	
	
	



                                                Finding Minerva
“Thyself dost see that fierce wars are waged by Minerva’s hands. Is she for that the less at leisure        for the liberal arts?[footnoteRef:17370] [17370:  Ovid, Fasti Book 3, Translated by James G Frazer                                                                                   < https://www.theoi.com/Text/OvidFasti3.html>  ] 


                                                   [image: ]
                               Statue of Minerva guards the Minerva Theatre in Chichester 
The aim of this piece is to ascertain, how Roman was Roman Britain, by attempting to reveal how specific sites inform our understanding of life, spirituality, and death in Chichester’s transitioning Romano-British period, and by seeking to place Minerva, the goddess of the arts, crafts, war, and boundaries in context. Working within the limitations of archaeological research evidence, sources will be examined to determine the processes by which Romano-British culture Romanisation/acculturation developed in the Chichester area. Although Minerva is present in Chichester in the modern, evidence of her influence from the Romano-British period is only extant on one stone inscription and as a carved figure on another. Evidence suggests Chichester was outwardly adapting to Romanisation. However, Celtic beliefs did not terminate with the arrival of the Romans, life for the ordinary people did not change radically, the difficulty is lack of evidence to support much of the discussion and form firm conclusions. Michael Jones rightly reminds us ‘The observation that Rome was successful in assimilating a great variety of peoples and cultures into one imperial system is a platitude of classical history’[footnoteRef:22233] [22233:  Michael Jones, ‘The Failure Of Romanization In Celtic Britain’,
 Proceedings Of The Harvard Celtic Colloquium, 7 (1987), 126-145                                                              < https://www.jstor.org/stable/20557187 >

] 

[bookmark: _Int_9HTzf4BG]Chichester, has a diverse landscape, situated between the chalky South Downs, Chichester Harbour and encompassing the River Lavant, hillforts, barrows, field systems, ancient tracks, Bronze, Iron and Roman cemeteries, Stane Street Roman Road, entrenchments, the Roman Palace at Fishbourne, Roman Villa at Bignor, Romano-British temples at Chichester, Ratham Mill and Hayling Island. West Sussex was originally part of the Celtic-British tribal territory of the Atrebates and Verica the pro-Roman Client King of the Atrebates, demonstrates allegiances already in place with Rome before conquest.
[bookmark: _Int_oI0fkPez][bookmark: _Int_8m1fPr0x]Chichester, known in Latin as Noviomagus Reginorum was originally a Roman fort constructed by the Second Augustan Legion (Legio II Augusta) during conquest of southern England AD 43/44. Culturally, new elite structures in the southeast may have been developing during the late Iron Age, perhaps influenced by increasing continental contact.[footnoteRef:243] Abandonment of the Sussex hillforts mirrors an increase of Romanised coins, indicative of developing pro-Roman attitudes by local elites. Barry Cunliffe states that the ‘The civitas of the Regni, recreated as a kingdom by Claudius in 43, occupies a special place in the history and archaeology of Roman Britain. Under the leadership of its king, the famed Cogidubnus, it achieved a high level of Romanisation with a speed unequalled elsewhere in the province of Britannia.’[footnoteRef:15456] Client kingdoms often represented an entire tribal group, this was a system of rule implemented when Rome felt that influence without direct rule was desirable. While wholesale adoption of Roman ways and beliefs no doubt occurred in some cases, it is more probable that a process of cultural borrowing and adaptation occurred over time. The Romano-Britons would have developed their own local culture, an amalgamation of Roman and British customs and beliefs, including both local and Roman gods, and this is certainly the case in Chichester.  [243:  B Cunliffe, Iron Age Communities In Britain, (London: Routledge, 2005) p. 136

]  [15456:  Barry Cunliffe, The Regni, (London: Duckworth, 1973) p. 167
] 

[bookmark: _Int_FTG88FNz]Ronald Hutton[footnoteRef:23992] demonstrated the diverse consensus on Roman influence by analysing the opposing views of experts. Miranda Aldhouse-Green implies that the native British religion carried on unchanged, with just with a touch of Roman influence. Martin Henig’s view differs, he suggests the religion of native Britons was thoroughly Romanised. Hutton considers the evidence and concludes that both sides of the argument have merits, the problem is we do not actually know what the religion of the native British was like, as they did not leave written accounts, inscriptions, or icons. Hutton suggests that there was no massive religious struggle between the Romans and Britons, just a slight restructure and removal of the Druids who were highly respected by the Britons and therefore represented a threat. Hutton further argues that ‘the only way to tell who was participating in religious activity in Roman Britain is from the names or inscriptions they left us’,[footnoteRef:15430] In the case of Chichester, we have several inscriptions with names to give us a small glimpse into religion in this period. However, even with a Roman name on an inscription, it is still impossible to know if it was a Roman, or a native Briton taking a Roman name. Henig states that ‘Religion certainly played a part in Romanisation’[footnoteRef:19470] and understanding religious beliefs and practices is essential when trying to perceive different societies. However, in the case of Roman Chichester, the traditions of the indigenous Celts are lost to history, Roman inscriptions are limited to a few examples listed under Chichester, on the Roman Inscriptions of Britain website[footnoteRef:23588] and other religious beliefs are represented by a single oil lamp with the image of Egyptian God Anubis carved upon it which was excavated from the Roman cemetery at St Pancras in Chichester. This evidence demonstrated that religious diversity was occurring in Roman Britain, imported to Britain by soldiers, and traders which led to fusion and change. Religion in Roman times was an important aspect of everyday life in urban, rural, temple, complexes, shrines, cemeteries, and domestic settings. Celtic spirituality is represented during the Roman period by epigraphy and iconography, inscriptions provide the names of deities, and imagery demonstrate how they were perceived as physical manifestations of the supernatural. Unfortunately, Chichester is devoid of evidence to provide a link with native deities. However, lack of firm evidence does not mean Celtic gods were not being worshipped in the landscape before invasion, or supressed thereafter, the evidence has remained frustratingly elusive, a fragmentary inscription which may have offered a named Celtic deity is missing the vital piece.[footnoteRef:19811] [23992:  Ronald Hutton,  ‘Paganism In Roman Britain, Talk To Gresham College, (2022) < https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/paganism-roman >
]  [15430:  Ronald Hutton, ‘Paganism In Roman Britain Talk To Gresham College, (2022) <]  [19470:  Martin Henig, Religion In Roman Britain, ‎ (London: Routledge, 1995), p. 69. Note page reference differences between editions, Martin Henig, Religion In Roman Britain, (1984) p. 84.]  [23588:   Roman Inscriptions Of Britain, < https://romaninscriptionsofbritain.org/sites/chichester >]  [19811:  M Russell, Roman Sussex (Stroud: The History Press 2006) 35–37, 45–51, 72–74,] 

 ‘It is worth noting, in respect of monumental artwork recovered from Chichester, that Noviomagus and its surrounds were certainly not short of inscriptions and imperial statuary, although much of this material is of middle to later first-century. The town can boast inscriptions to Nero which could indicate the people of Chichester were at one point worshipping the Imperial cult and the client king Tiberius Claudius Togidubnus’[footnoteRef:3839] [3839:  Miles Russell, ‘ A Near Life-Size, Togate Bust From Chichester, West Sussex. Britannia, 44 (2013), 264-270 < https://www-cambridge-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/core/journals/britannia/article/near-lifesize-togate-bust-from-chichester-west-sussex/6A270C7AB9D64A62DB07BF8BC1A2E851 >] 

[bookmark: _Int_qrSj1HNd][bookmark: _Int_IAExeZDa]Ralph Haussler offers further insight ‘Rome was hardly interested in local cults, apart from creating clear rules for provincial ciuitates by institutionalising civic cults with the aim to avoid civic strife. Consequently, we should assume the persistence of pre-Roman, indigenous cults which were undergoing gradual adaptations to suit contemporary societal and cultural understandings a process that started in the Iron Age and continued throughout the Principate. If the Romans were largely uninterested in local cults, it must have been predominantly the local population who was responsible for changing the nature of their cults’[footnoteRef:31209] [31209:  Ralph Haussler, ‘Interpretatio Indigena, Re-Inventing Local Cults In A Global World’, Mediterraneo Antico, (2012), 143-174 p. 143. < https://www.academia.edu/7952176/R_Haeussler_Interpretatio_Indigena_Re_Inventing_local_cults_in_a_global_world >
Indigenous’ and ‘native’ is used as shorthand to describe both local deities that go back to pre-Roman times as well as the conquered population.] 

Roman goddess Minerva was depicted throughout Celtic Britain in both Roman fashion and in the more abstract Celtic representation. Romans honoured the local deities of lands which they conquered, the shrine of Sulis Minerva at Bath[footnoteRef:28924] provides an example of the conflation and hybridization of Roman and Celtic religious beliefs and practices. However, in Chichester we do not have any firm evidence of a native goddesses or deity only Minerva as the sole female representation.  [28924:  I. Richmond and J. Toynbee, ‘The Temple Of Sulis-Minerva At Bath’, Journal Of Roman Studies, 45 (1955), 97-105 <  https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-roman-studies/article/abs/temple-of-sulisminerva-at-bath/B1FE054F1BBC22D688CDF8E6143949DB >] 


                                   [image: ]
                              Interpretive drawing of the Minerva image on the Jupiter stone[footnoteRef:5647] [5647:  Anthony J Beeson, ’A Dedication To Jupiter, A Sculptural Base From Chichester Discussed’, Minerva 4.4 (1993) 12-15] 

Excavations on West Street in 1934 uncovered the Jupiter Stone[footnoteRef:18132] which is believed to date from the late first century AD, to early third century AD. The significance of this piece lies in the carved images and what they may represent. The stone is inscribed with a dedication to (I.O.M) 'Jupiter best and greatest'. Two sculptured female figures, goddesses or nymphs are depicted against a background of nature, the fragmentary female waist to knee wearing a chiton, may have represented Minerva, and the female holding a spear may have been the Iron Age tribal representation. The images show a fusion of Classical forms with native Iron Age traditions, creating a significant example of Romano-British art, which would have originally formed part of a monument dedicated to Jupiter in public square of Chichester. The Jupiter column in Chichester displays an alternative divine triad. Mars, Minerva, and two nymphs occupy three sides of the base. Jupiter Optimus Maximus occupies the fourth. Whilst this stone holds a beautiful fragmentary image of Minerva, it does not reveal anything of her mysteries, it does not communicate what she represented or how was she was worshipped within Chichester, and the unknown Iron Age female holding a spear only poses more questions, can we tentatively suggest Minerva was her replacement?  [18132:  Roman Inscriptions Of Britain RIB 89 Dedication to Jupiter Optimus Maximus < https://romaninscriptionsofbritain.org/inscriptions/89 > ] 

[bookmark: _Int_X4WG10cC][bookmark: _Int_OW8dBcys]Unfortunately, few temples have been excavated, including the temple of Neptune and Minerva in Chichester and in the absence of archaeology, research is speculative. The only evidence for the temple is the Roman stone with the inscription ‘To Neptune and Minerva, for the welfare of the Divine House by the authority of Tiberius Claudius Togidubnus, king, imperial legate in Britain, the guild of smiths' and those therein gave this temple from their own resources, . . .]ens, son of Pudentinus, presenting the site'[footnoteRef:28657] The combination of sea god Neptune and goddess of crafts Minerva, appears to be suitable choice of patrons for a Guild of Shipwrights, and as guardians of a city dependent on both land and sea for its livelihood. However, the dedication and choice of deities may have owed more to the agents of Romanisation. Henig supports the antiquarian theory for the temple dedication, ’Some learned traveller told the tribal authorities that Minerva (Athena) and Neptune (Poseidon) were venerated in the Erechtheion at Athens and that the same combination of deities would surely look after the maritime and agricultural interests of southern Atrebatic/Regnensian ￼lands‘￼.[footnoteRef:9734] Anthony King suggests the temple ‘is very likely to have been a classical shrine set up for Romanized and possibly non-local worshippers‘.[footnoteRef:26721] The experts fail to question if this was a water temple, given the proximity to springs and the Lavant, or offer insights on the locational significance. Devoid of firm evidence other than the inscribed stone, we can gain some understanding through evidence at other sites with similar temple structures.￼ One local temple that may have provided insight is Ratham Mill just west of Chichester, yet Anthony King states ‘The relationship of Ratham Mill with the two other temples in the vicinity, on Hayling Island, 9.2 km WSW, and the Neptune and Minerva temple in Chichester, 5.4 km E, is unlikely to have been close’.[footnoteRef:7923] I would argue on this point, that King and other cited sources are making incorrect assumptions, considering Ratham Mill temple has never been excavated. [28657:  Roman Inscriptions Of Britain, ‘RIB 91Altar dedicated to Neptune and Minerva’, 
<  https://romaninscriptionsofbritain.org/inscriptions/91 > 
J. Bogaers, ‘King Cogidubnus In Chichester: Another Reading of RIB 91’, Britannia 10 (1979), 243–54
M. Russell, Roman Sussex (2006) 35–7, 45–51, 72–4 Note, Togidubnus variously spelt Cogidubnus.
]  [9734:  Martin Henig, Religion In Roman Britain, (1984), p. 26
]  [26721: Anthony King, ‘A Romano-Celtic Temple At Ratham Mill, Funtington, West Sussex’, Britannia 14 (1983) 1-4 p. 2 < https://www.researchgate.net/publication/259409752_A_Romano-Celtic_Temple_at_Ratham_Mill_Funtington_West_Sussex >


]  [7923:  Anthony King, ‘A Romano-Celtic Temple At Ratham Mill, Funtington, West Sussex’, Britannia 14 (1983) 1-4 p. 2 < https://www.researchgate.net/publication/259409752_A_Romano-Celtic_Temple_at_Ratham_Mill_Funtington_West_Sussex >
] 

Is Chichester’s Minerva a case of Interpretatio, with the native goddess all but lost to history, or could Minerva’s local British forerunner be the Iron Age spear brandishing female on the Jupiter stone, or was Minerva not a replacement because there was no local deity? The scenarios are intriguing, yet the archaeologists in their research seem uninterested in attempting to answer the Minerva question. In the absence of Minerva revealing her mysteries, who were the other gods or spirits of this place, and what can the existing evidence reveal of spiritual practice within the city and the ritualised landscape beyond the Roman walls? This was a question that I put to the curator Rob Symmons at Fishbourne Roman Palace,[footnoteRef:23256] who stated the general belief is that local gods were being worshipped, but those gods are unknown, no evidence has been found to determine who they were, what they would have represented, or how they were worshipped. Fishbourne Palace excavations failed to locate an altar, or religious representations within the grounds. Symmonds makes further comment in a co-authored article entitled A Roman Lead Figurine?[footnoteRef:6628]  [23256:  R. Symmons Curator Fishbourne Roman Palace Questions Via Twitter (2022)  ]  [6628:  Bailliot, M and Symmons, R ‘ Note From The Roman Palace At Fishbourne (Sussex): A Roman Magic Lead Figurine? Britannia, 43, (2012), 249-260 
< https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/britannia/article/note-from-the-roman-palace-at-fishbourne-sussex-a-roman-magic-lead-figurine/096107F4799A80714B69F7ACD17D9C10 >
] 

                                                     [image: ]
[bookmark: _Int_GvZcc3SO]          Roman lead figurine a possible indicator of religious activity at Fishbourne Roman Palace
[bookmark: _Int_oWprHpNA] In most parts of the Celtic world, we can identify a triad of mother goddesses, both in inscriptions and in sculpture, though most of our evidence comes from Roman times. The cult of Matres was present in Chichester, evidenced by a plaque dedicated to Matres[footnoteRef:31180] and an Iron-Age-style statue of a fertility goddess[footnoteRef:10203] from Fishbourne, both largely enigmatic in nature and intent. Whether they were venerated by high status individuals at Chichester/Fishbourne Palace, or by the local community is unknown. However, it may be suggested that the statue represented the divine powers associated with fecundity such in context to a dedication to the Matres Domesticae from Chichester[footnoteRef:11660] The figurine could imply continuity of the ancestral religious beliefs of native Atrebates-Regni peoples in the Chichester/Fishbourne area, coexisting with Roman influences. Domesticae was originally a cult from the Bonn region analogous to the Matres Aufaniae and members of the cult may have originated from the Rhine region.[footnoteRef:2834]                                          [31180:  Roman Inscriptions Britain, RIB 3037 ’Dedication To The Mother Goddesses Of Home‘, 
< https://romaninscriptionsofbritain.org/inscriptions/3037 > See also for reference, M. Hassall, and R. Tomlin, Inscriptions. Britannia, 10 (1979), 339-356
< https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/britannia/article/abs/ii-inscriptions1/A4B5B0580DE3C202FDD33618EC21B6A8#article >


]  [10203:  M. Henig, ’An Iron Age Style Statue Of A Fertility Goddess From Fishbourne’, Sussex Archaeological Collections 147 (2009), p. 213-214.
]  [11660:  Hassall, M., & R. Tomlin, ‘Inscriptions’, Britannia, 10 (1979), 339-356                                               < https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/britannia/article/abs/ii-inscriptions1/A4B5B0580DE3C202FDD33618EC21B6A8#article >



]  [2834:  Martin Henig, Religion In Roman Britain (1984) p. 49] 
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                          A Celtic mother goddess statue and plaque depicting a goddess at Fishbourne
[bookmark: _Int_DnYsV6Th][bookmark: _Int_efO2EHml]Procopius writes of fishermen ‘carrying dead souls across ocean to the Isle of Brittia’.[footnoteRef:5398]      Hayling Island is part of Chichester Harbour close to the presumed oppidum in the Chichester Fishbourne area. The Hayling temple, ‘can be linked to the royal house of the Atrebates and Regni, notably to king Togidubnus, who was the probable owner of Fishbourne Palace’,[footnoteRef:11977] beneath a large Roman temple lay two late Iron Age timber shrines, the c. 1BC Iron Age temple continued beyond the Roman conquest in AD 43, being replaced on the same site by the large stone Roman temple in c. 60AD, and Hayling’s temple was one of the first to be established in the new Roman province. Water has always had a connection to the Celtic dead and Hayling being an island could well have been the reason the site was selected as the temple location, islands are linked to liminal boundaries of the supernatural and Celtic beliefs surrounding the otherworldly, and islands are motifs which can be found in manuscripts, myths, and legends.[footnoteRef:782] Excavations at Hayling Island revealed mirrors and brooches which suggest that one of the deities venerated here was female. Weapons and horse accessories also found indicate the nature of her consort may have been Mars. A further possibility according to Anthony King, is that as this temple was in some way ancestral to the veneration of Neptune and Minerva.[footnoteRef:263] Other deposited objects include Celtic coins from the immediate area and Gaul. The Romano-British respect for prehistoric sites of burial may have been driven by local superstition. Shellfish such as oysters sometimes occur in graves, for instance at Chichester, and they might conceivably have had a symbolic significance as reminders of the sea over which the dead had to pass. However, they were also a popular food in Roman Britain and remains reveal vast quantities were consumed at the Hayling Island temple.  [5398:  Procopius (De Bello Goth. VIII, XX, 42–58, See also E.A Thompson, ’Procopius On Brittia And Britannia’, The Classical Quarterly, 30.2 (1980), pp. 498–507. < http://www.jstor.org/stable/638518 > 
]  [11977:  A. King, ‘A Sacred Island Iron Age, Roman And Saxon Temples And Ritual On Hayling Island
 2013 p. 3]  [782:  John Carey, ’Time, Space, And The Otherworld‘, Proceedings Of The Harvard Celtic Colloquium, 7 (1987), pp. 1–27 < http://www.jstor.org/stable/20557183 >                                                     Further Reference, Sarah Higley, ‘Preiddeu Annwn,’ The Camelot Project, (2007)                                      < https://d.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/text/preiddeu-annwn > 
P. Sims-Williams, ‘Kaer Sidi And The Other Celtic Otherworld Terms,’ Irish Influence On Medieval Welsh Literature, (2011)<https://oxford.universitypressscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/978019958865 7.001.0001/acprof-9780199588657 >

]  [263:  A. King, ‘A Sacred Island Iron Age, Roman And Saxon Temples And Ritual On Hayling Island
 2013 p. 3
] 

Beyond the city walls of Chichester are several cemeteries, the Roman cremation cemetery in St Pancras[footnoteRef:27921] is dated c. AD70 to late 2nd Century AD, 320 burials have been excavated from the site, 'All save nine of the burials were cremations, this being the Atrebatic burial rite until about the third century, by which time inhumation was superceding it as the main burial practice.’[footnoteRef:14525] The grave goods give an impression of what life was like, and what objects were believed to be useful in the afterlife, cups, plates, jewellery, talismans, and an oil lamp decorated with a figure of Anubis, the Egyptian god evidence of one of the many eastern religions that came to Roman Chichester, mainly with soldiers and the Iron Age elite whom travelled to Rome to gain knowledge of Roman practices before bringing them back to Britain where they were incorporated into Iron Age traditions. Archaeological excavations preceding construction of the A27 bypass just east of Chichester at Westhampnett[footnoteRef:10571] commenced in 1992, as a result, one of the most important sites in Europe for the study of Iron Age ritual and religion was discovered. 161 graves were found, alongside numerous pyres. The pyres were the first Iron Age examples to have been found in Britain and allowed a unique insight into funerary rites at the time. A Romano-British cremation cemetery with a further 36 burials was also discovered alongside faunal remains, coins, and items of personal adornment, mirrors amulets brooches.  [27921:  Gordon Hayden, ’Dialogues In Deposition: A Reassessment Of Early Roman-Period Burials At St Pancras, Chichester, And Other Related Sites’, Sussex Archaeological Collections, 149 (2011), 35–48 < https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archiveDS/archiveDownload?t=arch-285-1/dissemination/pdf/vol_149/03Hayden.pdf]  [14525:  Alec Down, Roman Chichester, (Sussex: Phillimore, 1988) p. 58-59. 
]  [10571:  C. Haselgrove and Colin Fitzpatrick, ‘Radiocarbon Dating And Bayesian Modelling Of The Late Iron Age Cremation Burial Cemetery At Westhampnett West Sussex’, Archaologisches Korrespondenzblatt. 47 (2018)
<323126901_Radiocarbon_Dating_and_Bayesian_Modelling_of_the_Late_Iron_Age_Cremation_Burial_Cemetery_at_Westhampnett_West_SussexGB >
] 

Importance of the Lavant in the life cycle of Chichester’s Romano-British inhabitants has not been explored by the academics and archaeologists, which is astounding as the Lavant meanders through some very important Bronze/Iron and Romano-British sites in Chichester and the surrounding landscape.[footnoteRef:23470] The human/river interactions, depositions and worship during the Roman period cannot be discussed in the absence of research and case study.[footnoteRef:32148]                    Rivers are associated with Celtic myth, and the otherworld, a physical giver of life, carrier of memory, and the dead, and in the Roman world would have has a spirit of place such as the Genius Loci. The belief that spirits and divine beings inhabited the landscape, interlink Celtic and Roman pagan beliefs, rituals and offerings maintained a balance between gods, spirits, and humans for the benefit of the community, the presence of the supernatural as part of the material world. The Lavant and her springs and wells would have fed the Roman baths in Chichester, it is therefore likely, the river would have had a multitude of  The Lavant rises in the South Downs, carving a path past the hill fort at the Trundle, across the Devils ditch and Chichester entrenchments and is rumoured in the absence of firm archaeological evidence, to have supplied the temple of Minerva and Neptune, before arriving at the Roman baths below the Novium museum[footnoteRef:7041] and finally entering the sea at Fishbourne in Chichester Harbour. Given the strategic sites she passes, it is fair to suggest, she was revered by both the Iron Age Britons and during the Romano-British transition. Her spirit of place remains latent in the absence of deity and devotional evidence.  [23470:  ARCHI, ’Maps And Lists Of Archaeological Sites Near River Lavant, West Sussex,
< https://www.archiuk.com/cgi-bin/archi_new_search_engine.pl?search_location=SU%2085%2008&search_type=archi_town_search&pwd=freesearch@freesearch.com&TownName=River%20Lavant&county=West%20Sussex&search_range=10000&placename=River%20Lavant&info2search4=archi_town_search&PlacenameFromPlacenameFinder=River%20Lavant&CountyFromPlacenameFinder=West%20Sussex >
]  [32148:  University College London,‘ Archaeological Surveying‘, (2018/19), 1-45 
< ARCL0027_ArchSurveying_Handbook_2018-19.pdf >]  [7041:  Novium Museum, ’The Bath House’, < https://www.thenovium.org/article/27248/Bath-house >
] 

                                  [image: ]
              River Lavant hinterland just beyond the northern section of Chichester’s Roman Walls 
 Sanctuaries were sacred spaces, often in natural locations such as springs or sacred groves. Many of these places were honoured as the abode of powerful spirits or deities and offerings and sacrifices were made to them. However, the evidence for these sacred places of spirit worship from the Romano-British period in Chichester are lost to us except for one inscription stone which reads ‘Sacred to the Genius (of the place) Lucullus, son of Amminius, set this up from his own resources’,[footnoteRef:11510] which was excavated in 1823 from the junction of North Street and West Street, Chichester. The location indicative of a dedication to the local spirit that guards the crossroads, which the Romans called Genius Loci. Elements of religious expression changed throughout the Roman period, reflecting local traditions and individual choices, use of religious objects, figurines, amulets, performance of rituals, and the deposition of artefacts. Identifying evidence for ritual activity can be a complicated process. Some indicators for religious behaviour can be obvious, such as a temple structure or artefacts used in association with ritual ceremonies such as altars. However, some ritual activity utilising non-religious artefacts or where activity may have taken place in a setting which may not be readily apparent as a sacred space, or a sacred grove, can require a contextual examination to determine the likelihood of it being of a religious nature. Ritual ceremonial enclosures and ritual depositions, are another common feature of Celtic-British cult practises during the Iron Age and transition into the Roman period, suggesting a continuity of cult practice.  [11510:  Roman Inscriptions Of Britain RIB 90 < https://romaninscriptionsofbritain.org/inscriptions/90 >] 

In conclusion, the examples considered have demonstrated that there was contact and trade with Rome before conquest and that the client king and subsequent governance oversaw a period of Romanisation, which in answer to the original question, goes some way to demonstrate that this part of Iron Age Britain was transitioning. In the absence of inscriptions, the religious aspect has been more problematic, in that we are left with fragmentary evidence, if any at all. However, we can say for certain, that temples were amongst the earliest stone structures to be erected in Britain. The temple of Minerva and Neptune in Chichester offers scant information for what occurred within the walls. In contrast Hayling Island has been studied, illuminating the transition from a pre-Roman to Roman shrine, which is documented in the structural transition from small circular and wooden to large stone temple c.AD 60-70. Anthony King[footnoteRef:19883] argues, that after the Roman rebuild, it is probable the cult and worship also transitioned, and was no longer exclusively Celtic, the new temple bought a new structure of Romano-Celtic deities and devotions. Unfortunately, more questions are posed than answered in pursuit of the original question and returning to Ronald Hutton as discussed at the start of this piece, ’In one sense it is insoluble – we just do not have enough evidence’,[footnoteRef:23518] on that premise, Hutton encourages individual interpretative freedoms in conclusions based within the limitations of evidence. [19883:  Anthony C. King, ‘A Sacred Island, Iron Age, Roman And Saxon Temples And Ritual On Hayling Island’, (2013), 1-45                                                                                                                                    https://www.academia.edu/5591668/A_Sacred_Island_Iron_Age_Roman_and_Saxon_Temples_and_Ritual_on_Hayling_Island >
]  [23518:  Ronald Hutton, ’Paganism In Roman Britain Talk To Gresham College’, (2022) < https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/paganism-roman >
] 

[bookmark: _Int_meAimD46]Minerva and the native British gods of Chichester remain elusive, enigmatic, a cult of their own mysteries, revealing little of the religious practices in Chichester which the evidence determines was clearly transitioning. In the present, Minerva is resplendent in modern reinterpretations, as seen in the Minerva mosaic opposite the location of the temple, and the theatre that honours her name. Chichester’s supreme icon will outlive us all. Hail Minerva always one step ahead of the archaeologists who are left trailing in her wake, offering mere speculative tokens of likely, unlikely, possible, and improbable. 
                    [image: ]   
                                                         The Jupiter Stone 
Word count 3,539 including footnotes and excluding bibliography. 
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