[bookmark: _GoBack]This form is to be completed alongside a risk assessment. Staff and students should have all applicable method statements available to them for sign off.

	Department:
	School of Applied Computing, FACE

	Accompanying Risk Assessment(s)
	Multicore™ tin/lead 60/40 solder
Multicore™ lead free solder

	MS written by:
	John Young

	Approved by:
	

	Date 
	24th June 2016

	Brief Nature of Activity:





	Soldering electronic components to printed circuit boards and/or perforated strip board using lead free or tin/lead solder.

Tinning wires.

Soldering wires to connectors.


	Who will be undertaking this activity (circle all that are appropriate):
	Staff / Students / Others

	Will there be appropriate supervision?
	Yes 

	Outline the controls and safe working practices that should be followed:

Continue on a separate sheet if necessary














	1. Read the risk assessment and the chemical safety information before starting work.

2. Ensure you know the type of solder you are using. If in doubt, ask.

3. Lead free and 60/40 tin/lead solders are available.

4. Use gloves when using tin/lead solders.

5. Before plugging the soldering iron into the mains socket, examine the soldering iron, the mains lead and the mains plug. Ensure these are in good condition. Ensure that the mains lead is properly connected to the soldering iron body and to the mains plug  Ensure that the mains lead shows no burns or cuts. Ensure that the mains lead does not show exposed internal wires at the mains plug or at the soldering iron cable entry.

6. Place the soldering iron into the soldering iron stand before plugging it into the mains supply

7. Ensure that the sponge in the base of the soldering iron stand is damp. If it is dry, add enough water to dampen it but do not saturate it.
 
8. Use a solder fume extraction filter fan to reduce the likelihood of breathing the fumes produced during the soldering process.
 
9.  Never touch the element of the soldering iron. When it is plugged into the AC mains, the tip becomes very hot, reaching 400°C or more.
 
10. When using the soldering iron always hold it by the handle.

11. Never attempt to catch a falling soldering iron.

12. Always return the soldering to the soldering iron stand when it is not in use. 

13. Never place a hot soldering iron on the workbench when it is not in use.

14. Do not “flick” the soldering iron to remove excess solder from the tip, instead wipe the tip of the soldering iron on the damp sponge to keep the tip clean.

15. After making a solder joint, wipe the tip of the soldering iron on the damp sponge before replacing the iron in the stand to reduce the amount of flux smoke.

16. Use a “solder sucker” or desoldering braid to desolder connections.

17. Wear the eye protection provided. Solder can “spit”.

18. Use the “Helping Hands” apparatus to hold items to be soldered.
 
19. When the soldering task is complete, turn off the soldering iron at the mains and unplug the soldering iron.
 
20. Always wash your hands with soap and water after using solder to remove harmful contaminants.

21. Do not eat or drink while soldering.


	Is a safety induction required?
	Yes / No

	Has a safety induction been carried out?
	Yes / No / N/A


	Date of Induction
	

	Is the register of names for this MS attached?
	Yes / No / N/A

	Any questions please contact the H&S Department.


 
Signed by (person completing this form): 	___________________________________
Job title:					___________________________________
Approved by:					___________________________________
[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTum92sxT0-OJphLC3zw7xU80VDXaIUHNaaDbkfOm1VQGyFpYorm7WC4oM]
Method Statement
Job title:					___________________________________

Those participating in the activity read the attached method statement. Could you please confirm your understanding of what is expected of you, to carry out the activity safely, below: 

Any queries / questions please ask, only sign this register if you are confident about the attached safety procedures on the Method Statement. 

	
First Name
	
Surname
	
Signature
	
Role / Student
	I understood the content of the method statement?
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