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Based on recently published results of extensive excavations of 3™ millennia B.C. levels
at Kissonerga in western Cyprus, this study attempls (o determine if gender tensions of the
Chalcolithic period played a part in significant settlement reoreganization at the turn of the
millennium. Female images, burial customs, hierarchical settlement planning and object dis-
tributions are deployed ina contextual analysis informed by Meillassoux’s theories of the roles
of elders in pre-traction agricultural societies and by ethnographic analogies.

hroughout antiquity, Cypriot communities produced distinctive anthropomorphic images. They

have been the subject of many investigations, although one suspects that their omission from

Ucko’s influential analysis of prehistoric figurines from the eastern Mediterranean hindered
progress in their study (Ucko 1968). There 1s a discernible trend in these evaluations, from attempts to
consider them as divinities (e.g.. J. Karageorghis 1977) or other manifestations (e.g., Merrillees 1980)
to assessments of their roles in society and the insights that they may provide into the organization of
society (e.g., Hamilton 1994). Of course, there have been many other types of studies, such as their
value for an appreciation of foreign influence (e.g., Begg 1991 Hulin 1989). Of these varied ap-
proaches, aitribute analysis (a Campo 1994) and wear analysis to indicate how the figurines may have
been used (Goring 1992, following Marschak’s [1991] approaches) seem to hold much promise. More
recently, as several contributions to this volume demonstrate, they have been examined to infer gender
relations, probably because their often explicit sexual attributes might be thought to provide more
direct correlates for human behavior. However, Hodder’s The Domestication of Europe provides a
useful caution against simplistic correlates. He describes how his survey started out as an in-depth
discussion of gender relations, but in the conclusion he admits,

[ came to realize that it was possible t0 read representations of women as either representing “real”
power held by women, or 4s expressions of the lack of power held by women ... I came Lo see that 1
would have to extend the same principles to male representations. In the end 1 realized that T was not
writing a book about gender relations, but a book about the way in which representations of gender

relations were manipulated within more general structures (Hodder 1990: 308).
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In prehistoric Europe, as in prehistoric Cyprus, female images predominate. Of this pre-eminence,
Hodder states that “the elaboration and symbolic centrality of the female might imply either abject
domination of women or a relative degree of independent power” (Hodder 1990: 233). In using analo-
gous Cypriot evidence, therefore, it is necessary 1o contextualize figurines within the evolution of
broader behavioral patterns (cf. Hodder's “more general structures™) and, where possible, to weigh the
evidence in association with pertinent data like sex-based nutrition and mortuary practices (cf. Gibbs
1987) in order to provide a meaningful analytical framework.

The first period in which Cypriots produced numerous anthropomorphic images in a variety of
media is the Chalcolithic ca. 3800-2400 B.c. (Karageorghis 1991). Prior to that time, figurines are
sexually ambiguous, but during the Chalcolithic there is a pronounced emphasis on “womanhood”
(Rice 1981) and, more particularly, birth (Peltenburg 1982 and 1992), perhaps reflecting the greater
centrality of females in society. Small-scale society at that time consisted of sedentary communities
mostly living in villages or hamlets and engaged in hoe agriculture, animal husbandry and deer man-
agement. There was little contact with the outside world, and so, in the absence of evidence for cattle
after the Cypro- Pre-Pottery Neolithic B period, it lacked ploughs that were common in adjacent Levantine
regions. In spite of this technological and symbolic lag (for symbolism, see Cauvin 1994: 44-52),
cultural evolutionary re-assessments of primitive and carly sedentary societies have indicated the preva-

lence of economic intensification and low-level socio-political inequalities, regardless of the existence
of plough agriculture (e.g., Price and Feinman 1995). This important re-conceptualization of inequali-
ties in foraging and especially early agricultural societies has recently received strong support from the
appearance of special, large buildings or sanctuaries in 7 millennium B.c. western Asia. Cauvin, how-
ever, highlights the problem of correlating these precocious structures and their sculptures with in-
equalities in society by preferring to interpret them as corporate expressions, though without elaborat-
ing (Cauvin 1994: 155-60). But even within corporate, group-oriented societies, as distinct from com-
munities that privileged network, im‘lividualizing strategies, leaders are likely to have been present
(Feinman 1995; Renfrew 1974). Many implications for the organization of pre-state Cyprus flow from
this revision. Paramount amongst them is the admission of the presence, to a greater or lesser degree,
of leaders who may have been individuals or subgroups such as lineages. Meillassoux has considered
the roles of such leaders in domestic agricultural economies, and his cross-cultural studies are particu-

element of his models.

In a number of influential works, Meillassoux (1972, 1978, 1981) argues that in pre-traction agri-
cultural communities there are strong reasons to believe that elders typically exist with power over
people as well as produce. He writes of norms, and while we need to be cautious about programmatic
generalizations, especially using ethnographic analogies in cases where there is no demonstrable long-
term cultural continuity (Gould and Watson 1982), his conclusions are of heuristic value in developing
models for the Cypriot Chalcolithic.

According to this view, significant differences exist between those societies in which cereals are
supplemented by extractive methods (hunting and gathering) and those where cerea] production domi-

nates since in the latter, storage and management become more important. In this System older workers
gradually assume enhanced roles,

The changing composition of the producing team is reflected in the evaluating hierarchy which domi-
nates agricultural communities, and which divides those “who come first™ from those “who come af-
ter.” This hierarchy relies on positions of anteriority. The “first ones,” the elders, are those to whom the
seed and subsistence godds are owed; the oldest among them in the productive cycle owes nothing to
any living person, only to the ancestors. while he concentrates on himself all that junior people owe to
the community, which he therefore comes to embody.

55
EDGAR PELTENBURG

o o o g
’ g
y
Becallse Of hlS p051t10n at the apeX Of the Co”lnlu"lt the eldel 18 10 lcally appoulted to store a]ld
CeIltI al Ze 1S pl‘OdUCe IIe 1S alS() ma gOOd pOSlthIl to IIlallage it. SO the need iOI) IIlallageIIlellt to ensure
1 .
IepIOductl()n Of the pI‘OdUCtl\/e C yCIG creates a fllllCthIl. (NICIHEISSOUX 1981. 42 .

i i -state
i i i bsistence goods in pre-s
le for the circulation of su o€ :
rs are generally responsib . . Eeeuly Sl
'Thlltls, aell(sizcietiesg Other characteristic features provide them with opport
agricultur .
p . it i ntocrats who tend
e poV‘i/se Zm indispensable condition of such small groups and 1.t is tt;e:.e Igl:r];)etween s Who tend
Exilglar:z,thority and contacts to organize alliances anq matrlmomal. rela 1(iderS tween commn
‘po have de r 1978: 212). To negotiate effectively with allied com.mumtleft,hz e
tlest(oBle(I)lveer the fa.te of pubescent females within their group.f In tht1ls1 wa);,n S e
<hift i 1 over women—irom the m .
i ol over subsistence to control o ; : of masenia’ g90c8
- {rf o 10::)2:1rtr01 over people” (Meillassoux 1981: 45). Meillassoux thus situates g
to politica : e
ﬁﬂfﬂy e ores eco'noén g a'n(t1 SO_C(;ZL}:;C Bolger (1992, 1993, 1994, 1996 and in this
t pf the prehistoric Cypriot evi » Bolger D
- he}l; tsrzf:;[lfglflf: tg conteI))(tualize the issue of gender relations in terr}rlls of ;isttlt]e(r% Eocial e
I/Ot}grr?gi" fi?gurative works, reproductive rituals, mortuary patltlerns angl Otr terirlzfomation .
) o i lusions is that a ma ;
i ation. One of her main conc . e st !
e Stateefloirrrlnthe later 3% millennium B.C. with the appearance of ca;)tli,e 511)(:;2 1954. e,
weapor OCCUI(’ir the depiction of women as mothers (Bolger 1996; see also ee e e
Weaponf}’;g“;) Negotiations of status, however, were not static be.for.e theri1 (ts)e b
Fra-nl}(;l 1roviciied %y the significant rethinking of egalitarian soc1et1}3s a(r)lrtani/mle flassoux’s recon
mSIgt'onIs) I shall assess the possibility that gender played an equqlly 111'1p1 antrole In the resme
'Strucfl "al relations in the late 4" millennium B.c. To do so, I will mainly e enhanced oo
lzge(;ltlsyolc);ovided by the large-scale exposure of Kissoner;;z—M 0§pt}‘z;llzla(,) ? :lslé qugnce  evelopments
} i i brief descripti :
es a bri
. eltenburg et al. 1998). This requires a br: . e of deve opmtts
?;atth leeilS lti)ngu(apdesecrati%)n and deposition of figurines in t)hefr gell—l;n(‘)/\(:/lr(l) ;(r:ls;(l)tll afe ceremonial 5
ithi tal. 1991). These de
it 1 iddle Chalcolithic (Peltenburg e
posit in the Mi

fig. 1.

KISSONERGA 2, 3A AND 3B!

i from the Aceramic
i d sequence of occupations ! era
i the location for an unprecedente . atl ravkinioii
Klli?one:}gl: ];,Vaﬁy Bronze Age (Peltenburg et al. 1998). The earhes't surY1v1ng ug(s);aslé C1u tigve -
bNeei((;lrlltg :((; tﬁe Middle Chalcolithic, a period in which we werfe a.ble todl(iirrl,zg ts\;vri)l e e
itati i is ts an .
ier si habitation mainly consisted of pi
3A and 3B. Earlier signs of

jzati 3 t Burials
Period Storage Settlement Organization Representative Ar
erio L <
les
3 communal grouped timber huts few exarilp e N
3A household grouped stone-based buildings female o
3B 2centralized hierarchical sectors female
e ? none survive beside houses
4a Icentralized ] ! S
4b household discrete zones none survive

Figure 1. A; ecte deV opm nts a IKISY()”L” a durin lh€4 and nl” ennia B.C.
g e’ d 61 € 1 g ’4 3 I




56

GEND
ER AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE IN PREHISTORIC CYPRUS: A CASE STUDY FROM KISSONERGA

Abandoned ?

-

B

B

—

MFC?

Fi y ¢ ]
gure 2. Schematic 'p/(.lll of Kissonerga 3B. The location of the figurine de
building, which intruded into the areq of calcarenite stru

- Standard Period 3 masonry

Caicarenite buildings
Living area

Exterior surtace
Access certain or virtually certain

. . I
Burials: male, female, child, unknown | 8

posit is indicated by “hoards” below the late
cfitres in the upper sector,

EDGAR PELTENBURG 57

preceding Period 3A, deep Period 2 pits of a type consistent with grain storage occurred amongst out-
of-door work areas and a group of timber buildings. Large bottle-shaped pits of this kind are rare in
prehistoric Cyprus, but earlier instances of functionally equivalent features may include smaller stor-
age pits and the more elaborate underground galleries at Philia-Drakos A (Watkins 1969: 34-35) and
Kalavasos-Ayios (Todd 1985: 86-87). These are capacious features that very likely contained bulk
quantities of grain far in excess of the requirements of nuclear families. Thus, they probably served as
communal storage for settlements.

These pits disappear in Kissonerga 3A when, in one locale, stone-founded Building 1547 was
placed directly over an open store zone, absorbing that public storage space within the boundary of the
structure. Communal, extra-mural storage was thus privatized with the introduction of stone-based
buildings. Consumables were kept inside houses and storage became a prerogative of individual house-
holds. The problem of how to store without digging large pits inside small buildings was overcome by
the manufacture of storage pots, the first in Cyprus. During Periods 2 and 3A, therefore, there is a
discernible trend away ffom a communal sharing network in the economy to the control of agricultural
produce by more individual productive cells based on permanent structures with central hearths.

According to stratigraphic, ceramic and C'* evidence, the next period, 3B, followed directly after
3A. Its inception was apparently the result of a conscious policy by at least some inhabitants to move
to a previously unoccupied part of the site, to inaugurate a new settlement organization and to elabo-
rate many aspects of material culture. The act of founding a new settlement, in other words, by shifting
a group of people simultaneously to a new locale within the area of the same site was but one element
in a package of initiatives designed to announce, legitimate and consolidate a beginning, a new social
order. Many characteristics of these innovations are most clearly characterized in the Main Area of
excavations at Kissonerga (fig. 2). There, the community was divided into two physically separate
sectors, a high sector of variable-sized structures, the most imposing arranged around an open space,
which is referred to as the Ceremonial Area, and less substantial structures in a slightly lower locality,
the stream sector. The conspicuous high sector structures, including the largest building so far recov-
ered in prehistoric Cyprus, were built after several centuries of continuous development on the island
and they serve as a symbol of new forms of integration in an enlarged community aggregation (cf.
Adler and Wilshusen 1990: 140-41). As we shall see, this episode was associated with unprecedented
rituals, perhaps to legitimate the new order. Since differences between the sectors are of scale and
elaboration rather than of kind, they are likely to denote the existence of weakly articulated corporate
groups, but the effort made to distinguish one of these groups remains impressive. Some of the salient
features suggest that we may be dealing with engendered space, and, hence, they merit our attention here.

Boundedness

The locality of the high sector buildings was defined by diverse features that separated it from the
rest of the community. The clearest markers today are a broad, shallow ditch to the south and west, and
a paved track to the north. No buildings intruded on the ditch in the south which, given the general
density of structures, means that it was deliberately regarded as a distancing measure. To the west,
ancient erosion or a terrace interfered with the ditch which could, therefore, have continued beyond the
limit of excavation. Traces of linear walls on its inner lip may be the remains of an early enclosure
wall(s) that further helped to define the space. A wide, paved track to the north similarly was kept free
of encroachments. On its far side stood insubstantial buildings, one of which may have served as a
cooking place. To the east, the sector was bounded by slightly rising ground that lacked all traces of
structures in the small soundings placed in that area. Thus, the high sector was physically separated
from the south and west by a wall(?) and ditch, from the east by open space and from the north by a
formal approach.
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ing pits and surplus production, associations that point to the existence of an ascendant social minority
(cf. Hayden 1995: 56-57).

If taken in isolation, a seemingly endless variety of reasons may be subjectively adduced for the
deliberate disfigurement of so many female images placed inside the house model. One way to narrow
the possibilities is to consider this event contextually in terms of evolving practices and synchronous
actions. To some extent we have dealt with the latter. It was an unusual public statement enacted upon
or soon after the foundation of a new settlement type. Other Chalcolithic stone and pottery figurines
were normally discarded in general settlement accumulation. The contemporary, soft picrolite cruci-
form pendants fulfilled different functions since they were excluded from the deposit and are fre-
quently found in graves. Since they were personal ornaments, they help to distinguish the female
representations in this cache as public in some sense. Viewed in terms of figurine use and develop-
ment, the deposit also marks the beginning of the end of the production of these types of images. Thus,
in the ensuing Late Chalcolithic there is a complete absence of birthing symbols in primary deposits.
Not one of the 55 individuals buried in 48 Late Chalcolithic funerary facilities at Kissonerga possessed
a birth pendant. The disappearance of pervasive symbols that explicitly conveyed the importance of
birth, so emphasizing the roles of females in society, may well denote a restructuring of gender roles.

The dramatic disjunction in settlement type and figurine usage/destruction at the beginning of
Kissonerga 3B suggests that there existed an underlying set of tensions which, given the mutilation
and deliberate burial of so many female figurines, could be connected with the balance of male-female
relations. Economic roles may be pertinent to an understanding of these tensions. Kissonerga has
yielded a relatively lengthy sequence of occupations, from the Aceramic Neolithic to the Early Bronze
Age, one that allows us to monitor long term economic trends. In the course of those occupations, the
vicinity of the site was increasingly exploited for natural resources such as stone and timber. The
expansion of settlement population throughout the Chalcolithic resulted in ever more extensive ground

clearance. The impact of this intensification on the fallow deer, which were such a staple of the known
diet, was to drive them further away to more congenial habitats. This reconstruction is supported by
Croft (1998: 212—13) who points out that there is an unambiguous evolution of economic animals in
the history of Kissonerga away from deer management towards the more labor intensive control of pig.
The decline of herding contrasts with an increase in the size, number and variety of food preparation
implements and the expanded use of storage pots.? These relationships suggest that agricultural pro-
duction became more important to the enlarged community at least by the 3" millennium B.c. Tools for
the preparation of cultivars, especially cereals, are concentrated inside houses and, as suggested by the
figurines inside the model and burial evidence (below), females are also closely connected to Kissonerga
buildings. If, indeed, these correlations reflect real lifestyles, females may have been closely identified
with agriculture, males with hunting and herd management. Although such economic identities have
almost assumed the status of universal constants, identifications at Kissonerga are based on indepen-
dent, if limited, empirical evidence. Thus, with the growing importance of agriculture in the economy,
coupled with the decline of herding, there may have come a perceived need for females, as economic
producers, to negotiate for social position and for males to redefine their strategic roles. The public
ritual in the high sector and subsequent decline in female figurine production may have been one
episode in the adjustments of gender relations brought about by economic trends. Following Meillassoux,
the emerging dominance of cereal production provides a context for the rise of male elders and their

control of the destiny of young females.

DISCUSSION

To summarize developments at Kissonerga, in Period 3A, we have seen that the growth of the
settlement was accompanied by a lessening of the consensual, community network in the use and
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distribution of cereal supplies. In 3B, an ascen-
| W Caloarenite buidings | dant segment of society was able to obtain surplus
Domerbuidngs | 7] foodstuffs for feasting and other purposes. It exer-
cized controls over the procurement and distribu-
tion of agricultural produce. We have seen that,
according to the models described above, this evi-
dence is consistent with the existence of leaders,
but to consider gender more explicitly, it may be
useful to explore ethnographic examples of spa-
tial divisions in settlements. Common to many of
these pre-traction agricultural societies are inte-
grative facilities like dance houses, sudatories, clan
houses, plazas and men’s houses (Adler and
Wilshusen 1990: 133). Of these, men’s houses

conform most closely to the 3B evidence since they

are usually grander expressions of ordinary houses.

They are the products of social relations in which,

generally, men are oriented towards the public

sphere and women to the house and other, less pub-
lic spaces (Rosaldo 1974). Sexual segregation, of course, is not complete, but the structuring principles

of these types of societies mean that men spend much time away from the house and in ceremonial
houses characterized by large size and valued group display (Duncan 198 1and Rapoport 1969: 64-65).
We have already mentioned the conspicuous architecture and display pottery of this sector of the
Kissonerga settlement. Two other features merit more detailed assessment to determine if the Kissonerga
sectors represent gender specific spaces: non-domestic characteristics and special funerary customs.
I noted above that feasting is implied by some of the evidence from the high sector, a feature that
is consistent with the many ceremonies associated with ethnographically attested men’s houses (Foster
1995). The type of food consumed may be distinct in this area since nowhere else is there such a
concentration of earth ovens. They may have been used as roasting pits for meat, for example, since
Kissonerga 3B faunal remains increase in line with excavated volume of soil, whereas palacobotanical
remains decrease (Peltenburg et al. 1998: 244). If the calcarenite buildings simply functioned as larger
versions of other houses, we may expect an equivalent density of domestic items, but in this, too, they
are different. In terms of food producing equipment, for example, the complete absence of rubbers,
querns and mortars from high sector buildings is noticeable when one compares their frequency in
other contemporary buildings (fig. 3: see “quern etc”). The opposite pattern obtains for pestles, but at
Kissonerga these were also used for red ochre working (Peltenburg et al. 1998: 185, Table 7.3), a
function wholly appropriate to the needs of Building 206, the Red Building. The distribution of needles
and pot discs (whorls?) also reveals a disparity in which these ostensibly domestic items are frequent
in subsidiary structures, virtually absent from the calcarenite buildings (fig. 4). Since we are dealing
with a number of abandoned and destroyed structures in both sectors, the dataset may be regarded as
more than usually representative and, hence, greater confidence can be placed on these patterned dis-
tributions. The contrasts between the contents of the curvilinear calcarenite buildings and their anoma-
lous, small rectilinear neighbars to the north, at least one of which was dedicated to oven cooking, are
particularly marked. In other words, the high sector is composed of fine calcarenite buildings with
little evidence for domestic activities and, on the other side of the paved approach, a suite of what
might be termed ancillary service structures. Above, we argued for the existence of gendered, subsis-
tence-related objects; hence, this patterning supports the notion of a more male-oriented high sector.

Frequency

2
@
o

o

pounder
gnnder
hammar/g
rubbing st
flaked tool
quem etc

Food production equipment

Figure 3. Occurrence of food producing equipment in
calcarenite and other buildings of Kissonerga 3B.
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Funerary practices lend further support to the
i distinct nature of the high sector. Settlerpent space
| at Kissonerga is normally crowded'wnh burials,
preferentially located beside or cut 1qto the outer
wall that defined the living/sleeping area of
| houses (fig. 5). In contrast to this nomal pattgrn,
| graves are conspicuous by their rarity in the high
| sector. Only one of the children recovered from
| Period 3B occurred there, and it was r'10t placed
| as usual beside or in a house but outside a pos-
sible enclosure wall, on the berm between 1.t a.md
the surrounding ditch (Gr. 560). The remaining
| two or three graves were deliberately empFled,
another contrast with traditional burial practices.
| Where associations between burials and hous.es
| are clear in Kissonerga 3A-4, females and chil-
| dren consistently predominate, and males are
| scarce (fig. 6). Gender relations, therefor.e, sc?em
I to structure settlement organization. This hlg.h—
lights the special status of the high sector. While
we cannot be certain if males, females. or bc.)th
were interred in the high sector, structuring prin-
ciples suggest that they may hav§ been males.
The absence of empirical evidence for st.or—
age of foodstuffs in the high sector is interesting
since, according to Meillassoux, elders stored,
centralized and circulated subsistence goods
| (above). On the face of it, this yvould seem to
distinguish the functions of the high sector frorp
| essential roles played by elders. Howevclt\r, ev;
| ; dence from contemporary.Lern.ba-Lal\. ous
| . shows that central storage did exist at this time.
Figure 4. Distribution of potiery zlis¢:s and bone needles in There, located in a - bounded on a.t least one
Kissonerga 3B. Circles are discs, triangles needles. Note side by a stone L P —— - au
that black symbols post-date the structures. e — e ool
nally contained storage pots (Peltenburg et al.

i imit of
1985: 31617, 325, pl. 25.4-6). At least 11 pot pits were recovered, but more he;) Efz‘(;rtldl r'il;ied:r;];nes
exca\./ation Tilis evidence suggests that specially designated compounds near,re F
: buildings, were set aside for storage. Clea'rly, arpple space was q o
T ystem, d ’all clearly such space was unavailable in the built-up settlement ex nent
itoriﬁzrszvsg:g; a;[ig(cilile C)lllalcolithic settlements had discrete zones for bulk storage, a circumsta
no ,

that could well correspond with the dictates of Meillassoux’s model.

CONCLUSIONS

roles has often been linked to the rise of the state (c’f. Bo_lger
his regulation occurred much earlier as part of elders rpampu—
alcolithic Kissonerga, we have inferred

Regulation of female reproductive
. . ]
1996: 371). According to Meillassoux, reg :
lation of power in pre-state agricultural societies. At Middle Ch
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Figure 6. Occurrence of interred males, females and

children with houses in the 4™ and 3'* millennia 8.c. at

Kissonerga. Note that with the exception of anomalous

Figure 5. Standardized Chalcolithic house plan showing Period 3B, females occur regularly in association with
close relationship of interments with buildings. houses.

sociopolitical restructuring from a sequence of interlocked changes, some of which suggest that this
may have involved a shift in gender relations. These should be seen against a general trend of intensi-
fication of agricultural production and greater control over stored yields. They include the inception of
a new ideology in Period 3B, the public destruction and burial of many birth figures inside a house
model at that time, followed by a marked decline in production of female images and evidence for the
existence of gendered space. We have also argued that the upper sector where the images were buried
shows signs of male dominance, but to construe this as the introduction of a masculinist ideology
would require more evidence than is currently at our disposal. Clearly, significant changes occurred at
the beginning of Kissonerga 3B, but it must be admitted that many of our inferences about gender
relations remain speculative. Pertinent evidence is available in other aspects of the archaeological
record of the prehistoric Cyprus, and this should now form the subject of a broader investigation in a
structured rather than simply formal manner (cf. Moore 1982).
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NOTES

osphilia. There are many sites in the village boundary of

g i issonerga-M i
L Kissonerga refers (o the site of . dominant, it is abbreviated here to Kissonerga (see

Kissonerga, but as Kissonerga-Mosphilia is spatially so

Peltenburg et al. 1998).
2. See Peltenburg et al. 1998, Table . .
and 4 are far more numerous than in preceding periods, even w

amount of soil.

s 19.10-26. Tools such as pestles, querns and rubbers from Periods 3B/4
. hen one factors in the disparities of excavated
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GENDER AND MORTUARY RITUAL IN
CHALCOLITHIC CYPRUS

DIANE BOLGER

Department of Archaeology
University of Edinburgh
¢ Edinburgh EH1 1LT, Scotland
dbolger@arcl.ed.ac.uk

The adoption of new mortuary practices in Cyprus during the Late Chalcolithic period in
Cyprus furnishes important evidence for changes in social relations during the course of the
3% millennium B.c. In particular, the introduction of chamber tombs and the advent of group
burials signal the emergence of new kinship structures that brought about fundamental changes
in the relationships between men, women and children. These developments, which continued
into the Bronze Age, took place against a backdrop of advancing social complexity that in-
cluded the intensification of agriculture, the growth of trade and metallurgy, and the introduc-
tion of new technologies from the Anatolian mainland. In this paper I will consider the means
by which new social definitions of gender were visibly underscored through transformations in
the symbolic system associated with life-cycle rituals of birth and death, as well as the degree
to which the social construction of gender during the Late Chalcolithic period, as perceived
through the evidence of mortuary ritual, formed the basis for new gender constructs during the
Early Bronze Age.

o judge from the evidence of prehistoric sites on the island, early sedentary society in Cyprus

comprised relatively small, egalitarian groups of village-based subsistence-level culti-

vators, During the Chalcolithic period (ca. 3900-2500/2300 8.c.), however, social and eco-
nomic factors such as population growth, surplus storage, intensive exploitation of copper resources,
and the acquisition of foreign prestige items began to contribute to higher levels of social inequality.
By the middle of the third millennium and continuing into the Bronze Age, Cyprus had begun to take
part in a larger geographical and economic sphere, a development that can be inferred from new pat-
terns of settlement, accelerated rates of craft specialization, trade in prestige items, and technological
advances inspired and very likely introduced from abroad (Frankel, Webb and Eslick 1996). The latter
include the introduction of plow agriculture, bronze working, and weaving. Increased production and
greater levels of sedentism, developments that accompanied the intensification of agriculture, changed
society in profound ways by fostering social divisions and creating a need for alliances. This, in turn,
promoted the rise of interest groups and social hierarchies intent on exercising authority and maintain-
ing control (Knapp 1993; Manning 1993). Although these attempts were not always successful
(Peltenburg 1993), the overall long-term trend during the late 3 and 2" millennia was a shift from
egalitarianism to hierarchy resulting ultimately in the rise of rich and powerful bureaucratic centers
such as Kition and Enkomi.
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