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[bookmark: _GoBack] FFArticle 31 of the UNCRC
Article 31 is the right for all children to have rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities and to participate in cultural life and the arts (Child Commissioner for Wales, 2018).

Children within the school / setting should be given a range of activities and materials to play with and explore in order to aid their development. The Foundation Phase states that the activities should be available to children to provide new learning opportunities, a chance to experiment and a chance for them to explore self-directed play (Welsh Government, 2015). 

Practitioners have a responsibility to ensure that the environment is stimulation and encourages exploration and self-directed play of the world around them. Maria Montessori was one theorist in particular who believed in the importance of self-directed play. She believed that classrooms and settings should be filled with materials that children could learn from by touching and exploring with their hands (The Montessori Notebook, 2016)
Article 16 of the UNCRC
Article 16 states that "no child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his or her honour and reputation" (Brethour, undated)
Article 16 of the UNCRC was created to make it clear that children and young people have the right to privacy, just like adults do. This means that -
· They have the right to a private family life
· They have the right to a private space where they can go to be alone
· They have the right to keep their phone calls and emails private (CYPCS, 2018)
This right means that practitioners have to follow their privacy and confidentiality policies in the setting and means that practitioners only share information about the child with appropriate people. The Education Act 2002 puts a responsibility on schools and settings to "exercise their functions" with a view to safeguard and promote the welfare of children (Legislation.org.uk, 2002). 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of a child
The UNCRC is a human rights treaty that grants all children and young people a set of rights. The UK signed the convention on 19th of April 1990 and it came into force on 15th January 1992 (Gov.uk, 2010). The convention has 54 articles that cover all aspects of a child's life and set out civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights that all children are entitled to (UNICEF, 2019)



Article 3 of the UNCRC
Article 3 of the UNCRC states that the best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that will affect the child (UNICEF, 2019). This right ensures that practitioners work together to meet and support an individual's needs, in order to create the best outcome for the child. 

This also ensures that outside agencies and organisations, for example a Play therapist or Speech and Language therapist work in partnership with the school to support child in any problem area he/her might have. This means having affective communication and a good partnership between the two professionals. 

This right also applies to home and school partnerships, these are important for the children's social and emotional well-being as it creates an open relationship to discuss any possible problems with the child. Before an outside professional can be brought in to help an individual, the school needs parental consent, and this is where the importance of the relationship between the two comes into action. Without this relationship not only is it harder to address anything that may affect the child but can also lead to distress for the child him/herself. 


Article 29 of the UNCRC
Article 29 is on the 'goals of education' - it states that education must develop every child's personality, talents and abilities and encourage the child's respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their and other's cultures and the environment. 

As well as the other rights, this is thoroughly important that the child gets respected as an individual in setting so that they can express themselves in a safe, inclusive environment. It's important that settings give the child the means to express themselves - for example exploring different avenues of work, whether it be creative, musical etc so that the child can find something they enjoy and develop that skill. The setting must give the child a safe, non judgemental environment to explore their personalities and what they enjoy. 
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