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The English Legal system is based upon Common law principles.
Let us discuss…

Common Law sets down an importance on precedent while permitting some liberation for interpretation. The most remarkable benefit of using Common law is it can be adapted to situations that were examined those times by the legislature 
Prof Rab (2022) remarks, England and Wales follow the common law legal system that emerged in UK in the 12th century along with the legal reforms made by King Henry II. This was called common law because it was applied equally across the whole country. The Common Law legal system was set by the vital contents of the earlier cases heard in the past and are declared by the Judges.

Common Law and its usage in the English Legal System:
‘The Guardian’ Journal Quinn (2022), explains in it, that the Common Law is a structure based on the concept of judicial precedent and was established using the court decisions and customs contrary to written codified laws. 
The Journal, although explains about the misinterpretation occurred amidst people about common law during the covid situation, yet the people abided by the common law principles put forth by the Government. 
The Bodleian Law Library (2023), in one of its articles, emphasizes that UK is a country following the common law principles, stating judgements and case laws are of great significance as the doctrine of precedent applies. This can be explained that the decisions made for each case is based on the relevant previous cases, depending on the superiority of the court.
The Article also explains the Common Law is derived from the legislative branch of the government and the precedence created by higher courts which are followed by lower courts.
ICLR (2023) explains that the common law may also be replaced by statutes and legislations, however there exists a control or limitation in reforming an old law, to the common law judges even though they are creative or ‘activist’ in relation to law. Parliament takes a vital role in these cases in creating changes to the law and this often occurs after a wide research and discussion made by the law Commission. The most appropriate example for the change in law is ‘the Offences of theft’ which was a old common law is now administered by ‘the Thefts act 1968, 1978’ etc and the ancient penalties of murder are now superseded by ‘the Homicide Act 1957. Both Substantive rules and Procedural ones are included in common law which deals with offence of murder and court procedure rules inherited from inherent jurisdiction of the court respectively.

What is Civil Law?
Civil Law can be explained as the codified body of law written down in active parliament. 
Courts and Tribunal Judiciary interprets Civil law that it deals with disputes arising between individuals or between individuals and Organizations. It also remarks when a Judge hears a civil case, they make the judgement by finding facts and applying the relevant law. The Judge’s decision is not necessarily binding on the given case. If the decision made is contradictory to the already existing legislation, judges are bound to follow the legislation and use the law appropriately.
Author Levack (1973) remarks in the 17th Century, Civil law accompanied English law system with royal absolutism with the High commission court and the Star Chamber court, when the civil liberty was disproved and religious convictions were implemented. Hence the author advises even in the early English period when religious orthodoxy was in existence, Civil law came entered the English legal system.

Contrasting Common law and Civil law:
Author Ferguson (2017) comments that Common Law and Civil law in UK differ from each other depending majorly on the sources of law and the role of judges. The author also remarks that in Civil law, legislation is highlighted as the major source of law however in Common law, judges take a vital role in putting legal precedents in place.

The author also utters that Civil law has its origin from Roman empire which lead to the development of roman legal principles during the 18th century, whereas Common law originated in England which was developed and established by judges following the individual cases heard by them and depending on the local customs, legal principles followed by different parts of the country and the rule by the monarchs.
Author Nouel (2007) differentiates Common law and Civil law in an article as, the Common law is uncodified, which means no appropriate anthology of statutes and legal rules and they are majorly based on legislative decisions that has already been followed in the previous cases; it involves a jury of ordinary citizens to help the judge in making the judgement based on the facts of the case. However, Civil law is a codified system originated from Roman law.
The Author also remarks, with regards to Judicial decisions, the Common law is binding whereas the Civil law is not binding on third parties.
The Author also remarks, Common law is less influenced by the writings of legal scholars whereas Civil law is significantly influenced in some civil law jurisdictions.
With regards to Freedom of contract, the author comments Common law is extensive which means very few provisions given by the law is into contractual relationship, however in Civil law it is more limited, meaning multiple provision given by the law is into contractual relationship.

History of Common Law:
The English Common Law, like other legal systems emerged early, did not initially contain essential or substantive rights instead consisted of procedural remedies.
Author Caenegem, R.C. (2012) narrates the history of Common law as, during the Middle Ages, following the Norman conquest in 1066, the medieval kings integrated their power and formed new organizations of Royal authority and justice which gave birth to the English Common law.
Centre for Law, Society and Justice (2023) in an article narrates that the Royal justice system enlarged and bloomed up during the latter part of the 1100s and it established a particular set of norms which was known as Common Law; initially it was said that these norms were equally and commonly spread across every part of the country against the diversity of regional law or local law, hence it obtained the name. However, the set of norms established never changed legal norms themselves; they were only conservative with regards to substantive law without making any drastic changes to the customary norms of the other laws like family law, inheritance law, criminal law and property law. Finally, the Common law born was found innovative with disputes being resolved tranquilly and obtaining the help of local juries to establish law and facts appropriately, and also a clear grading of the Courts.
Journal Adams G. B (1921) in the Yale Law Journal narrates, in 1178, King Henry II, following an investigation of the matter, understood that there were a great number of justices of about 18 with a small group of 5 wise men established to manage the complaints arising in the kingdom and serve right justice; this particular group included 2 clerks and 3 laymen and were obliged not to leave the King’s court and remain there to hear complaints. For those cases that these wise men were unable to come to a conclusion, they were responsible to present them to a royal hearing and judgement to be determined by the King and the other peers in the Kingdom. 

Common Laws in Practice and Examples:
Author Chen (2022) comments, on occasions, Common law has served the basis for the introduction of new legislations, although it is a body of unwritten laws which follows the legal precedents set up by the courts.
 One of the fine examples is the UK’s long existed common-law offense of ‘Outraging public decency’. In the past, the Officials have been using this primitive common law to punish a new unwelcomed activity called upskirting which is taking pictures of others’ private parts in order to embarrass or humiliate them.
However, U.K Parliament, in Feb 2019 introduced the Voyerism (Offences) act to punish those who performed ‘Upskirting’ by imprisoning up to 2 years and entering the convicted person’s name in the Sex offenders register.
Another example of Common law in practice today is the Common-law marriage act. Common-law marriage is also known as non-ceremonial marriage; it is a relationship where the couple cohabitate without a marriage license and present themselves as ‘being married’ to friends, family and the community.
Citizensadvice.org.uk (2023) advises Couples that intend to cohabitate without being married might be able to declare their status with their partner by making a legal agreement called a Cohabitation contract.
The Common-law Contract is another common law used today, which requires and advises people to read their contracts to protect themselves and their properties. An example is the Griffith v Brymer (1903), where there was an oral agreement made by a plaintiff on a wrong assumption of facts and later the plaintiff recovered his money.
The Copy right law is one of the common laws followed today, which is the legal doctrine allowing copyrights. An example for this is Donaldson v Beckett, 1774 where the implied agreement between the author and purchaser could not be maintained when the book was published and sold. 
The Common law duty of Confidentiality is a remarkable example. According to Department of Health (2023), a duty of confidence applies to a doctor to protect the privacy and confidentiality of the patient’s details at any circumstance and no disclosure of the details occur without the consent of the patient. 

Conclusion:
With all the above discussed facts, it can concluded that English legal system is established on Common law principles. On the other hand, Common law also maintains statutes up-to-date and keeps in line with modern problems and solutions to them, establishing precedent where no statutory codification exists.
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