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Anglo-Saxon Heroic Literature

2015—2016:  Semester 2 

Module:  CSEN5006
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Assessment for this module consists of TWO elements:  TWO essays of 2500 words each.  Each essay has the value of 50% of the final mark.  One of your essays must be written on a subject from Section A, and the other from Section B.  You must not duplicate material.

ESSAY QUESTIONS

SECTION A

1.
Explore the nature of heroism in Ælfric’s Life of Oswald.          
2.
Discuss some of the ways in which the Anglo-Saxon prose texts that you have studied dramatize ‘transition’. You may refer to one or more of the following: 

Ælfric’s Life of King Oswald, Bede’s Account of the Conversion of King Edwin, and Bede’s Account of the Poet Cædmon. 

3.
In what senses might The Battle of Maldon be described as more ‘literary’ than ‘documentary’?

4.
The battle at Maldon in 991 is referred to only briefly in a prose entry in The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, whereas the battle at Brunanburh in 937 is commemorated in The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle through the poem that is known to us as The Battle of Brunanburh.  To what extent do these different treatments of two historical events explain differences between the Anglo-Saxon battle poems The Battle of Maldon and The Battle of Brunanburh?   
5.
‘Central to The Dream of the Rood is the idea of conflict.’  Discuss different forms of ‘conflict’ in the text. 
6.
‘The Wanderer presents an ambiguous attitude to heroic values.’  Discuss.  

SECTION B
7.
‘In Beowulf  the three monsters – Grendel, Grendel’s mother, and the Dragon – serve to define for the reader the nature of the heroism of the hero Beowulf.’   Discuss.

8.
‘The Finn Fragment helps us to understand what is distinctive about the “Finn episode” in Beowulf.’  Discuss.

9.
Referring to both the main narrative and the so-called digressions (the accounts of Hygelac’s last raid against the Frisians, and the accounts of the feud between the Geats and the Swedes) that make up the dragon-episode in Beowulf, consider how we might understand the purpose of this part of the text.  

10.
The heroic takes a number of different forms in Anglo-Saxon literature. Explore this diversity in approaches to the presentation of heroism in a selection (AT LEAST TWO) of texts studied for this module.  

11.
‘The Anglo-Saxon law codes provide insights into the nature of social cohesion in Anglo-Saxon society and culture.’  In the light of this statement explore a selection of Anglo-Saxon law codes.  For translations of the law codes see English Historical Documents, volume I, c. 500–1042, edited by Dorothy Whitelock (London, 1968; frequently reprinted), pp. 357–439.

12.
‘Exile’ is a recurring theme in Anglo-Saxon literature. Explore some of the ways in which exile is used in the texts that you have studied for this module. Your essay should refer to AT LEAST TWO of these texts.
