Key Skills Required for Working within the Creative Industries

The first skill that I would like to talk about is Communication. This skill needs to be used all the time in any field of the creative industry, weather it’s in set design and production, acting, stage management etc. I don’t think people realise how many people are involved in a single production.                                                
I believe that in relation to Communication being honest with your colleagues and your clients is vital to producing good work, as shown by Bonnie Siegler in her book Dear Client. 
“Be honest about everything because, truth be told, that’s the surest way to get the best work. And the alternative is just a waste of time, energy, and trust.” (Siegler, 2018). 
Personally, I feel as an actor you must be honest; your colleagues need to have trust in you as much as you have in them.
“It’s essential to realise that the business side of any creative profession is built on the invisible foundations of trust and reputation” (Branagan, 2017, p. 205).
In my opinion, working together in a creative industry is very important. Collaboration brings people together and puts creative minds in the same room. When someone has an idea, the people they’re working with can bounce off each other and create one big idea, and suddenly you have a production. The Institute of Entrepreneurship (I.E.D.) talks about the importance of Creatives being open to feedback and critique.
The creative industry can be unpredictable and flexible, so Time Management needs to be considered. Obviously, this is important for actors as they must manage their rehearsal time and time around costume changes, cues and when to get props. However, in her online article Sheryl Garratt reminds us that as creatives it is just as important to manage energy and focus. 
I would say that this next skill must be one of the most important for the ever-changing world that we live in. This world of creative working is constantly moving forward so according to the I.E.D. (2023) people who work in this industry must have Adaptability and be able to embrace technological advancements. As actors, we need to see into the future and adapt.

Bournonikos, V (2023). From Passion to Profession: The Must-have Cultural Skills for Today’s Youth  URL: Ied.eu/blog/culture-blogs/from-passion-to-profession-the-must-have-cultural-skills-for-todays-youth/ (Accessed 14/10/2023)

Branagan, A (2017) The Essential Guide to Business for Artists & Designers. 2nd Ed. Bloomsbury Academic: London UK.
Garratt, S (2023) Time Management For Creatives  URL: Thecreativelife.net/time-management-for-creatives (Accessed 14/10/1023)

Siegler, B. (2018) Dear Client. 1st Ed. Artisan Publishers: Muskogce Oklahoma.



