Organ donation in Wales
The recent development within health and social care policy being discussed in this assignment is the recent development within organ donation in wales. Organ donation is a concept within medicine which is fundamental to discovering new treatments and new ways of operating and is seen as a positive action within the NHS among consultants and specialists (in the field of organ donation). In 2015, Wales became the very first country in the UK to introduce the ‘opt out’ system, whereby individuals have the right to not give consent to donate their organs and tissues. (British Medical Association, 2018)
The new development within organ donation in wales will essentially give people the right to choose what they would like to happen after their death, but only if they register with the government. People who do not register will be treated as though they have no objections to donate and this is known commonly as deemed consent. (welsh government , 2015)
In 1994 the UK government launched the first register where people could decide to give their organs to medical research and transplant surgeries. The register was signed by 33% of the population which was a staggering amount for the time, as many did not understand organ donation and the meaning behind it. 
Since the first register was launched much has happened in the field of organ donation, including the first living donor, which allowed both donor and recipient to have full liver function and in 1995 the UK performed its first lung-lobe transplant, successfully performed by Dr Magdi Yacoub (A leading consultant in the transplantation field) (Gregory, 2015). 
2004 saw the celebration of the tenth anniversary of this register and the government wanted to invite one million people to join an already low figure register and their attempts were successful and today there are over 15 million people on the organ donation register in the UK alone and 109,000 people from this figure are welsh. This figure may not seem significant, but it’s a figure which has increased by 30% in the last two years.  (NHS, 2017)
The Human Transplantation (Wales) Act, which received royal assent in September 2013 is the key legislation which allows a soft opt-out system for consent to deceased organ and tissue donation in Wales. This Act aims to ensure that the number of organs and tissues for transplants increase and the number of people dying in wales, due to waiting for donations decrease. This will improve the lives of many individuals and their families waiting for donations in Wales, as they may continue to live fulfilled lives after their surgeries. (Welsh government , 2017). However, a recent article, published by the BBC, insists that the new welsh ‘opt-out’ law has not increased donors. This article follows after data published by the Welsh government exhibit’s that in 21 months before the law changed there were 101 deceased patients within welsh hospitals due to waiting for donations, but in the same time period after the law changed, welsh hospitals experienced an increase of deaths of up to 105 patients. (BBC News , 2017)


Donors are only allowed to be adults over the age of 18 by law in the UK, but in very rare circumstances where maybe a parent or relative may need an organ, then the child will be allowed to be a donor, under the authority of the National Health Service (NHS), taking into consideration the impact on health to the child post-operation. Any adult with a learning disability will not be deemed capable to make consent if their disability is severe, as they will not be of the right state of mind to make such a decision. (Thompson, 2017)
Another legislation established by the Human Tissue Authority (HTA), is the Human Tissue Act 2004. This act covers all in Scotland, England, Wales and Northern Ireland and regulates the activities concerning the removal, storage and disposal of human tissue. This Act came into fruition after the Alder Hay Hospital scandal, where organs were retained without consent.  (welsh government , 2017). This act also protects the DNA of the deceased, making it unlawful to analyse and experiment with DNA if consent has not been given. Prosecution could lead to anyone who has unlawfully kept or stored any hair, nails or blood from the deceased and could face up to 18 months imprisonment. (Human Tissue Authority, 2017)
Both of these legislations have been praised by many outside organizations including the British Medical Association (BMA) for allowing people to have a choice after their death, but also have been frowned upon by some organizations such as the Human Tissue Association (HTA) as the legislations do not give enough explanation to persuade people to register or find further information into organ donation. A recent survey conducted by the government found that 90% of the British public had current knowledge into the Human Transplantation Wales Act of 2013 but did not know of any information regarding the Human Tissue Act, which was found to be rather concerning, as this act protects the actual organs and tissues of the deceased. (Podolak, 2017)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, organ donation has come a long way, in terms of how many more surgeries are performed today and also how many more people show willingness to donate. People now have the choice to ‘opt-out’, in Wales, which gives them the choice to whether or no they want to donate their organs and organ tissue, an option which was not available before 2013. We have discovered that there are two key legislations which rotate around organ donation in wales and these were the Human transplantation (Wales) Act 2013 and the Human Tissue Act of 2004. The current developments in organ donation has brought about a positive change amongst the welsh population as now they have the right to choose what they would like to happen after their deaths, which is most comforting in some circumstances.
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