Syria has been engaged in a civil war for the last seven years, with different groups trying to seize control of the country and take-over the government (BBC, 2017). During this long-lasting war, there are innocent children who are stuck in the country who cannot escape, and every-day is a living battle for food, water, hygiene and on many occasions death (BBC, 2017). Today in the UK one if four children are affected by or are living in poverty. They miss out of many things that other children take for granted such as warm clothes, school trips, having friends over for tea, not doing well within education which will affect them as they grow older (CPAG, 2000). 
Childhood in the UK has been said by the BBC (2012) that it has ‘never been so good’ for children. Parents in modern Britain now devote more time to caring for their children than ever before and in particular how fathers have massively increased the amount of time they spend with their children compared to previous generations. In a study which asked children about their role models they were more likely to describe their parents than any other person such as celebrities (BBC, 2012). Also, the use of internet can improve children’s educational attainment, as they have easy access to resources that will help with their intellectual development (BBC, 2012). However, in Syria children do not have the opportunity to have stimulating childhood experiences as the catastrophic war has caused a ‘collapse in childhood’. The innocence of childhood has been brutally taken away from Syrian children, many of them live rough on the streets, struggle to find food and clean water and the correct medicine if they become sick or injured (The Guardian, 2013). Technology is changing childhood as devices such as smart phones are taking over. Children today are part of a digital generation that has grown up in a world surrounded by technology and the internet, and they are using mobile phones, tablets, e-readers and computers on a daily basis (The Guardian, 2013). 
In the UK today there are now four million children living poverty, that is 30 per cent of children or 9 in a classroom of 30 and London is the area with the highest rates of child poverty in the country (CPAG, 2000). More than half of all children in the UK’s very poorest areas are now growing up in poverty as the impact of cuts to benefits continues to be shown by the least well-off families (The Guardian, 2018). It has been found that nearly half of single-parent children are poor however over 67% of the UKS poor children are from working families (The Guardian, 2017). It is now being known as the ‘emerging child poverty crisis’. This would affect children’s childhood experiences as they may not be developing successfully as the other children in their class which will cause them stress, make it harder for them to socialise and make friends and even be bullied. Children living in the country’s poorest families say they are embarrassed as a result of not being able to afford key aspects of school such as appropriate clothing, stationary and up to date gadgets that many school children have and due to this more than 25% said this has led them to being bullied (The Childrens Society, 2014).  Before the start of the civil war in Syria, the country was able to adequately provide for it’s people like the UK. However, the continuing crisis in Syria has left over 470,000 people dead including over 12,000 children. UNICEF (2018) has estimated that 8.4 million children are affected by the conflict either in Syria. Furthermore, 6 million Syrian children are in need of humanitarian aid, and more than 2 million do not have access to it as they live in areas difficult to reach due to violence or under siege. Throughout the conflict, children are often deliberately targeted or not protected in the correct way or seen as priority. The lives of Syrian children have been greatly affected by the conflict and every day numerous violations of children’s rights take place in areas such as healthcare, education and protection. Syrian children are regularly exposed to escalating violence and explosive weapon attacks that can led to death. Many children are forced to become child soldiers while others are pushed into the workforce to provide for their families and they innocence of childhood has been taken away from them. (Humanium, no date). UNICEF (2018) has estimated that around 7 million children in Syria live in conditions of poverty. Children in the UK do not have to face the awful daily struggles as the children in Syria do, but that does not mean they are not struggling themselves. Both cultures are very different and both experiences are negative for children’s experience of childhood (The childrens society, 2014). 
Children in the UK have to legally attend primary and secondary education which runs from about 5 years old until the student is 16 years old. The education system in the UK is also split into "key stages".  Generally key stages 1 and 2 will be undertaken at primary school and at 11 years old a student will move onto secondary school and finish key stages 3 and 4. (International student, 2018). In Wales, children are entitled to a free part-time place the term following a child’s third birthday until they enter statutory education. These places can be in a setting such as a voluntary playgroup, private nurseries or childminder which is approved to provide education (GOV, 2017). The Foundation Phase is a holistic developmental curriculum for 3 to 7-year-olds based on the needs of the individual child to meet their stage of development. (GOV, 2017) . In Wales, although the types of school are the same, the Foundation Phase has brought together what was previously known as the Early Years and Key Stage 1 of the National Curriculum to create one phase of education for children aged between three and seven years old. Like the UK, Syria had a strong education system in place before the civil war, with almost 100% primary school enrolment and 70% of children attending secondary school and in 2002 education was made compulsory. However, UNICEF (2018) have reported that 2.1 million children in Syria do not have access to education as they have been heavily affected by attacks on education, students, teachers, and buildings, targeted killings, and abductions. Zeren (2015) has stated that the targeted attacks have a profound impact on children and their education as even one single attack may result in forced closures of schools and displacement of populations. Additionally, even when schools do remain open, children may be afraid to travel to school, fearing attacks, kidnappings or even death (Zeren, 2015). Almost a third of children have been killed while at school, or travelling to or from school and the violence and trauma of war that they witness on a daily basis has an immense effect on their mental development and their ability to learn (UNICEF, 2018). 
In the UK there has been a huge change within gender and how it is perceived. Gender is now very diverse commonly meaning that it is an equal ratio between men and women but may also include non-binary gender categories such as transgender and gender dysphoria (Mermaids, 2018). In today’s society many young children begin to question their gender identity and it has been said that as many as 50 children a week are being referred to the UKs leading gender identity clinic. Between 2009-2010 the average child visited was 2 children a week, the numbers have grown rapidly every year (Channel 4, 2018). The question that is frequently asked, is that are children being too exposed by the media about gender identity. Children today are very technical are have the most up-to-date devices meaning that they can access things easier. Whether it is a role model of theirs who could be transgender, or friends it may have an influence on them (Channel 4, 2018). This could impact on children’s childhood experiences in a negative way as they will be stressed and worried about issues that they still maybe too young to fully understand themselves. Whereas, in Syria children do not have the opportunity to think about what gender they are or would like to be as they are living in a civil war and do not have access to media and devices that could influence them (Channel 4, 2018). However, children in the UK have rights that allow them to have an identity. Article 8 of the UNCRC a child’s identity is made up their name, nationality, race, culture, religion, language, gender identity and sexual orientation (CYPCS, 2018). Whereas, in Syria children do not have the opportunity to have their own rights that the UNCRC provides. For example, Article 3 states that adults should think about the best interests of children when making decisions that affect them. This has been violated in Syria, as five and a half million children have been affect by the conflict (Peace and Justice, 2014). Article 6 states that all children have the right to survive and the right the develop, but the UN has estimated that 12,000 children have been killed within the conflict so far (Peace and Justice, 2014). Article 27 states that children have the right to a standard of adequate living for their physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development. It has been violated as it has been estimated there are one million children living under siege or hard to reach areas due to violence and there are almost three million displace children in Syria (Peace and Justice, 2014).  The UNCRC is a legally- binding international agreement setting out rights for all children, and the children in Syria do not have the opportunity to many of them (Save the Children, 2018). 

Social pedagogy offers a holistic way of working with children, young people and families in ways that support their well-being, learning and growth. At the heart of social pedagogy there is a belief that each person deserves to be treated with dignity and possesses inner richness and potential, which can help them unfold (ThemPra, No date) . To do so requires meaningful and authentic relationships that enable individuals to recognise a person’s potential, their qualities, strengths and interests, and to create learning situations in which children and families can experience their resourcefulness and develop new abilities. This is why social pedagogy is often translated as education in the broadest sense of the term, as connecting head, heart and hands (ThemPra, No Date). Social pedagogy is likely to benefit children within the UK, as is gives support and direction to young people who might feel displaced and cut off from the society by aiding them to gain support and direction (INFED, 2012). The fundamental idea of social pedagogy centres on facilitating social functioning, inclusion, involvement, social identity and competence as fully functional members of the society. Social pedagogy in practice incorporates an all encompassing and personal approach to child care in all its facets that connects education and care, and support for families (INFED, 2012). In addition, social pedagogy benefits a prospective approach to training at various levels that integrates education, psychology, and philosophy with the ranges of child care, family support, and the advancement of children's rights (ThemPra, No Date). However, for the children in Syria, Al- Natour (2013) states that they do not have the social pedagogical way of development. In previous years before the civil war they had the opportunity to education, health care and a good quality of life but today these advantages have been taken away from them. Children do not have the opportunity like British school children to daily education that is compulsory and they do not have a government that are fighting for their rights and well-being that will allow children to develop successfully (Al- Natour, 2013). 
The education system in the UK is called the National curriculum which is to be taught in all local authority maintained schools. The National Curriculum sets out the programmes of study and attainment targets for all stages throughout the four key stages within education (GOV, 2014). It provides all children with a introduction to the essential knowledge that they need to be educated with and allows teachers to develop exciting and stimulating lessons to promote the development of children’s knowledge, understanding and skills (GOV, 2013). Children a taught through compulsory subjects and at the end of every key stage have tests that will assess children on how they are progressing through education. It allows teachers to see whether children need any extra help and support within the classroom (GOV, 2013). However, it has been said that the UK educational is falling behind compared to other leading countries. Pells (2016) has said British schools are falling behind in their educational performances due to government failings. The Programme for International Assessment (Pisa) league tables are published every three years and of 72 countries the UK has been ranked 15th place for performance in science, reading and mathematics and when the results were broken down it was shown that Wales scored poorly with the lowest results in every subject. In mathematics, the UK is ranked 27th place overall which is the lowest ranking since the country first took part in the Pisa in 2000. Like the UK, Syria has a strong education system that is split into five categorises which are primary, middle, secondary, vocational and tertiary education and is free and compulsory from ages 7- 15 (Classbase, 2012). The UK education system would better and would improve if the government were not concerned about numbers and statistics that only benefit them. The Reggio Emilia Approach is an educational philosophy which is based on the image of the child possessing strong potentials for development and has subjects of rights that allows children to learn and grow in the relationship with others which allows self-directed experiments. (Reggio Children, 2018).  The approach is based on a number of different characteristics which include the participation of families, the importance of the educational environment, the in-school kitchen and the pedagogical coordinating team. It sees children as an active participant in learning which allows them follow their own interest such as if a child is showing an interest in building then an activity can be created using woop and building materials to hammer nails and count them which is reinforcing their mathematical skills but giving children the choice and freedom to learn how they want which will be more stimulating and interesting for them (Edwards et al, 1998). The Approach can be supported by Rogoff (2003) who says that children participate in values, skills and practices of their communities without intentional instruction from an adult. It gives children the freedom and expression they need and the UK educational system would benefit from the Reggio Emilia Approach.
However, the children in Syria have been called the ‘lost generation’ due to the collapse within the education system. Shaheen (2015) has said that many children can not attend school as they have to go out to work to earn money that will support themselves and their family to eat. The children who are fortunate enough to have education attend tent schools run by the local humanitarian agency as many of the school buildings no longer exist due to the conflict. Shaheen (2015) has also said that enrolment rates in Syria have fallen below 50% which is down from the prewar levels where nearly all Syrian children attended school. However, areas such as Aleppo which has been the main place of devastation are now down to 6% of children enrolled in education and four out of children in Lebanon which hosts the largest amounts of refuges do not have any access to schooling (Shaheen, 2015).  Many schools in Syria no longer exist or damaged, occupied by displaced families or used for military purposes and if the education sector was to be repaired it could cost over two billion pounds as the damage is so excessive. Nethertheless, Save the Children (2018) report has now put a ‘price tag’ on the lost generation and Syria’s postwar economy could lost up to one billion a year due to the loss of earnings because of the lack of schooling. Save the Children (2018) have also reported that children who did not have the opportunity to attend or complete primary school are more likely to earn 32% less money than those who completed secondary school. They have argued that providing children with schooling throughout the war helps avoid child labour, early marriage, recruitment by armed groups and can help with their mental resilience (Save the Children, 2018). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rogoff (2003) believes that childhood varies according to the history, geography, culture, make-up of the family and individual family perspectives. And it is clear to see how different childhood is within the UK compared to Syria. Both childhood experiences have some slight similarities, however there is a dramatic difference between how the children in both countries live. Warr et al (1967) says that the UK can be seen as quite ethnocentric due to it being a very culturally diverse country there are divisions among people in society which can effect children in a negative way due to racial and religious difference among peers in school. Whereas, Syria is also ethnocentric due to the country being in conflict because of different religions and who are in power and it is clear the devasting impact that this has had on the children as they live in war zone every-day. 
