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CANINES, COMPANIONSHIP AND COMMUNITY IN SOUTH-WEST WALES

ABSTRACT

Multispecies interactions in the form of domestic animal companionship have been well documented (Haraway 2003, 2008; Podberscek
et al. 2000; Serpell 1996). Reading Maurstad et al's study on how multispecies relationships between humans and horses promoted a
sense of “co-being and co-becoming” in riders (2013) - reminiscent of Malafouris’ Mycenaean Sword theory (2008) - led me to drawing on
my own experiences as a pet owner to consider the deep relationships humans form with animals with which they have close contact.
This, in turn, led to the contemplation of how multispecies relationships promote a sense of community between humans. Pet ownership,
owners clubs and events involving animals such as competitive dog shows and the organised ‘Pug Walk’ which occurred in Porthcawl in
2018 (Clements 2018) are common in modern Wales but the concept of humans finding companionship in non-working domestic animals
is a relatively new phenomena in European society; Serpell explains that “animal companions did not become widespread in Europe until
the nineteenth century” (1996). The rise of the internet and social media have provided new avenues by which to build relationships and
thus a sense of virtual community with people from far-spanning societies, grounded in a mutual aspect of self-identity - whether this be
background, hobby or ownership of a particular type of pet. This amalgamation of ideas concerning multispecies relationships has
resulted in the development of this particular research proposal.

Therefore, during this study | wish to consider the impact of dog ownership on the owner’s sense of community, both in their local area
and as part of an online community bonded by lifestyle similarities. | aim to primarily focus my research on lone-person households,
where dogs are the only live-in companion to the resident. While my study will be limited to residents of the town of Carmarthen, | wish
also to consider participants’ roles in online communities of dog owners, which may contain members from further afield.

Map showing some pet shops and dog groomers based in Carmarthen. Photo: Google Maps.
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CONTEXT INFORMATION

» According to the 2011 census, the rural South-West Wales county
of Carmarthenshire has agopulation of around 84,000; 30.2% of’
the population live alone (Carmarthenshire County Council).
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* There is a growing awareness of the utilisation of the internet to
connect both virtual and actual communities of people with similar
interests or backgrounds (Komito 2011; Averweg and Leaning
2012; Sobre-Denton 2015), and dog ownership is no exception;
examples of this include social media %roups such as Facebook

Proug “Dog Owners Club Wales” (facebook.com) and websites
A ike BorrowMyDoggy.com, which pairs dog owners with suitable
sitters and walkers e, orrowmydoggy.com).
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Examples of community dog events in Wales. Photos: Cwnfest, Hope
Rescue (via the Dog Owners Club Wales Facebook Group).
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