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Introduction

Study skills are generally understood to be an effective and important tool to enhance the efficiency and proficiency of academic writing. As listed by Mingos (2008) this is done through the increase of knowledge surrounding such skills as time management, active learning, planning and understanding, all being useful skills that are used throughout academic studies and higher education. It should also be better understood and noted that skills developed such as those listed by Professor Michael Mingos are an extremely important tool in higher education, especially in developing the techniques required for higher quality essay writing, increasing knowledge on the topic and for decreasing time spent on study, improving time consumption by offering method.


Referencing

An important skill that is required for academic writing is that of referencing, something that is frequently cited by universities as a way to give acknowledgment and contribution to an authors work who for one reason or another fits in with the topic that is being written.
This is backed up by the University of Sydney, who clearly emphasises how student essay writing that includes the work of an authors academic writing must give appropriate credit with regards to the words that are borrowed. Giving respect to the intellectual property of the author.
This is also clearly to avoid plagiarism, or the theft of another person’s work, by giving proper reference and credit. This also help to ensure credibility, or that the work and words that are presented are based on fact not fiction. Not only can this relate to the facts presented but can also be interpreted as the website or author that is used, being able to judge the suitability and trustworthiness of what is being said and by who.
Aswell as this, according to Neville (2007) referencing is a way to transmit knowledge, and to give practical ease to view and engage the original source of its knowledge, or in their own words “tracing the origin of ideas”.

It should be noted that referencing does just apply to that of scholar sources, but can in fact refer to every source of information or any idea from anything, including:

· Online websites
· Newspapers
· Magazines
· Books
· Journal articles
· Online forums
· Documentaries
· Advertisements

The need for referencing comes from the use of words, information and facts previously written by a different author, it does not matter where the information is presented, it still needs to be referenced.







Critical Thinking

Critical thinking is essential for academic learning and is an extremely important study skill. This is simply because critical thinking is the challenging of perceived knowledge, it is the questioning of information and thought, which is very important with regards to the creation of academic writing as it is critical thinking that will make the author question and challenge what they have written. 
An important piece of historical writing that perfectly describes that of critical thinking is that of Glaser (1942) who states how critical thinking is the recognition of problems, the ability to find workable solutions to those problems and to understand and use language with precision, awareness, and clarity to interpret data.


Professor Michael Mingos & Fellows, “Study Skills”, 3rd Edition re-print (2008), St Edmun Hall Available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20090319212840/http://weblearn.ox.ac.uk/site/colleges/seh/freshinfo/vs/StudySkills2008b.pdf accessed on: 08/12/2023

https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/why-referencing-important#:~:text=Referencing%20allows%20you%20to%20acknowledge,have%20borrowed%20words%20and%20ideas.

https://r1.vlereader.com/Reader?ean=9780335241040

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/016146814204300507

