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              The following essay will discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing (EBP). First, this essay will outline the key ideas and theories associated with classical criminology and how they help understand crime and criminality. Further in this essay will be explained some models of evidence-based policing and how classical criminology is used to understand the logic behind these methods. Finally, ideas of EBP and classical criminology will be applied to shop theft crime, and strengths and weaknesses will be evaluated. 
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               Any intentional act that harms a person's physical or mental health, or the destruction or theft of property, is a crime (Victim Support, 2023). Furthermore, according to Maryville University (2023), criminology studies crime and criminal behaviour, informed by sociology and other non-legal subjects such as economics, psychology, statistics, and anthropology. As a result, criminological theory and studies help understand the criminal behaviour that breaks the criminal law. Classical criminologists, as outlined by Wickert (2022), view criminal behaviour as the result of the intentional, self-directed actions of free and responsible individuals. 
              Cesare Beccaria (1738- 1794), inspired by social contract theories, which he vehemently opposed, released 1764 the book On Crimes and Punishments (Valasik, 2014). His book is considered “the most important treaty on penal reform”, in which he criticised the cruelty used in criminal justice procedures from Europe (Valasik, 2014). According to Radzinowicz (1966), cited by Valasik (2014), Beccaria’s arguments can be summarised in 11 key points. 
               Firstly, to prevent chaos and war, people gave up some of their freedom and made a deal with society. This allowed them to make laws and punish people who broke them (Valasik, 2014, p.2). The second argument of Beccaria is that Criminal laws should be restricted and morality-free. More punishment will promote crime (Valasik, 2014, p.2). The third argument of Beccaria implies that the assumption of innocence, not guilt, should guide justice administration at all stages, respecting the rights of all parties (Valasik, 2014, p.2). Laws should be documented in a criminal code that defines crimes and punishments. When an individual has violated the rights of another, punishment should be severe, is Beccaria’s fourth and fifth argument (ibid).
Furthermore, Beccaria's argued that the severity of the punishment should not exceed what is necessary to discourage future criminal behaviour. The punishment should correspond to or be proportional to the seriousness of the offence, not the individual offender(ibid). Another critical argument of Beccaria implies that the punishment for a violation must be swift and sure, and the penalty should not be used to reform or serve as an example for the offender(ibid). Finally, the offender should be considered a reasonable, sensible individual who has contemplated the repercussions of committing a crime and the objective of any legislative administration should be to prevent crime. Consequently, preventing crime is preferable to punishing offenders(ibid).
               Jeremy Bentham (1748 – 1832), an English philosopher and leading disciple of Beccaria, is famous for his renowned principle of “the greatest happiness for the greatest number” (Burke, 2009, p.29). Bentham claimed that crime results from human behaviour and could be traced to an individual's free will because of the use of "hedonistic calculus" (Valasik, 2014, p.2). Consequently, people are supposed to be selfish because they want to feel good while avoiding pain. As a result, "nature has put the man under the rule of two sovereign masters, pain and pleasure" (Bentham,2010; 1789 cited by Valasik, 2014, p.2). Therefore, crimes are just actions that go against the most basic needs of people (Valasik, 2014, p.2.)
              In 1789, he came up with a general theory of crime, which is made up of four punishment systems: physical, religious, moral, and political (Valasik, 2014, p.2). These are the sources of pleasure and pain(ibid). Physical sanctions are natural restraints (such as bodily injury) that make behaviour dangerous or difficult to attain (ibid). Religious sanctions like hellfire were considered deterrents for the current life and afterlife. Although it was presumed that this sanction is powerful, research has shown the contrary. The essential sanctions were the moral ones, such as the community, neighbours, or family (Grasmick and Bursik 1990 cited by Valasik, 2014, p.2). Moreover, moral sanctions were considered to develop a sort of informal deterrence (Grasmick and Bursik, 1990, cited by Valasik, 2014, p.3). As a result, theories like social bonds and social disorganisation were developed based on this idea (Valasik, 2014, p.3). Lastly, political sanctions, such as penalties, set up by the government limits how a person will act (Valasik, 2014, p.3). He believed the criminal justice system could only decide if the behaviour was illegal (Valasik, 2014, p.3). Bentham strongly believed punishment should stop people from doing bad things(ibid). 
            Beccaria's theories significantly impacted the development of modern criminal law. While they may not be phrased in the same manner, it is simple to identify the resonances of his views in any public discussion of crime (Burke, 2009, p.28). Several legal laws incorporate the theory of free will, which has significantly impacted public views of justice (Burke, 2009, p.28). Furthermore, the concept of free will is embedded in many legal codes and has significantly impacted how people perceive justice (Burke, 2009, p.28). The idea of free will shows that criminals choose to break the law and that the best way to stop the crime is to discourage them by making it complex and costly to break the law (Fuller, 2015).
              The fundamental criminological hypothesis that explains the Beccaria and Bentham principles is deterrence. Ultimately, deterrence theory asserts that persons who want to commit a crime are aware of the legal consequences of the act and the likelihood of being captured. Nevertheless, this calculation is affected by the person's familiarity with the criminal justice system (Paternoster 1985, cited by Valasik, 2014, p.3). 
             Another aspect of classical criminology that helps us understand crime and criminality is the rational choice theory of Beccaria, where people weigh their choices and decisions based on their interests (Fuller, 2015). For example, an offender could make firstly the “involvement decisions” in which they decide their engagement in that offence by continuing or abstaining from it. Secondly, the offender makes the “event decisions” to determine the suitable tactics(Fuller, 2015).
            Finally, Bentham's writings were mostly about changing how the criminal justice system worked. Moreover, he was also interested in preventing crime rather than punishing it. (Burke, 2009, p.31). 
            Evidence-based policing states that officers, supervisors, and command staff should not only be armed with the proper equipment, knowledge of the law, proper procedures, and defensive protection but also have as much knowledge as possible about the most effective tactics and strategies for combating crime so that they can make sound decisions while on patrol or conducting investigations (Centre for Evidence-Based Crime Policy, n.d.).
            Problem-orientated policing (POP) is an intervention used to tackle crime and disorder and has four primary areas of involvement (College of Policing, 2020). The original proponent of POP was Professor Herman Goldstein (Arizona State University, 2023). The first area of involvement is identifying a specific problem, followed by a thorough understanding of the problem. The third area of involvement is the development of a customised response, and the evaluation of the effects of the response is the last aspect of POP (College of Policing, 2020). It must be noted that POP is not for the intervention and can only be used as an approach to develop targeted interventions. 
           Using the SARA Model to address community problems and crime, Eck and Spelman expanded on the Problem-Oriented Policing strategy in 1987 (Glenn, 2020). SARA seeks to identify and eliminate the root causes of crime and disorder instead of simply treating the symptoms (Glenn, 2020). SARA stands for Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment, which are also the stages of this model (College of Policing, 2020).  
             Hot spot policing is a strategy used for crime reduction which targets activities and resources in the hot spots. This approach is created on the idea that crime and disorder are clustered in small locations or areas from the neighbourhoods (College of Policing, 2022). For example, these hot spots can be buildings, street segments or bus stops (Ratcliffe and others, 2011, cited by College of Policing, 2022). Furthermore, this strategy involves introducing visible patrols to discourage offenders from committing crimes (College of Policing, 2022). The hot spot is emphasised by deterrence and crime opportunity theories (College of Policing, 2022).
               Classical criminology promotes fairness, and the four main principles are shaping the criminal justice system nowadays and a better understanding of evidence-based policing methods (Robinson, 2014). 
The four main principles of classical criminology are: 
· People are rational and are willing to behave according to their desires (Robinson, 2014).
· Based on the advantages of the crime versus its penalties, people will determine whether it was reasonable to commit the crime (Robinson, 2014).
· To prevent others and reduce crime, the harshness of the punishment should be based on how severe the offence was (Robinson, 2014).
· Punishment must be prompt and appropriate to deter others and reduce crime (Roufa, 2011, cited by Robinson, 2014).
             To sum up, these principles have changed the scope and range of punishment by removing physical punishment nowadays (Robinson, 2014). Additionally, these principles are used as a foundation for deterring others from a life of crime by assisting offenders in understanding the gravity of their actions(ibid). As a result, the "growth of prison as a major system of punishment...to take punishment away from the body and instead punish the mind and soul...to altering one's perspective and view of their criminal behaviour" has occurred (“Classical”, 2012 cited by Robinson 2014). Moreover, these principles also show that criminals engage in illicit behaviour out of their own free will. 
          In 2022, police forces in England and Wales received 295,917 shoplifting-related crime reports (Crime Rate, 2023). To tackle the theft crime activities in a specific place, such as shop theft where this crime is more severe, POP will be used alongside with hotspot strategy (Braga et al., 2019, cited by College of Policing, 2020). Furthermore, the crime reduction toolkit will also be used to find the best available evidence for reducing this type of crime (College of Policing, 2023). 
               The quality of evidence from the crime reduction toolkit suggests that retail tagging has strong evidence of the “Effect” impact of crime and how the mechanism works (College of Policing, 2017). Strong evidence of quality is also seen in terms of “Moderator” and “Implementation” (College of Policing 2017). Moreover, electronic article surveillance (EAS) tags such as electronic tags, control units or detector gates are suggested for the focus of the intervention (College of Policing, 2017). In terms of the effect, generally, the research demonstrates that tagging retail items is preferable to not tagging them to reduce theft (College of Policing, 2017). 
               In terms of working mechanisms, the toolkit recommends three identified methods. First is the risk of being caught, which was mainly acknowledged in the review studies. (College of Policing, 2017). For example, tagging with an alarm component would make it easier to identify the offender if they tried to remove the tag (College of Policing, 2017). The second strategy involves reducing or refusing benefits to the offender (College of Policing, 2017). For example, ink tags for clothing or bottle tags force the bottle to be broken to open the tag. (College of Policing, 2017). The third mechanism makes it harder for criminals to remove tags and get around the broader alarm system (College of Policing, 2017). 
                  As a result, situational crime prevention is a preventative strategy comprised of techniques derived from criminology theories and used to impede the commission of crimes by making them more complex and less profitable (Speights, Downs, Raz, 2018). Moreover, hedonistic values guide criminal behaviour; potential offenders seek pleasure and avoid suffering (Speights, Downs, Raz, 2018). Retail crime can be prevented by increasing a criminal's subjective likelihood of being discovered.   
                 Some limitations of Classicism include that the classical theorists have ignored differences between people and did so wholly (Burke, 2009, p.31). Everyone was treated the same; the only thing that mattered was the specific crime committed (Burke, 2009, p.31). Furthermore, children, people called "feeble-minded," and people who were insane were all treated as if they were entirely sane and intelligent (Burke, 2009, p.31). Despite that, classical criminology is critical nowadays because it justifies criminal behaviour and suggests punishment and crime control (Robinson, 2014). Classical criminology is the basis for some of the most critical theories in the field, such as rational choice, self-control, and routine activity theories (Valasik, 2014).
[bookmark: _Toc140568197]Conclusion

            Evidence-based policing (EBP) uses the best available evidence to inform and critique police policies, methods, and judgements (College of Policing, 2023). The main strengths of researching the evidence are that it will develop a better understanding of an issue and further assess the effect of that policing intervention (College of Policing, 2023). However, EBP needs to provide conclusive answers and involve reflection on the practice and learning from both failure and success (College of Policing, 2023). It is also suggested that, occasionally, study findings need to be translated or communicated into ordinary police practice. Sometimes, it may be impossible to determine if a given police approach is helpful or whether a useful tactic may have unintended repercussions (Cebcp, n.d., p.2). However, the police can address crimes, disorders, and traffic problems more successfully by adopting EBP. Classical Criminology informs the modern criminal justice system because it justifies illicit conduct and recommends punishment and crime control.
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