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Publishing 

Session 2 

Design for Desktop Publishing 
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layoutdesign/index.htm 
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Page 
Grids 

•  A grid helps maintain consistency 
•  2 column grids 

– Uniform 
–  Inflexible 

•  3 column grids  
– Notionally of equal size 
– Add elements to straddle two columns 
– Make a 2 column and 1 column layout 
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Page 
Grids 

•  5 column grids are more flexible 
– 5 equal size columns will be too narrow 
– Try a  2 column and a  3 column layout 
– Or a two 2  column with 1 small column 

layout 
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http://coe.sdsu.edu/eet/articles/gridlayout/index.htm	
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Page 
Grids 

•  Multi-column grids 
– Extremely flexible 
– Larger page size required 
– Example: Broadsheet newspaper 
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Masthead and  
Headlines 

•  Ensure that the masthead and headline 
are in balance 

•  Masthead provides an identity 
•  Neither masthead nor headline should 

dominate 
•  Use capitals sparingly – they take up more 

space and are slower to read 
•  Lower case is more legible 
•  Consider a larger font size rather than 

capitals 
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Hierarchies and 
Consistency 

•  Create a visual hierarchy 
•  Avoid uniformity 
•  Arrange text into discrete groups 
•  Be consistent in your use of headings 
•  Border lines create a scholarly 

appearance 
•  Borders can be defined by edges of type 

and artwork 
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Emphasis and 
Contrast 

•  Perfect balance lacks interest 
•  Emphasise graphics 
•  Use boxes to draw attention to text that 

you wish to highlight 
•  Use background screens or reversed 

text (white on black) 
•  Use contrasting type styles and sizes 
•  Lines and textures can also be used 
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Adding 
Images 

•  Straddle columns to attract attention 
•  Wrap text around irregular images 
•  Or create circular cropped images 
•  Don’t leave images ‘hanging’ 
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Page Design 
Elements 

•  Format – Page size (A4) 
•  Grid – for consistency 
•  Masthead / Logo / Title – gives an identity 

and personality 
•  Hierarchies – for clarity and order 
•  Add emphasis and contrast 
•  Use images for interest and impact 

http://www.graphic-design.com/DTG/Design/standards.html	
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Fonts used are Helvetica Black 
(‘Education heading’ in 18pt and 
12pt for emphasis of ‘Associate in 
Science Nursing’) and Times 
(12pt) for body text	




