
Principles of Islam 
 
Questions 
 
Select one of the following questions: 
 
SECTION 1 
 
3,000 WORD ESSAY 
 

1. Provide an overview of approaches towards other religious beliefs, as articulated in 
the formative period of Islam. Draw upon the Qur’an and other Islamic sources to 
illustrate your answer. 

 
2. In your opinion, what ways do intra-faith relations impact upon religious diversity 

within Islam? 
 

3. In what ways can hermeneutics be applied to reach contemporary understandings of 
Islamic sources? Illustrate your answer with detailed examples. 

 
4. Provide a commentary on Surah al-Baqarah, exploring the context in which it was 

Revealed (according to Islamic sources) and how it informs ideas of religious practice 
and identity. 

 
5. Explore the dimensions of religious diversity within either (i) Sufism or (ii) Shiʿism, 

explaining approaches to ideas of religious authority and spirituality, and how they 
differ with other forms of Islamic expression. 

 
 
SECTION B 
 
3,000 WORD CASE STUDY 
 
Provide a critical case study on the dynamics of Muslim interfaith OR intrafaith activity in an 
area of your choice (discuss your choice with the module coordinator).  
 
 
 
  


