Ralph Neville, 1st Earl of Westmorland
Ralph Neville (c. 1364-1425) was the son of the 3rd Baron Neville and succeeded to the title in 1388 and was created the 1st earl of Westmorland in 1397[footnoteRef:1]. He was a very prominent nobleman during the reign of Richard II, Henry IV and Henry V. He was married twice. First, to Margaret Stafford, daughter of Hugh Stafford, 2nd Earl of Stafford, establishing a connection to an important aristocratic family. His second marriage to Joan Beaufort, half-sister of Henry Bolingbroke, later King Henry IV, strengthened his connection to the Lancastrian dynasty[footnoteRef:2]. He had twenty-two or twenty-three children from his two marriages. During his second marriage, he made a series of property settlements that favoured the descendants of Joan Beaufort over those from his first marriage.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Westmorland, Ralph Neville, 1st earl of. (2015). In The Oxford Companion to British History (2nd ed.). Oxford University Press.]  [2:  ‚Ralph Neville, 1st Earl of Westmorland‘, Encyclopaedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ralph-Neville-1st-Earl-of-Westmorland [accessed 17 October 2026]]  [3:  Anthony Tuck, ‘Neville, Ralph, first earl of Westmorland (c. 1364–1425)’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004; updated 3 January 2008), https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/19951 [accessed 17 October 2026].] 


Archival material
London
The National Archives
C 139/104/42, mm.3–4, inquisition post mortem of Joan, Countess of Westmorland, Essex, 6 December 1440[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem, XXV, no. 514, Mapping the Medieval Countryside, https://inquisitionspostmortem.ac.uk/view/inquisition/25-513/ [accessed 18 October 2026]] 

This record is particularly useful for investigating how property was settled on the descendants from Ralph Neville’s second marriage to Joan Beaufort as the inquisition concerns the settlement of the lands and manors on her son Richard, Earl of Salisbury.

C 139/104/42, mm.12–13, inquisition post mortem of Joan, Countess of Westmorland, Yorkshire, 22 December 1440[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem, XXV, no. 519, Mapping the Medieval Countryside, https://inquisitionspostmortem.ac.uk/view/inquisition/25-513/ [accessed 18 October 2026]] 

This record also covers the inquisition post mortem of Joan. However, in this case, the investigation was held at the castle at York before a different jury. Unlike the Essex inquisition, it also provides evidence of the Neville family’s extensive northern estates.

CP 25/1/291/63, no. 43, final concord, 17 May 1416[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Abstract and images of the original, ‘CP 25/1/291/63, number 43’, Medieval Genealogy, http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/fines/abstracts/CP_25_1_291_63.shtml [accessed 18 October 2026]] 

This document is particularly relevant for the inheritance dispute because it establishes that land and several manors were settled upon Ralph and Joan and their male heirs. Estates would only pass to Ralph’s descendants from his first marriage if this line of inheritance failed.

Durham Cathedral Archive
Eboracensia catalogue
DCD 1.2.Ebor.15c, c. 1434[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Durham University Library, Archives and Special Collections, ‘Durham Cathedral Archive: Eboracensia’, DCD 1.2.Ebor.15c, https://reed.dur.ac.uk/xtf/view?docId=ark%2F32150_s1xs55mc05t.xml [accessed 18 October 2026]] 

Draft account of dispute over the late Earl of Westmorland’s will, including demands from his widow, Joan Beaufort and their son, Richard Neville, Earl of Salisbury
This document is relevant because it confirms that Ralph Neville, 2nd Earl of Westmorland as well as Joan, widow of the 1st Earl of Westmorland, and her son Richard, Earl of Salisbury both demanded that the documents be surrendered to them as both parties wanted custody of the late earl’s will. 

DCD 1.2.Ebor.15a, c. 1434[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Durham University Library, Archives and Special Collections, ‘Durham Cathedral Archive: Eboracensia’, DCD 1.2.Ebor.15a, https://reed.dur.ac.uk/xtf/view?docId=ark%2F32150_s1xs55mc05t.xml [accessed 18 October 2026]] 

A letter in English by Ralph Neville, 2nd Earl of Westmorland, to the prior of Durham, regarding the will of the earl of Westmorland
This letter provides the perspective of Ralph Neville, who asks that his grandfather’s will be opened in front of witnesses, including his uncle, the Earl of Northumberland, and the bishop of Durham, with the prior of Durham retaining custody of the will. As such, the letter provides the perspective of one of the two parties to the inheritance conflict. 

