2. Analyse the roles of, and relationship between, cosmology and divination in ONE of the following: 1. Ancient Egypt
(2). Analyse the roles of, and relationship between, cosmology and divination in ONE of the following: 1. Ancient Egypt . This essay focuses on the roles of and relationship between cosmology and divination. You must select one of the following topics to focus on: ancient Egypt, ancient Mesopotamia, Hellenistic astrology or theurgy. When examining the roles of divination within this culture (ancient Egypt or Mesopotamia) or within Page 4 of 14 this set of practices/system (Hellenistic astrology or theurgy), please ensur e that you discuss the cosmological concepts or ideas underlying this form(s) of divination, and the broader cosmological ‘worldview’ of this culture or system. It would be useful to consider the following questions:
 how was the relevant form – or forms – of divination practised? 
How important or significant was divination within the culture or system that you have chosen to examine - and why? 
What roles and functions did divination have in the culture or system under examination? 
What cosmological notions and concepts underlie the theory and practice of divination in this culture or system? 
What is the broader cosmological ‘worldview’ of this culture or system and how does this relate to the use of divination?
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Conclusion
The Ancient Egyptians cosmology differed to others in the Ancient World. Instead of looking for deviations and exceptions their astronomers looked for a normal pattern in things and their rituals performed in the main temples were designed to maintain the existing order, to ensure the heavens and the world worked in the way it should. The Ancient Egyptian beliefs on the creation of the cosmos are attested in the Pyramid texts, the coffin texts the book of the dead. Mythologically the universe is described as a space created by the goddess Nut arching her body to form the sky or heavens over the god Geb who is the ground. The god Shu representing the air or atmosphere hold Nut up. The areas close around them are marshes, a natural feature familiar to the Egyptians due to the presence of the Nile and its environs. [footnoteRef:1] The sun and the stars were part of the space and were The course of each day was believed to be the voyage of Amun’s boat through the sky reaching Nut and then travelling through her during a night voyage before emerging in the morning to repeat the process. Nut is sometimes depicted with stars on her arching body as she is the sky. James Allen argues that, the fundamental vision of the world and its creation remained relatively unchanged throughout the 4,000 years of ancient Egyptian history.[footnoteRef:2]  And there is no evidence that contradicts this statement therefore the relationship between divination and cosmology would not have needed to change in order to adapt to changing beliefs although there were changes in descriptions of the cosmology as they developed and become more detailed the overall form did not change.   [1:  Allen J.P. (2015) Egyptian Cosmology and Cosmogony. In: Ruggles C. (eds) Handbook of Archaeoastronomy and Ethnoastronomy. Springer, New York, NY]  [2:  Allen J.P. (2015) Egyptian Cosmology and Cosmogony. In: Ruggles C. (eds) Handbook of Archaeoastronomy and Ethnoastronomy. Springer, New York, NY
] 

The Egyptian concept of Ma’at which encompassed truth justice and order was the required state for the universe to continue to function. Both gods and men were required to contribute towards the continuation of Ma’at . Men by cooperation and coexistence and by making offerings to their gods so that the gods would continue to visit the cosmos. Time was crucial to the concept of maintain Ma’at. 

The original cosmogony is attested in pyramid texts. In the middle kingdom period coffin texts have been found which show detailed information on the constellations that the Egyptians noted as appearing on the horizon in sequence. The coffin lids show detailed tables of the decans. Like the pyramid texts these were for dead eyes only, confirmation of the Egyptian after life beliefs. 
The Greek historian Herodotus (c. 484 – c. 425 BC) in his work Histories 11 wrote ‘  But as to human affairs, this was the account in which they all agreed: the Egyptians, they said, were the first men who reckoned by years and made the year consist of twelve divisions of the seasons. They discovered this from the stars (so they said).’ 

The cosmology of the Ancient Egyptians reinforced the political system of kingship. 

There is no word in Ancient Egyptian for divination. Oracles were used, omens recognised, and dreams interpreted but these were an integral part of the religion and in the ancient Egyptian religion the stars were deities. 
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