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Abstract
The number of known victims and potential victims of modern slavery has continued to rise in the UK, this is after the introduction of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 and other countermeasures, given the nature of modern slavery which includes human trafficking, sexual exploitation, debt bondage, forced labour, etc., it is evident that modern slavery is prevalent and should be a major concern. Factors that have led to the current figures have been considered along with an assessment of the current legislation and countermeasures that are in place. Research has shown that a substantial number of victims are unidentified, and many instances of modern slavery go unreported which has been a key challenge. Additionally, this has presented concerns surrounding the support that is available to victims of modern slavery and the overall awareness surrounding the issue. The results from the process of collecting primary data which was achieved through conducting interviews containing a series of questions, the key indication was that there is a lack of awareness surrounding modern slavery and a lack of awareness of the support that is available to victims of modern slavery. It is recommended that the government and police take a greater initiative regarding modern slavery, legislation and countermeasures to tackle modern slavery, and place a greater emphasis on awareness of modern slavery and victim support.  
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[bookmark: _Toc133777066]Introduction
The topic of this project is modern slavery in the UK, with the focus being on the legislation and countermeasures that have been put in place by the British government. The main goal of this project is to be able to critically analyse these countermeasures and legislation on modern slavery in order to gain a clear understanding of their effectiveness. Modern slavery is a relevant major issue that occurs on a global scale; however, the scope of this project will focus on modern slavery in the UK specifically. Providing the context behind this topic and with the scope of the project being focused on the UK, these issues hold relevance due to the rising number of victims of modern slavery in the UK, legislation being passed, safeguarding within organisations, cases of modern slavery being reported in the media, and the current outlook of policing when it comes to tackling modern slavery. There are numerous factors that play a role of contribution towards these aspects of modern slavery which need to be addressed so an understanding of the magnitude of modern slavery and its effects in the UK can be gained. The rationale for this project is that despite countermeasures and legislation being in place to combat modern slavery, estimates and figures of victims continues to rise in the UK. This can be seen in the most recent known figures of the National Referral Mechanism which is used to report and identify potential victims, every year this figure has increased, “The number of people identified as victims of modern slavery has been rising year on year, with over 12,000 people referred to the authorities in 2021. The real number of people trapped in slavery is estimated to be much higher – more than 130,000 people.” (Anti-Slavery, 2022.), this extract not only identifies an increase in figures, but also sheds light on a key challenge and a potential gap within modern slavery research, this being the number of victims that haven’t been identified and the amount of exploitation of victims that is going unreported. The foundations to start identifying any potential opportunities to improve the existing legislation is also a source of focus for this project. 
 Based on this, the research question of this project is: What are the factors that have led to victims being unidentified and to what extent is this an issue in modern slavery research?
 A key aim of this project is to assess whether a lack of awareness of modern slavery in the UK is having a negative impact on the support that is being offered to victims. In addition to this aim, the three main objectives of this project will be:
1. Evaluate the true prevalence of modern slavery in the UK whilst considering unidentified victims. 
2. Review the current legislation, countermeasures and support that is currently in place with regard for the victims of modern slavery in the UK. 
3. Get a better understanding of public awareness of modern slavery and then propose any recommendations that could be made based on primary and secondary data. 
The aims and objectives of this project will be met by taking a structured approach and addressing all issues surrounding modern slavery individually in the chapters of this project. 





Chapter 1: Introduction
This introduction chapter is the first chapter of the project that presents the topic, scope, the importance, rationale, aims, objectives, and provides an overview of the project.
Chapter 2: Literature Review
The literature review chapter is the second chapter of the project, it contributes to meeting the aims and objectives of the project by presenting the current data on modern slavery in the UK, relevant sources of research that help analyse the effectiveness of modern slavery countermeasures and helps identify what recommendations that can be made going forward.
Chapter 3: Methodology 
The methodology chapter outlines the research methods used in order to obtain primary data by the researcher. The decision to pursue qualitative research and data is considered, whilst presenting a structured rationale using the research onion model developed by Saunders. 
Chapter 4: Data Analysis
The data analysis presents the findings of the research that has been conducted by the researcher and meets all the aims of objectives that are set out by analysing the primary data that has been gained, which ultimately contributes to providing more of an understanding and clarity, adding to what has been discussed in the literature review chapter. 


Chapter 5: Conclusion
In the conclusion chapter, this is where the research question is answered upon reflection of the previous chapters in the project. Additionally, the chapters will be recapped and contemplated in order to finalise the body of work and make recommendations on any improvements that need to be made in terms of the government and authorities tackling modern slavery in the UK. Finally, any contributions that the project can potentially offer to the existing literature on modern slavery are identified and proposed. 


[bookmark: _Toc133777067]Literature Review 
As an introduction to this literature review chapter, the research surrounding modern slavery that will be focused on is diverse and differentiates in subject matter throughout, however, in terms of providing context, all research that has been analysed is equally important. Expanding on this, firstly, the known figures and statistics on modern slavery that have been published by the government will be looked at objectively and at face value, but whilst taking a thematic approach, key themes will be identified as this literature review progresses. The discussion surrounding modern slavery by experts and organisations working within the area has been found to be critical of current countermeasures in place and also constructive in terms of suggesting solutions and putting all the nuances surrounding the topic into consideration, the COVID-19 pandemic’s effects on modern slavery would be an example of this. Another example would be any proposals for changes to existing legislation or new legislation coming into place, whether it be the Modern Slavery Act 2015 or the Palermo Protocol developed by the UN. This chapter aims to provide an overview of Modern Slavery as a whole with the research that is currently available and to analyse the countermeasures that have been put in place by the government, including the National Referral Mechanism and the strategies proposed to combat modern slavery. 
Defining Modern Slavery 
Providing an accurate definition for modern slavery can be a complex task and an issue of debate in itself due to every crime that the term ‘modern slavery’ encompasses, but the Palermo Protocol and the Modern Slavery Act can be presented as essential guidance in order to gain an understanding of the true meaning of modern slavery when used as an umbrella term when addressing issues such as sexual exploitation, human trafficking, drug trafficking, debt bondage, forced labour and other crimes. However, the fact remains that there is no specific or standard definition for modern slavery, therefore, this can be identified as the first gap within the research of modern slavery as it potentially presents a barrier to understanding the issue and analysing modern slavery data. 
The Current Numbers
Citing the global survey index, which last released figures on modern slavery in the UK in July 2018, it is estimated that there are at least 136,000 victims of modern slavery in the UK (Stripe, 2020.). With the existing figures that have been published by the home office, it is evident that there has been an increase in potential victims of modern slavery. The National Referral Mechanism (NRM) serves as a reporting mechanism for modern slavery, with it being defined as “framework for identifying and referring potential victims of modern slavery and ensuring they receive the appropriate support.” (Home Office, 2022.) The NRM has been used to estimate potential victims of modern slavery since records began in 2009, however, a key challenge that has been encountered when studying the current literature, is that experts acknowledge that there is potentially a higher number of victims due to instances being underreported. Keeping this in mind, figures released show that there were 16,938 potential victims reported using the NRM in 2022, this was a significant increase compared to 2021, where 12,706 potential victims were reported, both years respectively represented the highest number of potential victims since records began in 2009 (Home Office, 2023.). Considering these figures, it is then imperative to then look at the Modern Slavery Act 2015 (MSA) and other countermeasures that have been put in place in order to analyse their effectiveness, however, for further context there must also be a consideration of the COVID-19 pandemic when doing this as the years in which these figures were published were in the aftermath of the pandemic. 
The Modern Slavery Act 2015
The Modern Slavery Act 2015 is the main piece of legislation in the UK that has been put in place by the government to combat modern slavery, the act defines slavery, servitude and forced labour, but also makes a provision about human trafficking, which is a common form of exploitation when it comes to modern slavery. It has been highlighted that these forms of exploitation is organised through supply chains and businesses, a critique of the MSA 2015 that has been found in the literature is that it fails to tackle this type of exploitation, Mantouvalou states “The MSA also has shortcomings in its approach to the regulation of business conduct, where we find a very weak provision that is supposedly designed to tackle the most extreme abuse of labour rights. Slavery-like practices in supply chains are unlikely to be eliminated through the MSA's approach.” (Mantouvalou, 2018.). This argument from Mantouvalou expresses concern for a specific aspect of modern slavery, that being business conduct, which could potentially mean that a substantial number of victims are being overlooked and that there is a gap within the research. Expanding on the theme of the MSA’s shortcoming being highlighted in the literature and through research, with it being stated, “After nearly two decades of activist pressure on governments to strengthen systems and initiatives to detect and address forced labour and slavery, the business of forced labour continues to be insufficiently regulated. Our research has elucidated the role of industry actors in creating and maintaining the governance gaps that allow labour abuse to thrive, as they have championed private, industry-led mechanisms and sought to deflect alternative regulatory tools with greater stringency.” (LeBaron, Ruhmkorf, 2019.). The research from LeBaron and Ruhmkorf demonstrates the struggle that the government has trying to implement policies whilst businesses attempt to carry on appropriate practices and avoid these regulations, on the other hand, this may justify the argument that the government isn’t doing enough when ensuring that regulations are being followed as modern slavery continues to exist in professional settings. Adding to the debate regarding modern slavery, it widely acknowledged in the literature that the MSA is lacking in many aspects when it comes to tackling modern slavery, however, a specific aspect and difficulty in the area that can be focused on is that of victim support, where the act doesn’t suffice as a protective measure and fails to provide adequate safeguarding of victims (Schwarz, K., Williams-Woods, A., 2020.).  

Addressing gaps within the research 
After identifying the lack of reporting as a key challenge that presents itself as a gap within the research, with it being established that gaining a more accurate estimate on victims is a key challenge, Whitehead states “Estimation of the number of people not seen is intrinsically difficult, and perhaps the attempt to do so should be abandoned. Much of the use of estimates of the numbers of people in conditions of modern slavery is to make comparisons through time and across countries of the world or regions within countries.” (Whitehead et al., 2019.). This conclusion expresses that not only is getting a better understanding on the estimate of victims extremely challenging, but constructing a thorough methodology to do so is also comparably difficult. On the other hand, it should be noted that there have been attempts by researchers in the area to gain a more accurate estimate of victims, this can be seen by data collection and analysis from 2015, where factors such as population size, lists and a number of databases such as the National Crime Database were utilised to tackle underreporting from a statistical approach in order to provide more knowledge on this problem by researchers (Bales et al., 2015.). Whilst it has been acknowledged that there is more work needed to be done in order to get a more accurate estimate of victims and potential victims of modern slavery in the UK, the fact that there has been a significant increase in the number of victims referred through the NRM is a key issue, the increase in victims is a problem that has been examined by researchers. These gaps within the research represent the potential improvements that can be made in all aspects of research regarding modern slavery, but with the aspect of data on the subject, a need for more definitive data is apparent, where specific forms of modern slavery can be analysed separately and then compiled for more compatible data due to the understanding that modern slavery is an umbrella term encompassing many forms of exploitation and crime. 

The effect of COVID-19 on Modern Slavery in the UK
The catalyst of the increase in victims has been put into question by researchers, for example, the effect that COVID-19 has had on modern slavery is a factor that has been looked at in the existing literature, citing this observation from research surrounding modern slavery in the corporate world, “Given the additional invisibility of modern slavery in a COVID-19 environment as victims move into unemployment and back into vulnerable positions where they are exploited the challenge is how accounting, auditing and accountability can help business break this cycle. Capabilities for business to track and trace victims of modern slavery will be reduced because of the pandemic.” (Christ et al., 2021.). Given that the pandemic increased the vulnerability of workers when it comes to exploitation, there are implications that the severity of this issue has worsened due to organisations and businesses prioritising their own financial position in these circumstance as opposed to maintaining an appropriate level of regulation, (Trautrims et al., 2020.). Furthermore, there is a variety of research that supports the idea that the pandemic has played a role in compounding modern slavery as a major problem in the UK, it is stated that it has “exposed gaps in existing policies, practices and welfare provisions for children living in the UK” (Jimenez et al, 2023.), also noting that another negative impact is the availability of face to face legal advice being reduced in the aftermath of the pandemic which has in turn has caused victims to have a lack of confidence when reaching out and going through the legal process of reporting modern slavery. 

The Online Safety Bill 
Reflecting on earlier in the discussion that centred around the theme of the effectiveness of the MSA, there must be further analysis of all other existing countermeasures and legislation that is in place for the purpose of progressing this chapter. Considering this aim, the proposed Online Safety Bill is a valid piece of legislation to discuss as some of the key aims that are outlined by the act are relevant to modern slavery, such as working with social media platforms to remove content that promotes human trafficking, sexual exploitation and “controlling or coercive behaviour” just to name a few. (Department for Science, Innovation and Technology et al., 2022.) These new laws are another tool that the government can use to combat modern slavery by tackling the issue from the aspect of social media and technology. With the Online Safety Bill being considered as a countermeasure, any potential disadvantages of the draft legislation should be considered, for example, the key argument against the act found in the literature is that it could have a negative impact on free speech, quoting an argument for this found in the literature, “We accept that the state cannot fully satisfy all of these imperatives simultaneously: the state will necessarily have to make tradeoffs between safety, liberty, and innovation.” (Trengove et al., 2022.). This argument expresses the concern that the government must balance safeguarding and protection with the rights of citizens, indicating that free speech could be impeded. However, this doesn’t have much relevance when specifically dealing with modern slavery.

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
A global countermeasure that impacts modern slavery in the UK is the United Nation’s (UN) sustainable development goals, to quote this, “The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations present a novel approach to global governance where goal-setting features as a key strategy.” (Biermann et al., 2017.). As stated, the SDGs set by the UN are an approach to tackle issues by means of global governance, which is achieved by setting targets for countries to strive for in order to combat these issues, the SDGs impact modern slavery as a target set by the UN is quoted as “Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labour.” (United Nations, 2015.). This statement is included in the 8th SDG listed under ‘decent work and economic growth’, in terms of assessing the effectiveness of this countermeasure, Biermann et al. states “While the SDGs hold a great potential, their collective success will depend on a number of institutional factors such as the extent to which states formalize their commitments, strengthen related global governance arrangements, translate the global ambitions into national contexts, integrate sectoral policies, and maintain flexibility in governance mechanisms.” This outlines the concerns over the implementation of SDGs, expressing that it’s a much more complex matter in terms of ensuring that the SDGs are being adhered to in an effective and appropriate manner. 

Categorising Modern Slavery and Police Strategies
Investigations by the police into modern slavery can be challenging due to the amount of crimes that constitute modern slavery and the methods used by criminals in organised crime to exploit victims who may not even identify as victims, also noting in these scenarios that there are language and cultural barriers that victims have that add to the complexity of the process. However, there is a belief that going forward there can be changes made in policing strategies towards modern slavery that can make an impact, Edgington states, “Despite these challenges, my research has shown – alongside high-profile cases – that we have the skills and abilities to support victims and prosecute offenders under this legislation. Thinking differently about how we structure our investigation, with a greater focus on offenders, may present opportunities to secure more convictions and safeguard more victims.” (Edgington, 2021.), the observations made in this case not only point to potential improvements that can be made when looking at offenders, but at the same time, it takes into consideration that more can be done in order to connect with a greater number of victims so that they can be identified and protected. From the government’s modern slavery report that was published in 2021, it was reported that just 27% of victim referrals came through the police, which is arguably low considering that they are looked at by the general public as the dominant authority on crime, especially those that fall under the category of modern slavery. Adding to these statistics from the 2021 report, it was also reported that only 19% of referrals were through non-government organisations such as charities and non-profit organisations that support victims, but after reflecting on those percentages, there is an argument to be made that more of an effort needs to be made on increasing the overall awareness of the general public when it comes to reporting concerns of modern slavery. When categorising victims of modern slavery, it was evident from the 2021 report that adults accounted for the majority of victims, whilst women and young girls made up a substantial amount with 68% of reported victims falling into this category. With women and young girls being identified as particularly vulnerable in the known numbers and current research, it is important to consider other vulnerable groups of people and communities, a potential lack of engagement with these communities by the police and the government, whether it be women or ethnic minority victims, can be identified as a gap in the research as they are impacted by modern slavery on a larger scale. 

To conclude this literature review, the key research question surrounding modern slavery that remains going forward is: what is the true number of victims in the UK? Legislation and countermeasures have been assessed by accessing the current literature and taking into account considerations from experts, however, the issue is that due to the lack of reporting of victims, the effectiveness can only be analysed to a certain extent, referring back to the research from Bales and Whitehead previously. But whilst acknowledging this, it is still apparent that the known numbers taken from the NRM have increased, therefore, this is a major indication that more countermeasures need to be implemented. Although, due to the variables discussed such as the pandemic potentially causing an increase in victims and the difficulty of regulating corporations and organizations so that modern slavery is sufficiently prevented, it highlights the difficulty of tackling the issue of modern slavery in the UK from the perspective of the government and authorities. 


[bookmark: _Toc133777068]Methodology 
Taking an approach to this chapter, the Saunders (2007) research onion is a research model that has been employed in this instance due to it being a research methodology that is clear and explicit in terms of presenting a methodology and is easily accessible to researchers, as it has been highlighted in the literature. For example, the major advantages of the research onion are stated as “The research onion provides a rather exhausting description of the main layers or stages which are to be accomplished in order to formulate an effective methodology” (Melnikovas, 2018.). The research onion model is considered to be thorough as its layers are extensive. These layers are presented in order as: research philosophy, research approach, research strategy, time horizon, techniques and procedures. These layers can be used to provide a clear outline of the methodology of the primary research that will be conducted and the step-by-step process behind it. 

Research Philosophy 
The research philosophy that has been adopted for the purpose of this project is interpretivism. With an interpretive research philosophy, this decision was made as it aligns with the researcher conducting interviews to obtain data from primary research, whilst the knowledge is developed from these social interactions and their results (Žukauskas et al., 2017.). This philosophy places great emphasis on the interviews that will be conducted and promotes the importance of the qualitative data that is gathered. 


Research Approach
An inductive research approach has been chosen for the means of this project, with an inductive research approach, this will allow the key themes from the qualitative research conducted to be identified, whilst focusing on highlighting any potential key themes taken from the interviews to be presented in the data analysis section and dissected to show any patterns in the research.  An inductive research approach will be beneficial as previously explained, but also as stated in extract by Liu, “The main feature of a generic inductive approach is methodological flexibility.” (Liu, 2016.). This methodological flexibility is an advantage that an inductive research approach offers as it means that any key themes or patterns that are identified in the research give the researcher a number of options when presenting these results, whilst keeping in mind the purpose of data analysis.  

Research Strategy
Explaining the research strategy, this will be delivered in the form of semi-structured interviews. These semi-structured interviews will allow for an open dialogue to take place regarding modern slavery, with valuable knowledge being gained from the perspective of members of the general public and industry professionals, each of whom hold different roles and responsibilities professionally. These interviews have approximately twelve pre-determined questions that are aimed to address modern slavery awareness from a variety of different aspect in order to meet the aims and objectives of this project. The target demographic of the participants for the interview process will be employed professionals in their fields due to the nature of companies and organisations safeguarding for modern slavery, with this in mind, subjects should be aware of their employer’s modern slavery statements, the means to go about reporting concerns, and the safeguarding measures that are in place to protect potential victims.  

Time Horizon
The choice made for the purposes of this project and it’s time horizon was that of a cross sectional method of study, as stated by Levin, “Cross-sectional studies are carried out at one time point or over a short period.” (Levin, 2006.). The choice of the time horizon being cross sectional and the interviews taking place over a short period of time was due to time constraints of the project, however, this is arguably an advantage as the researcher will be able to identify key themes and patterns from the interview expeditiously and this will be reflected in the data analysis section of the project, due to the exposure to the social interactions that the research relies heavily on in the interview process will be raw, allowing for a more reliable account of events that align with the philosophy and approach of the research. 

Techniques and Procedures
As previously established, the primary method of data collection used for this project will be interviews, which is in alignment with the rest of the research methodology. The sampling method adopted for the project is non-probability convenience sampling, when looking at convenience sampling from a utilitarian perspective, this sampling method is functional to the project, “It can be useful when the researcher has limited resources, time and workforce.” (Etikan et al., 2015.), this statement accurately encapsulates the conditions of this research project. Additionally, non-probability convenience sampling aligns with the goals of this research due to the nature of the methods being carried out, for example, in these interviews, if key themes can be identified then this allows generalisations to be made with the general larger population for the purposes of data analysis. As indicated, in terms of the analysis for the project, there will be a focus on thematic analysis, this is the process of identifying themes or patterns in the qualitative data (Maguire et al., 2017). 

Ethics and Limitations
In order to address the underlying ethics concerns of any research project, it is important that these concerns are identified and considered to ensure that research is carried out in an ethical manner. Firstly, there must be informed consent, this is so that participants of this project are made fully aware of the data that will be collected and the nature of the project itself. This concern will be met by giving participants a consent form so that they have a full understanding of everything already mentioned and so they know that they have the right to withdraw at any time. Secondly, confidentiality of the participants details must be ensured, this has been addressed in the ethics forms completed by the researcher before the start of this project, ensuring that all data is stored and protected under the Data Protection Act 2018. Lastly regarding ethics, the researcher must ensure that there is no misconduct taking place when the research is carried out, such as a violation of ethics, plagiarism and being untruthful when it comes to reporting the data collected, which has also been addressed in the ethics forms previously completed. 
Considering the limitations of this research methodology, with qualitive data being collected from the process of semi-structured interviews, this could be deemed slightly restrictive as there is a limited number of participants who can be interviewed for this project in the time horizon that has been established and is available to the researcher. The time limitation of the project is largely due to the fact that the qualitative research approach (interviews) taken will require more time to conduct and extract data from as opposed to a quantitative approach such as questionnaires or polls. Comparing qualitative data against quantitative data, quantitative data would favour a greater sample size of participants with arguably a more restrictive research approach and strategy. However, Ochieng argues “findings cannot be extended to wider populations with the same degree of certainty that quantitative analyses can. This is because the findings of the research are not tested to discover whether they are statistically significant or due to chance.” (Ochieng, 2009.), in this instance, it is important to acknowledge that qualitative research potentially doesn’t have the same certainty as quantitative research due to it lacking in the sense that it’s harder to identify and assign empirical values in the data, ultimately being disadvantaged from a statistical point of view in comparison. Summarising the discussion of qualitative data compared to quantitative data, the main observation that can be seen from this is that a quantitative approach could bypass limitations such as time constraints that has been found with a qualitative approach in this instance, whilst also providing a larger sample size of data to analyse due to more participants. 
Concluding the methodology section of the project, the goals of these interviews are to demonstrate some of the possible misconceptions that people may have regarding the issue of modern slavery and to shed light on a potential lack of awareness that exists regarding modern slavery in the UK. This process of collecting qualitative data helps in the critical analysis of modern slavery countermeasures and legislation in the UK by showing the effectiveness of safeguarding and statements that are outlined by organisations, whether it be in the education sector, sports, businesses or service providers. The observations that will be made from this research could potentially aid in modern slavery awareness going forward and provide indication on what more needs to be done by organisations to combat the issue of modern slavery. 
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Providing context when presenting the results that were collected from the interviews that were conducted, the individuals that were interviewed were a part of a professional organisation/business, three participants who were interviewed were a part of the same organisation but were in different roles and some held higher levels of responsibility than others, however, all participants gave similar responses to certain questions during the interviews. The other two participants were from two separate organisations. A very clear theme that was apparent was that all participants said that they weren’t aware of any charities, non-profit organisations or groups that support modern slavery victims, which was the 10th question that was asked in the interview. A visual representation of the responses given can be seen in the figures below:

1. What is Modern Slavery? 

Figure 1.



2. Where would you put Modern slavery, cybercrime, fraud and money laundering, child sexual abuse/exploitation (CSA/CSE), drug trafficking in order of priority for the government/police and why?
	Participant
	Level of Priority (Descending)
	Reasons Why/ further comments

	Participant 1
	1. CSA/CSE
2. Cyber Crime
3. Fraud/money laundering
4. Modern slavery 
5. Drug trafficking
	Participant believed that cyber-crime was a major issue from experience working in an organisation that prioritises data protection and cyber security.

	Participant 2
	1. CSA/CSE
2. Drug trafficking
3. Modern slavery
4. Cyber crime
5. Fraud/money laundering
	Participant emphasised that they believed CSA/CSE to be the top priority for the government/police because children are extremely vulnerable.

	Participant 3
	1. CSA/CSE
2. Modern slavery
3. Fraud/money laundering
4. Drug trafficking
5. Cyber crime
	Participant stated they would put CSA/CSE as the top priority due to looking at the issue from the perspective of a parent. 

	Participant 4
	1. CSA/CSE
2. Modern slavery
3. Drug trafficking 
4. Cyber crime
5. Fraud/money laundering
	Participant indicated that they would prioritise the first three issues in that order as they directly harm victims as opposed to the other two issues.

	Participant 5
	1. CSA/CSE
2. Modern slavery
3. Drug trafficking
4. Cyber crime
5. Fraud/money laundering
	Participant stated that the order that they have chosen “emphasises human rights.” From a government/police perspective. 


Table 1. 


3. Where would you put Modern slavery, cybercrime, fraud and money laundering, child sexual abuse/exploitation (CSA/CSE), drug trafficking in terms of priority of public perception and why?
	Participant
	Level of Priority (Descending)
	Reasons Why/ further comments

	Participant 1
	1. Cyber crime
2. CSA/CSE
3. Fraud and money laundering
4. Drug trafficking
5. Modern slavery
	The participant emphasised that cyber-crime needs more awareness, also believes all these issues are linked together. 

	Participant 2
	1. CSA/CSE
2. Drug trafficking
3. Modern slavery
4. Cyber crime
5. Fraud/money laundering
	Again, the participant stated CSA/CSE should also be top priority for public perception as children are especially vulnerable.

	Participant 3
	1. CSA/CSE
2. Modern slavery
3. Fraud/money laundering
4. Drug trafficking
5. Cyber crime
	In this case, the participant noted that CSA/CSE and modern slavery concerned them more when thinking about the exploitation aspect of the issues.

	Participant 4
	1. CSA/CSE
2. Cyber crime
3. Modern slavery
4. Drug trafficking
5. Fraud/money laundering
	Participant had expressed the public should be aware of cyber-crime due to personal experience being a victim of hacking.

	Participant 5
	1. Modern slavery
2. CSA/CSE
3. Drug trafficking
4. Cyber crime
5. Fraud/money laundering
	Participant stated that modern slavery should be prioritised because “it needs more awareness” in terms of public perception.


Table 2. 


4. Have you seen or heard about real life examples of modern slavery occurring in the UK, whether it be in the media, online or personal experiences/conversations?

Figure 2. 

5. Do you know any of the warning signs that indicate modern slavery is being forced on someone or a group of people?

Figure 3.  


6. In your perception, what does a victim of modern slavery look like? (Nationality, age, ethnicity, background, male or female, etc.) 

Figure 4.

7. What type of work would you typically associate with modern slavery?

Figure 5.


8. To your knowledge, does your organisation have a modern slavery statement?

Figure 6. 

10. If there were concerns of modern slavery within your organisation, are you aware of the avenues that are available to report this?

Figure 7.


9. Are you aware of any non-profit organisations, charities, groups, etc. that raise awareness of modern slavery and campaign for victims?

Figure 8.

11.  Are you aware of the authorities that you could report modern slavery concerns to?

Figure 9.

Looking at figure 1, due to this question being quite open ended and open to interpretation, the most common response initially was that the participants associated the concept of modern slavery with working below minimum wage and working under bad conditions. Adding to this, the participants associated modern slavery with terms such as “exploitation”, these responses indicate a general awareness of modern slavery amongst the general public as these responses align with what modern slavery would encompass when used as an umbrella term as has been demonstrated throughout the project. All participants also agreed that modern slavery is an issue in society, which initially is another good indication of awareness on the issue.
The responses from participants to the second question that is presented in table 1 indicates that all of them believed CSA/CSE should be the top priority for the government/police. Many of the participants believe that modern slavery should also be prioritised, however, it is important to note that all of the issues listed could possibly occur during the process of modern slavery, which some participants observed. The majority of participants also found cyber-crime and fraud/money laundering to be at the bottom in terms of priority, this result was expected due to those issues usually not directly impacting a person’s wellbeing, this was confirmed with two stating that the other issues are more likely to cause direct harm or violate human rights. 
When comparing the responses from the participants gave to the third question displayed in table 2 in comparison to the previous question, although the questions were quite similar in wording and nature, there were notable changes in order of priority when considering the question from the standpoint of public perception from most participants. A key theme that can be identified is that all participants approached this question with the view that certain issues need more awareness, therefore should be prioritised. 
Analysing the responses given by participants to the fourth question displayed in figure 2, most of the participants have seen instances of modern slavery in the news and the media, with two responses overlapping with this as these participants had also seen reports/stories online. The fact that two participants had stated they had not seen any instances of modern slavery, whether it be in the news, media, online or through personal experiences/conversations, this was unexpected given the amount of research that was observed and conducted over the course of this project, due to coming across various articles online that include reports and instances of modern slavery. However, even with the evidence and research presented, there must be a consideration that instances of modern slavery haven’t been publicised to the extent where a large portion of the general public have encountered reports of modern slavery unless they were actively researching or seeking out the topic.
In figure 3, Three out of five participants do not believe that they could identify any warning signs that indicate modern slavery is being forced on someone. Expanding on these responses, it should be acknowledged that it would be difficult to be able to identify any potential warning signs that someone is a victim of modern slavery if members of the general public aren’t fully aware of the extent in which modern slavery is an issue in the UK, this goes back to the responses given to previous questions that also indicates there is a lack of awareness surrounding the issue. So far, the data collected could be used to argue that there needs to be an effort for greater awareness regarding modern slavery, especially the responses given to the two previous questions that specifically focus on this. 
As displayed in figure 4, all participants initially believed that a female and/or an ethnic minority would be more likely to be victims of modern slavery. At the same time, most participants believed that males are also likely to be victims, but with the belief that they males and females would be victims of different forms of modern slavery, for example, the idea that women were more likely to be forced into sex work and prostitution as opposed to men where labour would be forced upon them. These observations align with the literature that has been reviewed as it is stated that women, children and/or ethnic minorities are especially vulnerable when it comes to modern slavery as they make up a large number of the victims. It was reported in through the NRM that 47% of individuals were exploited in modern slavery as children (Unseen, 2021). These responses naturally led into the next question as a number of participants already stated some of the work that they would associate with modern slavery.
When looking at figure 5, as previously mentioned, the responses given show that sex work/prostitution is clearly the type of work that is most associated with modern slavery. A common theme that has emerged is sex work being associated with female victims, additionally, nail technicians were singled out by two participants, this could be since this type of work is associated with foreign nationals leading there to be a language barrier in a lot of these establishments, one participant agreed with this. 
The results that were the most expected from the interview process are apparent in figure 6, as expected, due to prior awareness of modern slavery statements, the overwhelming majority of participants are aware that their organisation does in fact have a modern slavery statement.
Expanding on the responses shown in figure 7, the interviewees who took part were all confident that they had avenues to report modern slavery concerns within their organisation, whether it be whistleblowing or a safeguarding procedure, however, these responses are somewhat diminished due to the fact that prior to this question the three out of five participants stated that they wouldn’t be able to identify the warning signs in the first place. So, pairing these results, it’s difficult to determine how effective the procedures in place are if people would be unable to identify the warning signs of modern slavery, this is even more concerning when applied to the general public as a substantial amount of instances of modern slavery already go unreported. 
As mentioned at the start of this chapter, the theme that emerged straight away when interpreting the data collected was that all participants gave the response that they were not aware or able to identify any groups that deal with victim support surrounding modern slavery which is demonstrated in figure 8. Based on these results, it’s a fair assessment that more of an effort needs to be made in terms of awareness of modern slavery charities, non-profit organisations, groups etc. as there is a blatant lack of awareness in this regard and can be even more concerning when applied to the general public and the awareness of victims themselves. 
Figure 9 displays another expected result, all participants said that if made aware of modern slavery concerns then they would report this to the police. But once again, reiterating the points made regarding figure 7, if people aren’t educated on modern slavery and aware of the potential warning signs, then the concern arises that they wouldn’t be able to report this to the police. In this instance, a suggestion can be made that more could be done from a police perspective that encourages the victims and the general public to report modern slavery concerns.  
[bookmark: _Toc133777070]Conclusion
Answering the research question presented in the introduction of the project upon reflection of the project as a whole, it is evident that unidentified victims is a clear challenge surrounding modern slavery, with this in mind, there are three key factors that have led to victims being unidentified, the first factor is the lack of awareness from the general public that exists regarding modern slavery in general, this is based on the primary and secondary data that has been examined. The second factor is that the legislation and countermeasures that are currently in place aren’t adequate in order to combat modern slavery in the UK as it currently stands, this is based on the increase in the numbers of victims that has been reported and many arguments made for this that were presented whilst undertaking the literature review. The final factor is that there isn’t enough support in place for victims of modern slavery, whilst it worth mentioning that there are charities and organisations that do campaign for and support victims, from a government and a policing standpoint more needs to be done which has been acknowledged in the literature regarding both areas. The substantial number of victims who haven’t been identified is a major issue in modern slavery research as it has created gaps in the research, this has resulted in the definitive number of modern slavery victims being increasingly difficult to estimate and report on, therefore, the modern slavery itself is being undermined as a concern in the UK. 
Regarding the aims and objectives set at the beginning of the project, these have been met, firstly, the prevalence of modern slavery in the UK has been evaluated with a consideration for unidentified victims by a looking extensively at the data that is available regarding the number of victims from a variety of different sources, whilst simultaneously demonstrating the seriousness of the issue of unaccounted victims. Secondly, the current countermeasures and legislation has been reviewed, alongside highlighting the strengths and weaknesses of what is currently in place, throughout the project, a clearer understanding of their effectiveness has been established. Lastly, during the process of conducting the interviews in order to gather primary data, this helped gain a better understanding of the overall awareness of modern slavery due to the nature of the questions asked to participants being directed towards meeting the objectives set. The approach that was set out in the research methodology contributed to the clarity that has been provided by the results presented in the data analysis section as the decision to conduct qualitative research as opposed to quantitative research provided a more honest and intimate perspective and common themes were able to be identified during this process. 
Recommendations
1. A government initiative to further combat modern slavery by putting more countermeasures in place and greater utilisation of the existing legislation and countermeasures that are already in place.
As previously outlined, the number of potential modern slavery victims has increased every year, pairing this with the fact that there has been a variety of arguments criticising current legislation, in order to effectively combat modern slavery there must be a dramatic improvement in this area. Expanding on this idea, the UN SDGs, Palermo Protocol, Online Safety Bill can be used alongside legislation in an effort to ease modern slavery concerns. 


2. More support avenues for modern slavery victims and an emphasis on improving the overall awareness of support that is available for victims.
The key point that was illustrated during the data analysis process was that all participants of the research were not aware of any groups that support victims, this can be improved by making people aware of organisations such as Unseen, Victim Support, Anti-Slavery International, Hope for Justice and many more organisations who campaign against modern slavery, this can be done in both the setting of a corporate workplace, schools, universities or better yet on a larger scale targeting the general public overall to promote awareness. Additionally, a greater police initiative nationwide regarding the support of victims would benefit in this instance. 
3. An emphasis on more investigative research being conducted on modern slavery in the UK.
This recommendation can only be met if the previous recommendations are, in order to address the gaps within the existing research on modern slavery, the UK government must take a practical approach with goal setting surrounding modern slavery and more research must be done following this. Once there is a greater understanding of the true number of modern slavery victims and a greater awareness of the issue amongst the general public, then it is more likely for there to be a positive impact on the issues discussed. 
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Most Common Responses


"Poor work conditions."


"Below minimum wage."


Other Responses


"Forced."


"Exploitation."


Is Modern Slavery an issue in society?


"Yes."


"Definitely."



2 participants answered yes.


Common Themes: Body language", "behaviour", "being controlled".


Additional indications given: "Working at a cash only business", "nervous", "withdrawn", "isolated", "introverted."


3 participants answered no.


Common Theme: Lack of personal experience.


Additional comments: Unaware of potential warning signs.



4 participants answered "yes".


"Safeguarding measures"


1 participant answered "no".


"Whistleblowing"


"Visa process"


"Wellbeing team"








"Not aware"


All participants answered "yes".


All participants responded with the police.


No other authorities were identified.


Sales	
In the news/media	Online	Personal experiences/conversations	Haven't heard about instances of modern slavery	3	2	0	2	

Most common responses

Series 1	Female	Ethnic Minority	Young age	Male	5	5	2	4	



Most common responses

Column1	Sex work	Forced Labour	Factories	Nail technicians	5	4	2	2	



Modern slavery  statement?

Yes 	4	No	1	





Yes 	0	No	5	
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