
SHANNA BOWDEN EVALUATION:

For my final piece for the project “The Narcissism Epidemic" I wanted to show that some people may always look for themselves even if what they’re looking through is broken or is of someone else, however, this wasn't my initial plan I had multiple original ideas, for example. I wanted to show narcissism within families and groups of friends through the use of technology but in the end, I found that the images I created weren't my strongest points.  When doing research about narcissism I ended up looked at multiple artists and the story of narcissus, the artists I’ve looked at are Diego Veláques with his painting of “Venus at her mirror” (1647-1651), Pablo Picasso with the painting “Girl before the mirror"(1932) and Caravaggio with his painting of “Narcissus".  all other pieces of research I've done have been based around the idea of reflections whether that be in water or mirrors. I also did more research about the story of narcissus and how that story created the word and a poem called “the fall of grace". 
My original ideas were to have a daffodil as someone’s reflection to refer back to the story of narcissus or just a single daffodil in the mirror, however I decided not to use this idea as it would be difficult to find the flower around this time of year and I felt that it was too simple to create.  Another idea that I have was to go into narcissism more and show it within groups of friends and families to either make their faces static or completely distort their faces as well as showing them on their phones. With families, I wanted to have a parent not noticing their child with something dangerous and caring more about their phone and having that parents face static. This would be the same with the idea with the group of friends, it would be similar in the sense that they were paying more attention to their phones but they would have a number of likes above their head which symbolises that people are more likely to worry about the amount of likes they get rather than the people they have around them.  Once the photos were taken and I had started the editing process, I found that I had to change the idea slightly and make it look like the phone screen were projected onto the persons face.  The final idea that I had come up with was the idea of someone looking into a broken mirror or a shard of mirror looking at themselves to show that some people always look for themselves even when there is something else to be concerned about.
With the contribution to the exhibition I decided to help with the curating side if the exhibition for example deciding where people’s work can go and where it fits best however, I also ended up helping with other things like prepping walls and making sure that the holes had been filled and then painted over as well as painting the walls that needed the extra paint. I also helped with putting up people's pieces of work and clearing out any extra space needed like the crit room.
[bookmark: _GoBack]My work connects with the exhibition idea and brief because my image creates the person’s reflection to look back at them with the added black background of the image in the frame as well as my own reflection in the image looking at them too. In my opinion, this created the idea that I see them and they see themselves within the image. In the end I felt that my work looked really professional and that having the black background with the image helped make the reflection stand out more along with the heavy contrast in colours of the image. Overall, this exhibition from my perspective, was a success, even though there were a few setbacks for example some miscommunications along the way, everything came together well in the end.

	
	
	



