	This briefing paper offers practitioners with essential information that can be used when working with children and their families who have Additional Learning Needs. It examines applicable law and makes connections to UNCRC provisions. Wales has made the UNCRC a part of its domestic legislation, making it the first country in the United Kingdom to do so. 


	Article 2 Children have the right to protection against discrimination, regardless of their colour, sex, religion, or disability.
Setting rules and processes should be revised to reflect evolving legislation protecting children's rights. Professional development should be prioritised by practitioners and, if necessary, revise training. In December 2006, the UNCPRD (United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities) went into effect. It has 50 provisions that assure disabled children's rights are protected, allowing for better access to society and education (UNCPRD,2006) Implementation of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. Increased people’s involvement and hearing their voice and empowering those needing care and support, and support for carers. Greater emphasis on early intervention and prevention and promoting e well-being. Individuals and professionals working in partnership as equals and multi-agency collaboration. (Principal resources guide) The Well- being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, strongly emphasises A More Equal Wales as one of its objectives. Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 mandates that educational institutions take proactive measures to remove discrimination and promote equality. Statutory responsibilities (Wales) became effective on April 6, 2011, because of the passage of this Act. The goal of equality was heavily emphasised in the 2015 Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act, with the goal requiring to be realised between April 2016 and March 2020 (Welsh Government, 2016). Practitioners should demonstrate a commitment to ensuring that children in their care have equitable access to opportunities. It is important to promote a culture of inclusion and diversity. This will give children and their families the confidence to speak up about any disabilities or special learning requirements that they may have.


	Article 3 The best interest of the child

This is one of the UNCRC's "General Principles," which means it serves as a foundation for all the other articles. The guiding premise is that all adults must make decisions in the best interests of the young person. “Budgetary authorities, policymakers, and legislators are severely affected.” (Parliament of the United Kingdom, 2015). Article 3 pertains to making referrals in contexts where there is a concern, either about safeguarding or identifying a need, whether educationally, developmentally, or within their household. Team Around the Family (TAF) can assist families find and use the resources they need to improve their health, happiness, and/or well-being. Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility, and if there is an immediate threat to safety, call the police at 999. Anyone can contact their local social services department to report a concern, and they are available to investigate 24 hours a day (All Wales Safefguarding). Following the death of Victoria Climbie, Lord Laming (2003) conducted an enquiry that resulted in a report with 108 recommendations, one of which emphasised the need for stronger inter-agency cooperation. This had a significant impact on policy and practise in terms of sharing information and collaborating. As a programme, Every Child Matters (DfES, 2003) was launched. The work of welfare and education services has become increasingly integrated because of this approach, which places schools and their workers at the centre (Jones and Walker, 2011). In 2007, the Welsh Government established their flagship Flying Start programme, which includes health services, childcare, parenting help, and early language support, usually in integrated centres. However, this service is only available in specific postcode areas where a need has been recognised (Thomas, 2018). 
The UNCRC is at the heart of the curriculum for Wales 2022, and Article 3 is recognised by it when it comes to educating and promoting human and children's rights. It is specifically mentioned in the context of citizen participation.  Respecting and supporting constructive relationships based on mutual trust and respect in the development of healthy and confident members of society (Children's Commissioner for Wales,2019).
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	Article 12 Respect for the views of the child

This is related to Article 3 in that consulting with the child is one of the greatest ways to guarantee that decisions are made in their best interests. Adults should always listen to, acknowledge, and consider thoroughly a child's viewpoints (UNICEF, 2019). Wales was the first country in the UK to designate a Children's Commissioner in 2001. Their aim is to promote children's rights, ensure that government and other organisations respect children's rights, and empower children by informing them about their rights (Children's Commissioner for Wales, 2019). Children are seen as competent members of society in Reggio Emilia, and as such, they have rights, rather than requirements. The children play an active role in directing their own education and following their own passions. In Sweden, the emphasis is on the development of knowledge and abilities, with the child's interests being followed to build a lifelong love of learning (Nutbrown 2012). It is accepted that honouring a child's voice and acting in the child's best interests may appear to contradict one another, and that all facts must be carefully evaluated before decisions are made. The Children Acts of 1989 and 2004 can be considered as attempting to strike a compromise between the two (Maynard and Powell, 2014). The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 established a legal framework for service provision in Wales, and as a result, regional safeguarding boards were established to coordinate the work of local authorities, police, health boards, NHS trusts, and probation services (NSPCC, 2019).



	Article 28 The right to an education

All children and young people have the right to a good education." This means that children and young people should be able to go to school (or another place of learning), learn, and be well-treated while doing so.  (Children's Rights Wales, 2016).
 Estyn, which gets funds from the Welsh Government but is independent of it, inspects and regulates educational facilities in Wales to ensure the quality of education and compliance with current rules. (Estyn.N.D). Care Inspectorate Wales (CIW) regulates and inspects care providers, and in some settings where both care and education are delivered, such as the Welsh pre-school, CIW and Estyn jointly inspect (Care Inspectorate Wales, 2019). The Mudiad Meithrin is a Welsh Government-supported umbrella organisation for Welsh medium settings that provides 10 hours of subsidised Foundation Phase education to children aged 3 and 4. They promote learning through play, which is in keeping with the Early Years Foundation Phase's approach, as well as immersion in the Welsh language (Mudiad Meithrin, ND). In addition to the right to an education, the Education Act 1996 requires parents/guardians to guarantee that children of compulsory school age (5-16) in England & Wales are full-time educated (Library of Congress, 2015). The Education Act of 2011 supports teachers in their efforts to improve educational standards. To review and enrich the curriculum presented to children, effective observation and assessment should be used. (1993, Drummond). Curriculum should be differentiated by task when necessary, and support should be provided. Teachers should work alongside the children's interests to comprehend and develop them. Strengths should be celebrated, and weaknesses should be acknowledged and improved. Self-directed and hands-on learning are important to Maria Montessori. She emphasises the importance of uniqueness and independence in learning and education for children. She considers education to be a process that should occur in sync with the pace of each individual's development (Learning Theories,2016). Reggio Emilia's method is like Montessori's in that it places a high importance on the child at the centre of their own learning. Encourage children to follow their own interests while returning and expanding on their own ideas at their own speed (Palaiologou, 2012). The Welsh Government is changing their Special Education Needs law to protect children and young people with special and additional needs, as well as their educational rights. Children up to the age of 19 are currently protected under the law. Following significant investigation and feedback, the revised ALN Bill is intended to safeguard children and young people up to the age of 25. This strengthens the protection of rights and the quality of care offered to students as they transition from school to training institutions or higher education, ensuring that the same level of support is provided as it is at school. Individual Development Plans will take the place of the statement, and the child, his or her family, and any professionals involved in their care will be fully involved (Welsh Government,2017). 
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