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	3	slightly helpful	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	6	very helpful	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	4	extremely helpful	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	2	yes, absolutely	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	4	yes, but I would like to change few things 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	0	no, absolutely 	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	7	strongly agree	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	5	agree	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	6	neither agree or disagree	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	0	neither agree nor disagree	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	2	strongly disagree	Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	0	7

