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A response to Huw Lewis’s article
[bookmark: _GoBack]The aim of this essay is to discuss and evaluate Huw Lewis’ response to Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum. I will be making relative links to Donaldson successful futures, Estyn reports and one language for all. Lewis’ purpose when writing this article was to highlight how important learning Welsh is in Primary Schools and why it is important that teachers are receiving a good standard of training in Welsh. The article relates to Successful futures because Lewis relates to Donaldson’s ten recommendations for the Welsh language to be improved within his new curriculum. Estyn is related to this article because through visiting schools they have noticed that pupil’s attainment levels are lower in Welsh than any other subject.
In a World that is increasing the number of languages being spoken, being able to speak Welsh is a skill that is admired and seen as a privilege and increases individuals’ individuality (WAG,2008, p.5). The Welsh Government intend to increase the amount of young people speaking Welsh, this aim will be met by improving the curriculum and the quality of teaching for teachers to feel more confident to use Welsh during the school day not just their one hour Welsh class per week. When I recently visited a large English Medium School during bridging, I saw that there was a lot of Welsh songs being sang, they were personal songs about how they were feeling and they were connecting to real life situations which is easier for the children to relate to and therefore easier for them to learn. According to Estyn (2013,p.17), Welsh music and riddles increase children’s knowledge and ability to remember the topic and therefore is important to include in lessons.
The curriculum framework for Welsh Second Language in the Foundation Phase aims to build upon previous knowledge and learning experiences to improve pupils’ Welsh skills and ability. Welsh language development is one of the seven areas of learning within the foundation phase. It is important that in the Foundation Phase children are hearing the Welsh language being spoken throughout the day and there is a an equal amount of child independent and creative learning and learning that is guided by practitioners (WG,2015,p.4).
During Welsh Second Language in Key Stage 2 practitioners build up the skills that have been taught in the Foundation Phase, this means that it is extremely important that pupils receive the correct knowledge and skills as soon as possible in schools. Their work becomes more accurate throughout Key Stage 2 and they are more confident speaking the language as individuals and in groups.
When Estyn are inspecting English Medium Schools, they often notice that attainment levels are considerably low in Welsh compared to other core subjects. There is a demand for this to be improved and I agree that Welsh needs to be developed in Primary Schools because it is a key skill that is required when applying for a job or University in Wales. Through Estyn undertaking inspections in English Medium Schools they have found that pupils with fluent Welsh practitioners often develop better when learning Welsh which is understandable. Unfortunately, they have also noticed that when practitioners are not confident in using the Welsh language themselves then they rarely use it in the classroom and this has a knock-on effect to pupils’ ability and attainment levels in Welsh Second Language.
Sioned Davies, one language for all, expresses her opinion that Welsh should be a more appreciated subject within the National Curriculum in order to increase the amount of young people speaking Welsh. If we convey the Welsh language to young people correctly and powerfully then the Welsh language will be in safe hands in future years (WG, 2013, p.2). Welsh as a Second Language needs to be improved in schools and made enjoyable for young people to want to take on the challenge to meet the target of one million Welsh speakers by 2020.
Graham Donaldson, ‘Successful futures’ report states that “Welsh-Medium schools should act as hubs for the Welsh language, to support teachers and practitioners in English-Medium schools “(Donaldson,2015,p.60). I agree because then practitioners will become more confident in using the Welsh language and therefore pupil’s attainment levels will improve. 
Lewis (2015) states that “far too many young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills”, for Wales to reach their target of one million Welsh speakers by 2050 this needs to be improved and more needs to be done when pupils are not meeting attainment levels in Welsh Second Language. According to the One language report it is expressed that there is not many people who have gone through education being taught Welsh as a Second Language who are able to use the skills that they have used outside of the school environment (WG,2013, p.3). Estyn also reports that there is a fall in the attainment levels and the quality of pupil’s Welsh ability skills compared to any other subject within the curriculum (Donaldson, 2015,p.59). One of Donaldson’s recommendations is that practitioners should be working towards pupils being able to interact naturally and with ease when interacting using the Welsh language by the age of 16 (Donaldson, 2015,p.60). It is obvious from all of these reports that Welsh as a Second Language needs to be improved within schools in order for Wales to become a more bilingual nation. 
In the article Lewis (2015) expresses that “there is a need to address a range of significant challenges in the teaching and learning of Welsh as a Second Language in Wales”. Teachers Welsh language skills effects children’s ability, practitioners need to have solid skills and knowledge of the Welsh language to be able to teach pupils effectively in order for them to succeed. When learning a second language in a school situation it is important that there is progression through the years and their knowledge is being expanded. Pupils Welsh language skills can be improved by participating in activities that are positive and enjoyable that challenge their knowledge and build on the skills that they already have already built up in previous years. It is important that lessons are taught in indoor and outdoor environments (WG,2015, p.36). In the Estyn report it states that there is a lack of guidance and training when teaching the Welsh language and teachers often lack the skills to be able to give pupils the support that is needed when learning a second language (Estyn,2013 p.10).If practitioners are not being supported when teaching a second language that they are not fluent in themselves, then this will have an impact on pupil’s ability. The one language for all report states that a lot of practitioners working in Primary School do not think of effective learning strategies to educate the pupils, teaching of Welsh as a Second language is often the same throughout school and teachers rely on local authorities for schemes of work and guidance to teach the subject (WG,2013, p.31). Donaldson’s view is that there is a demand to progress teachers’ ability to teach Welsh as a Second language in order for there to be more of an influx of Welsh learners continuing to speak the language after leaving education (Donaldson,2015, p.108).
On the whole I agree with every point that Lewis has made within his article, being able to speak Welsh is a skill that is greatly valued. I think that it is disappointing that only a small number of people in Wales are able to speak Welsh. I think that this is mainly down to the quality of teaching in schools and that in many local communities the Welsh language is very rarely used. I think that for Wales to meet the target of one million Welsh speakers by 2050 then the Welsh language needs to be improved in schools and there needs to be a big push in local communities for Welsh to be spoken more. 
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