Kimberley Robinson:	How can battlefield archaeology contribute positively to the process of bereavement, commemoration and reconciliation?
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 Fig 1. Tony Foulds at Enfield Park Memorial (www.yorkshirepost.co.uk 2019).

“Tony Foulds kisses his finger and lays it on the metal plate bearing their names. Then he sits beside the rock, laying a shaky hand on its smooth slope with the care of someone offering comfort to a loved one. As he taps the stone, Foulds tells the airmen about the weather and his plans for the day”. 
(BBC Dan Walker 2019). 

[bookmark: _Hlk33520657][bookmark: _Hlk33521217]This essay will reflect the story of Tony Foulds see fig 1, who has made it his lifelong mission to love, care and cherish a monument. This monument stands in memory to ten American service men who lost their lives whilst crash landing a B-17 G, Heavy Bomber. The plane, which was named the Mi Amigo, ended her mission by crashing into the trees at Endcliffe Park in Sheffield in the year 1944 (David Harvey 2001). The bomber was returning after a World War Two mission in Demark and got caught up in an air battle after the failed bombing operation (David Harvey 2001). All ten of the air crew lost their lives. Telling the story of Tony Foulds offers a good example in understanding the process of bereavement and commemoration a memorial can offer. Demonstrating that Tony Foulds’ daily procedure in connection with the memory of the lost crew has offered some condolence and reconciliation from an archaeological World War Two crash site. Tony Foulds has shown remarkable loyal behaviour towards the memorial erected in honour of the plane’s crew, and because of media attention he has become as famous as the men who lost their lives. Tony now has an agenda by using his newfound fame in educating children in local schools by revealing his story (Tony Foulds 2020). Tony Foulds was not related to any of the lost crew, but he believes he was saved by Mi Amigo’s pilot who crashed into the trees surrounding Endcliffe Park on that disastrous day (www.publicradiotulsa.org 2019). This paper will investigate the understanding of tribute Tony Foulds has demonstrated towards the war memorial which has shaped his identity and stands in memory to the victims of Mi Amigo. Of equal value and importance to the study are the events leading up to the heroic deed on that historic day, giving the crew the honour they deserve by telling their story and keeping their memory alive.  The B-17 Flying Fortress was one of the most strongly equipped aeroplanes of its time (Harvey 2001 p9), and was also known for its robustness (www.nationalww2museum.org Nd) and justifies an explanation and description, to understand the severity of the crash which could have killed Tony Foulds, his friends playing in the park, and possibly some of the surrounding civilian population of Sheffield.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was the early morning of February 22nd, 1944. World War Two was raging. Mi Amigo, a Boeing B-17G Flying Fortress see fig 3&4, serial number 42/31322 , was sat in position waiting its first bombing mission (Harvey 2001 p9). This flying bomber was from the 364th Bomber Squadron, bomber group 305 and part of the Mighty 8th of the United States Air force (www.sfbhistory.org.uk 2014). The Mighty 8th were assigned to complete bombing raids in the daytime in conjunction with the Royal Air force bombing in the evening, incessantly bombarding the German enemy (Harvey 2001). This combat strategy was set by General Ira Eaker, who was the commanding officer of the Mighty 8th since 1941 (Harvey 2001 p2). The crew of the Mi Amigo gathered for their instruction in the briefing room that morning and were informed of the weather conditions for the mission (Harvey 2001). The low lying cloud, rain and snow (www.sfbhistory.org.uk 2014), was not the best in terms of visibility to view the target in occupied Aalborg, Northern Denmark (www.publicradiotulsa.org 2019). This is where a heavily defended Luftwaffe airfield was a main target area. This key target area was a leading fighter headquarters that shielded Germany from Allied bombers (www.publicradiotulsa.org 2019). All ten well trained crew members of the Mi Amigo walked across the airfield runway, which was in a small farming community, east of Northampton. The crew who consisted of ten young men, all were mindful of the value of their mission, which was portrayed as one of the biggest bombing operations known in history (Harvey 2001 p13). The ten crew of the Mi Amigo were as listed below, for photograph, see fig 2.

1st Lieutenant. John G Kriegshauser	Pilot
2nd Lieutenant. Lyle J Curtis		Co-Pilot
2nd Lieutenant. Melchor Hernandez	Bombardier
2nd Lieutenant. John Humphrey 	Navigator
Sergeant. Charles Tuttle		              Ball-Turret Gunner
Sergeant. Harry Estabrooks		Engineer/Top Turret Gunner
Staff Sergeant. Robert E Mayfield	Radio Operator
Sergeant. Vito Ambrosia		Right Waist Gunner
Sergeant. George M Williams		left Waist Gunner
Sergeant. Maurice O Robbins		Tail Gunner
                             (Mi Amigo, The story of Sheffield’s Flying Fortress. David Harvey 2001 p13).

                                     [image: ] Fig 2 Mi Amigo Crew (www.American experiment.org 2019)
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                                             Fig 3 B-17 Flying Fortress (www.Flyinglegends.com Nd).
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                                   Fig 4, B-17 G Flying Fortress (www.fineartAmerica.com 2010)



After a briefing on their mission all ten men would have been loaded into awaiting trucks or jeeps. Then they would have been taken to their waiting flying machines which had been prepared and loaded with ten 500 lb long range bombs and all 13x 50 calibre machine guns (Harvey 2001) would have been fully loaded by the ground crew ready to be fired in battle. The 19 ft high 74ft long matt olive green war machine with a wingspan of over 103ft was ready to do her duty and take all ten men to war (Harvey 2001). After all men were seated in her aluminium frame, checks to operations would have been made, all four Wright R-18200-97 cyclone radial engines, 1200 hp each, (www.lonestarflight.org 2020), would have roared into life, vibrating every section of the aircraft. With other fellow B-17s roaring with life across the landing strip drowning out all sense of normal life. Eyes would have met eyes, nods of the head would have been exchanged, the odd nervous smile and courageous thumbs up to ease each crew man’s fear of knowing what was to come. Chocks were released, and the bomber rolled into position. The signal set with a blink of a lamp and Mi Amigo accelerated at full throttle into flight one last time (Harvey 2001). Inevitably the enemy spotted the formation of bombers. Soon the Mi Amigo, her crew and the other B-17s from the 305th bomber group were greeted under fire by flax batteries, and fighter units, Focke Wulf 190s, see fig 5/6 Mi Amigo didn’t find her target because of the low cloud and poor visibility (www.sfbhistory.org.uk 2014), and was singled out and attacked. Mi Amigo sustained damage, she jettisoned her bomb load over the North Sea and limped home. With visibility still obscuring navigation and reports of possible casualties causing difficulties in landing the pilot Lt Kriegshauser saw only a glimmer of hope of landing the plane in a Sheffield park (Harvey 2001 p34).

[image: ]                Fig, 5 German fighter Focke-Wulf Fw 190 in flight (www.militaryimages.net 2014).
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Fig 6, B-17 Flying Fortress Heavy Flak Fire 490th Bomb Group 8th Air Force (www.worldwarphotos.info 2019)
 
[bookmark: _Hlk34129655][bookmark: _Hlk34133621][bookmark: _Hlk34135151]Tony Foulds and other children were playing in the park on that February afternoon. Tony declares he remembers the day clearly. He was nearly 8 years old. (www.publicradiotulsa.org 2019). Tony and his friends who were in the park that day were used to the sound of planes flying over Sheffield as the war had been raging for five years, and Sheffield had been heavily bombed, such as the armament factories which were targeted by the Germans (Harvey 2001). Apparently Tony knew almost immediately that there was a problem with the aeroplane as soon as he heard the sound of the engines, he said he could tell the crew were having difficulty (www.publicradiotulsa.org 2019). Tony Foulds claims he saw the pilot waving his arms at the children in the park that day. Tony says this was a warning to him and his friends to get out of the way so the pilot could land on the grass of the park (www.publicradiotulsa.org 2019). Tony could see the damage to the tail of the plane, and he states he witnessed one pilot, he didn’t see any of the other crew. After circling the park three times Tony then observed the plane crash into the trees which surrounded the park that separated the resident housing. There were no survivors of the plane and miraculously no fatalities on the ground (www.americanexperiment.org 2014) The story which Tony embodies is that the crew of the Mi Amigo heroically made a sacrifice of their own lives and saved everyone on the ground.
[bookmark: _Hlk34136016][bookmark: _Hlk34390079]Tony Foulds feels responsible for the death of the American Crew (BBC Dan Walker 2019). Tony , now in his 80’s, (Harvey 2001) has played out the crash in his mind over and over again, he expresses enormous guilt towards the service men who lost their lives in the park that day (www.publicradiotulsa.org 2019 ). This feeling of accountability has moulded Tony to dedicate most of his life by attending the spot where Mi Amigo finally came to an end (www.publicradiotulsa.org 2019). However, after the crash Tony never gave the event much thought until he was seventeen and came upon the crater where the plane had crashed a decade earlier. It was then at this perhaps more of a sensitive age when Tony decided to claim ownership of the crash site by vowing to bring the crash to the whole world’s attention(www.publicradiotulsa.org 2019). The memory of the crash which haunts Tony Foulds has become his natural Identity. If memory becomes a ritual, it is possible to consider the ritual of that memory has the power to establish an identity (Howard Williams 2003 p70). From personal experiences our memories are formed, and from those memories Identities are represented in our personalities (Williams 2003). It is then important to consider that Tony’s memories are a fundamental part of Tony’s Identity today, which is supported by his own account of the day of the crash. Stories are established from imaginative and expressive promulgation and rely on a societal context to support their declaration (Williams 2003). In this case Tony is using the memorial of remembrance dedicated to the ten crew of Mi Amigo. However, it important to acknowledge everyone has their own narrative surrounding a monument of remembrance, who also adopt their own identities. As memories give rise through public implementation, and the entanglement of material culture in this undertaking suggests, that owing to the materiality of the memorial of remembrance functions as a support for arousing individual memory (Williams 2003 p84). Memorials act as a space which is of value in delivering comfort (Sarah Tarlow 1999 p183). A space dedicated to sentiment, and emotion and these feelings can be intensified when considering the location of the memorial (Sarah Tarlow 1999 p183). The memorial In Endcliffe Park is a perfect example of this as the memorial is placed on the crash site. A pile of rough cut stone which shows a brass plaque which marks the spot of the disaster. Ten oak trees were planted in memory of the ten crew members of Mi Amigo lost their lives (Harvey 2001 p40). Tony wanted everyone to remember and honour the dead of the Mi Amigo (www.publicradiotulsa.org 2019) which he has done and, in the process, has become more like an ambassador for the memorial which he visits most days, he talks, kisses and touches the Memorial stone in Endcliffe Park where the Mi Amigo crashed. (BBC, Dan Walker, 2019). And it is plainly obvious Tony is entangled in the memory of the air crew by showing extreme emotion when being interviewed. Video link to Dan walker’s Interview: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTZap6ouiyk. 
The memorial signifies the heroic crew of Mi Amigo who lost their lives to save Tony, and probably hundreds of others. The act of this incredible bravery saved Tony’s surrounding community. In archaeological terms, it is very possible some remains of the crash and maybe the crew are buried still under the spot where the memorial stands. This location is where Tony can feel the closest to his memory from that February afternoon in 1944. Tony Foulds has used this memorial for emotional support, the memorial is a place of ceremony which he religiously shows an act of emotional engagement with the memory of the past. This act of resolution creates a justification to the noble cause, and Tony is showing physical expression for his guilt and loss. It is precisely the purpose of any war memorial, they are there to serve this particular purpose, to give a place of expressive assignation as well as honouring or regarding the dead (John Schofield 2005 p61). The Memorial in Endcliffe Park offers the same commiseration to Tony, the remaining family of the Mi Amigos crew still living in America, and any other person with bearing and connection to that heritage. A memorial is a place to sense an intangible correlation with the past as a personal perspective (Schofield 2005 p89). Every person who visits a memorial has their own individual needs in a psychosomatic response. Because of Tony The Memorial at Endcliffe Park, has prompted a much larger audience, since Tony was captured by the British media. Producer Dan Walker came across Tony whilst walking in the park at Sheffield. After approaching him he was captivated by his story, to the extent Dan arranged for a fly over on the 75th Anniversary of the crash (BBC, Walker 2019). Tony stated that it was the ten lost airmen tribute and they deserved; it was plain to see while watching the BBC News report that Tony is moved to tears and it is easy to presume its audience felt the same emotion watching him on the television. Tony Foulds, a man in his later years, has caused an effect from his passionate engagement which has brought thousands of people to Endcliffe Park from all over the world to pay tribute to Tony and “his boys” (BBC, Walker 2019).
It is easy to connect with Tony in Sheffield, he offers a one to one interview, as well as per chance meetings in Endcliffe Park. It was possible to interview Tony Foulds on social media, and when the question, how Tony felt about being as famous as he was, and how much time he spent visiting the memorial a week, this is what was written in reply.
 “To be honest Kim, that wouldn’t be the angle we would be happy with, as it’s not about Tony, it’s about keeping the memories of the airmen alive for future generations. Tony has never done this to seek fame or recognition and it was only through Dan Walker happening upon him one day that it all escalated. We run this page purely as a pictorial record for him and members of the public who are interested. He visits the site 6 days a week”. (One of Tony’s People, Julie 25th February 2020).
In agreement to the second response, what Tony has achieved by educating the future generations is agreeable. However, before Tony was famous, he still tended the grave without the involvement of a public audience. In dispute of the first response from the quote. “It is not about Tony” maybe not in the context of media attention. Although, in terms of personal fulfilment, Tony has been consoled by his daily ceremony which has granted him some solace. But as he continues to express never ending guilt for his personal survival, which has presented little, closure. However, Tony will never morn in private as he did before, and he continues to use his newfound fame to continue to recognise the fallen of World War Two.   
This essay has investigated the reasons why Tony Foulds has tended to the war memorial erected in honour and remembrance to the Mi Amigo crew who crash in Endcliffe Park. In conclusion it is possible to see that Tony has held onto the memory that the ten crew of Mi Amigo had sacrificed their lives for him and his surrounding community. From this memory it is clear to see Tony is seeking solace for his bereavement. By tending the memorial daily in view of commemoration and seeking a reconciliation, Tony continues in his need to pacify the guilt he feels for being alive. Tony exclaims he will never be rid of the accountability he has carried since the day he was saved. The memory of the day of the disaster has moulded Tony as a person. It has given him his identity and it has been amplified by the media to the extent Tony Foulds tirelessly works, meeting and greeting visitors from all over the world who come to see the man who was presented to the public via the media. Tony Foulds life will never be the same in the sense in which he will not suffer alone again, he has thousands of people to see and greet and be acknowledged for his love to “His Boys”! (BBC Dan Walker 2019).
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