The role and character of ha-satan in the books of Job and Zechariah.

The character of ha-satan in the books of Job and Zechariah is not the traditional Satan that we have come to know in the modern day. Ha-satan in Job and Zechariah is not used as a personal noun but rather the term ‘Satan’ refers to that of a job title of which one of God’s angels occupies. For instance, in the Books of Job and Zechariah ha-satan acts as an “adversary” to the characters of Job and Joshua, in Job’s case where ha-satan wreaks havoc and misery upon Job, while Joshua in the book of Zechariah is representative of Jerusalem and it brought before the Lord and is accused by Satan. The character of ha-satan in both the books of Job and Zechariah are portrayed to act within the accordance of the Lord, one who holds a position in the heavenly realm with a duty to carry out a divinely mandated tasks under the permission of the Lord. This role of ha-satan is particular in the case of the book of Job where ha-satan under the permission of the Lord brings about misery and chaos upon Job.

 The role and character of ha-satan in the book of Job.
Ha-satan in the book of Job very much acts as an “adversary” to the character of Job. First mention of ha-satan in the book of Job comes at Job Chapter 1 verse 6, “One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them” (Job 1:6), this gives a hint that Ha-satan is of the Lords Angels as the Lord asks where Satan has come from, to which Satan responds “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it” (Job 1:7). Ha-satan’s response to the Lord gives further credence that Satan is one of the Lord’s Angels. Certain scriptures in the Bible portrays those who present themselves within the Lord is almost always men and not Angels such as the case in Exodus and Leviticus: 
“The Lord said to Moses, ‘Cut two tablets of stone like the former ones, and I will write on the tablets the words that were on the former tablets, which you broke. Be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai and present yourself there to me, on top of the mountain”[footnoteRef:1]. (Exodus 34: 1-2) [1:  Biblical concepts: Who is “Satan” in the book of Job? http://www.one-gospel.org/concepts/i_concepts_05.htm. [Accessed 11/12/18] ] 

“The priest who cleanses shall set the person to be cleansed, along with these things, before the Lord, at the entrance of the tent of meeting”.[footnoteRef:2] (Leviticus 14:11) [2:  Biblical concepts: Who is “Satan” in the book of Job? http://www.one-gospel.org/concepts/i_concepts_05.htm. [Accessed 11/12/18] ] 

The Dialogue between the Lord and ha-satan in Job demonstrates Satan’s role as an adversary towards the character Job:
“The Lord said to Satan, have you considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil. Then Satan answered the Lord, ‘Does Job fear God for nothing? Have you not put a fence around him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. But stretch out your hand now, and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face’”. (Job 1: 8-11)
It would seem that the Bible verses that the Lord is the one who initiates a challenge with Satan to show how is servant Job’s faith is unwavering. When the Lord boasts of Job’s piety, it is then when Satan the prosecuting Angel in the heavenly court cynically insists that Job’s piety and unwavering commitment to the Lord is due to him being well rewarded for his faith[footnoteRef:3]. The Lord responds the Satan’s cynical challenge and with his approval Satan is permitted to subject Job to a series of trails. [3:  Robert Gordis, The Book of Job: Commentary, New Translation, Special studies. P2] 

“The Lord said to Satan, ‘Very well, all that he has is in your power; only do not stretch out your hand against him!’ So, Satan went out from the presence of the Lord”. (Job 1:12)
The dialogue and interaction between the Lord and Satan further highlights that Satan acts under the will of God as the scripture gives no indication that Satan was acting of his own accord, in fact it is God who first initiates the challenge by mentioning and boasting about the piety of his servant to which Satan cynically responds that his faith is dependent on the fact that he is being rewarded and it is the boast of the Lord that leads to the conflict with Satan and the events that befall Job. Job had just lost his children due to an accident and it is here where Satan first trial for Job is handed down: 
“One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the Lord. The Lord said to Satan, ‘Where have you come from?’ Satan answered the Lord ‘From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.’ Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil. He persists in his integrity, although you incited me against him, to destroy him for no reason…. But stretch out your hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.’ The Lord said to Satan, ‘Very well, he is in your power; only spare his life.’” (Job 2: 2-3: 5-6)
The scripture further highlights and reinforce that the character of Satan is an “adversary” to Job as he inflicted sores on Job and that his role within the heavenly realm is that to be subservient to the Lord. It can be observed that when Satan inflicts Job with sores that it is under the permission of the Lord therefore everything that happens in the Bible has some trace that leads back to the Lord: 
“So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and inflicted loathsome sores on Job from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. Job took a potsherd with which to scrape himself, and sat among the ashes.” (Job 2:7-8)
Despite the hardships and trials such as the loss of his children and being inflicted by sores, ha-satan is unable to break Job resolve as he refuses to curse the Lord’s name and thus no longer appears in the plot of the Book. While the character of ha-satan may no longer appear due to his failure of getting Job to curse the Lord’s name, glimpses of the “adversary” can be made in the form of Job’s wife:
“Then his wife said to him, ‘Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and die.’ But he said to her, ‘You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?’ In all this Job did not sin with his lips.” (Job 2:10)
While she does not bear the title of ha-satan links can be made between ha-satan and the wife of Job as their goals are identical both of them want Job to curse the name of God for putting him through hardships through the loss of his sons and daughters and for attacking his health. The wife of Job embodies Satan’s doubt and prediction that he will curse the name of the Lord[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  Norman C. Habel, Old Testament Library: The Book of Job. P 80-81] 

It is not only the wife of Job that embodies an “adversary” to Job’s faith but also his three friends: Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar. The three men after comforting their friend during his mourning period surmise that Job must have committed a sin to warrant the misery and hardship that he is experiencing:
“Is not your wickedness great? There is no end to your iniquities. For you have exacted pledges from your family for no reason, and stripped the naked of their clothing.”[footnoteRef:5] (Job 22:5-6) [5:    Biblical concepts: Who is “Satan” in the book of Job? http://www.one-gospel.org/concepts/i_concepts_05.htm. [Accessed 12/12/18] ] 

“Surely the light of the wicked is put out, and the flame of their fire does not shine… They have no offspring or descendant among their people, and no survivor where they used to live.”[footnoteRef:6] (Job 18:5,19) [6:    Biblical concepts: Who is “Satan” in the book of Job? http://www.one-gospel.org/concepts/i_concepts_05.htm. [Accessed 12/12/18]] 

“But O that God would speak and open his lips to you and that he would tell you the secrets of wisdom! For wisdom is many-sided. Know then that God exacts of you less than your guilt deserves.”[footnoteRef:7] (Job 11:5-6) [7:    Biblical concepts: Who is “Satan” in the book of Job? http://www.one-gospel.org/concepts/i_concepts_05.htm. [Accessed 12/12/18] 

The three men surmise that it is only logical that if a man suffers, it must be because of some impiety he has committed. Can Job claim that he certainly without sin? And if God was merciful, he would rid him of his misfortune[footnoteRef:8]. Glimpses of ha-satan can be linked to Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar as the three men embody “adversary” towards Jobs unwavering faith and commitment towards the Lord as they levy accusations towards him even though they are supposedly good friends with Job. [8:  Cynthia Ozick, The impious impatience of Job. 1998. https://search-proquest-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/docview/194740154/fulltext/AEABE08AFD8242B3PQ/1?accountid=130472. ] 



The role and character of ha-satan in the book of Zechariah. 
First mention of ha-satan in the book of Zechariah occurs Chapter 3, the role of ha-satan in the book of Zechariah and the book of Job are very familiar. In the Book of Job ha-satan accuses Job will would curse the name of the Lord. In Zechariah 3 it depicts the High Priest Joshua standing before the Lord in judgement:
“Then he showed me the high priest Joshua standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. And the Lord said to Satan, The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this man a brand plucked from the fire?” (Zechariah 3:1-2)
Ha-satan standing to the right side of Joshua is of significance as it shows authority over somebody, in Zechariah’s vision it showed that Satan was standing to the right of Joshua and ready to accuse him. Joshua is described as being plucked from the fire, which fire was a symbol for divine judgement, by being plucked from the fire Joshua not only represents himself but the rest of Israel and his filthy rags represented sin:
“Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel. The angel said to those who were standing before him, ‘Take off his filthy clothes.’ And to him he said, ‘See, I have taken your guilt away from you, and I will clothe you in festal apparel.’ And I said, let them put a clean turban on his head.” (Zechariah 3: 3-5)
The role of ha-satan in Zechariah is very much similar to the role of Satan in the book of Job, they are both subservient to the Lord and act as his eyes to observe good and bad behaviour and they report everything back to their Divine headquarter[footnoteRef:9]. Satan in both the books relate back to the belief of Job and Joshua, in the book of Job the conflict for the narrative was the Lord’s boasting of Jobs piety while in Zechariah the Angels of the Lord inform Joshua that in order to be able to have a place in house of God he must: [9:  Henry Kelly, Satan in Job and Zechariah. P 27-28 https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/177532/mod_resource/content/2/Kelly%20-%20Satan%20in%20Job%20and%20Zechariah.pdf. ] 

“Then the angel of the Lord assured Joshua, saying, thus says the Lord of hosts: If you will walk un my ways and keep my requirements, then you shall rule my house and have charge of my courts, and I will give you the right of access among those who are standing here.” (Zechariah 3:6-7)

Conclusion.
Both ha-satan’s Job and Zechariah are very much seen as an “adversaries” in the case of Job it was the Lords affirmation that Job was the most “Blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil” and it was ha-satan’s cynical response that led to the suffering experienced by Job in order to make him swear the name of the Lord, not only was it ha-satan but also the behaviour of his wife and his three friends; Eliphaz, Zophar and Bildad. In the case of Zechariah, it was ha-satan who was ready to accuse Joshua in the presence of the Lord, Joshua not only represented him but all of Israel and is instructed by God that he will have control of the angels that stood before him should he follow a series of rules so that he may have a place in the house of God.
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