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Are the Irish Republican Army defined as Terrorists?

Are the Irish Republican Army considered as a terrorist group? There are certain aspects of the IRA that help deicide whether they are defined as terrorists or not. The aspects are what type of ideology the IRA have, the structure of the group and the methods used to attack certain targets made by the IRA and innocent people that they have decided to intimidate, injure, or kill during their time as members of the group. Evidence will show that whether their aspects are aimed more towards the IRA being defined as terrorists or not, as they will show the certain beliefs and events that have happened in the past. The methods of attack will show the different ways that the IRA used violence and the ways that they did not use violence to attack the members of the British Government and the members that worked alongside them. All the different sections will show the thought process of the Irish Republican Army and why they carry out their actions. There were many different groups involved in the IRA and some were more active than the others in gathering new support for the group and the resources for the certain attacks used. 

The ideology that the Irish Republican Army (IRA) have is interesting with the way they look at certain situations and how they deal with those situations. They are targeting high profile politicians, police officers, MI5 and British army recruitment officers. One of the main reasons for the IRA for taking these types of actions is because they want to gain control and power, which will benefit their beliefs in the future to carry out more violent attacks more consistently (Morrison, 2016, p.3). Their beliefs are clear that they favour violence over any other method and that they want to continue with the violence in the future of this group. The New IRA believed that groups who decided to stop firing their weapons and negotiate were betraying the republican cause (Whiting, 2016). The political agenda of the IRA has not always been the greatest for them, as they have always wanted violence whenever the government has tried to negotiate with them as a group. in 2005, Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams made a speech and announced that the armed struggle was the only option in the past and now that the situation had changed, they could use political methods instead (Cochrane, 2007). The speech did not prevent the entirety of the violence that the IRA were using towards the government and services that were working for the government, but it did have an impact on the amount of violence being used by the Irish Republican Army. The whole reason the Irish Republican Army we created in the first place was due to the fact they disagreed with the British rule in Northern Ireland, which they found it ineffective, although the decision for the rule had already been made (Arthur et al., 2019). Being independent was massive for Northern Ireland and they did not want the British government to takeover, which is why they went straight to violence (History, 2019). Their ideology of dealing with government decisions are quite uncommon and for most of the time since the IRA was created, they have relied on only using violence in every scenario. These decisions are not going to be as effective as negotiating with the government and will make the situation harder to solve. 

There were different groups in the IRA that made them who they are today. The different names that the IRA came under were the Official IRA, Provisional IRA, Continuity IRA and the Real IRA. The Irish Republican Army movement has been very unsuccessful in preventing terrorist actions, as there were 7 bombings in 2014 that the IRA groups were responsible for (NowThis World, 2015). The New IRA, which was formed in 2012 is seen as one of the most dangerous republican groups. They were made up young and inexperienced members, but they still had caused the many gun and bomb attacks. Also, they had caused the two deaths of prison officers, which shows how dangerous they were as only young members (Moriarty, 2019). The New Irish Republican Army were known as the most dangerous and strongest IRA, as they have caused so much damage and taken part in many of the attacks on the British government. The groups such as the new IRA, continuity IRA all go against the peace process and think violence is the only way to take the independence of Northern Ireland. These groups carry out attacks in the local communities such as shootings, beatings and intimidation to gain support of the innocent people of the public in Ireland (MI5 Security Service, 2021). The IRA have used the internet and social media in the past to recruit young people for their groups. They were using websites in the past that would tell the viewers to join their struggle and they would show images of masked men with guns. The websites would state ‘we haven’t gone away, you know’, which shows they are trying to persuade young people to join their IRA group to continue the violence (Corrigan, 2009). These websites were used many years ago to recruit young people and since then the internet has become more advanced to the point where they can use any social media platform to get in contact with young people for recruitment. The internet can be taken advantage of, although it was mainly brought out for good use. Internet is one of the easiest ways that the IRA can recruit younger people, as most of the younger generation own the internet and if the young targets are vulnerable, they can easily be persuaded to join the army with specific techniques. 

There were two different methods that the Irish Republican Army used against members of the government and the public services that work alongside them. These two methods were violent and non-violent attacks towards members of the government and services that worked alongside the government. One of the non-violent methods the IRA members used was the blanket protest in prisons. Many of the IRA prisoners refused to take the prison uniform, as they thought of themselves as political prisoners. These prisoners were out into cells without any clothing and only had blankets to cover them. Blankets were not permitted outside the cell, which led to the IRA prisoners wearing small towels around their waist to cover themselves outside the prison cell when going for showers or toilets (O’Hearn, 2009, p.506). Republican prisoners were not satisfied in wearing the same clothing as the other criminals and were looking for some sort of reward, as in different clothing to wear. They were quite serious about these protests, and it comes to show that they would not give up supporting their cause even after they had been arrested and put into prison. Prisoners that were working under the IRA previously before going to prison were taking part in the blanket protest for 5 years before they finally stopped the protests in the prisons (Rolston, 1992, p.5). Political prisoners refused to wear the clothing, as it would have meant that they were wearing the badge of common criminal (Snoddy, 1993, p. 163). The method that the IRA use is long, and the Irish Republic Army members do not give up easily, unless they get what they want. 

Another similar non-violent method used by the IRA prisoners was the dirty protests. In 1978 the dirty protests had begun, as the prisoners refused to leave their cells and they started leaving their own human waste in the corner of the room. It allowed the prison officer to mess their mattresses and blankets, which they smeared their belongings into the waste. The Irish Republican Army prisoners started spreading their human waste on the walls, which then began the dirty protests (Aretxaga, 1995, p.127). The guards in the prison would not allow the prisoners to get rid of their waste, unless they put on a uniform. We knew that the prisoners were not going to give in and wear the uniform, they decided to throw their own waste out the windows before spreading the waste on the walls of their cells. Prison officers tried cleaning the cells with chemicals and steam, but it was pointless as the prisoners would just do continue spreading their waste on the walls. The IRA protesters increased the number of people doing it in prison and it left a large amount of pressure on the officers, as they were living in such unhealthy conditions (Oppenheimer, 2014, p.150). 

Hunger strikes were another part of the non-violent methods used by the IRA prisoners. In the 1980’s a hunger strike was attempted by the Irish Republican Army in the Maze Prison, and it was unsuccessful. In March 1981 there were more attempts with the hunger strikes in and it was still unsuccessful with 10 IRA prisoners dying from the method (McConville, 2015, p.338). In 1975 the World Medical Association prevented doctors from force feeding their prisoners, which left the people that were refusing to eat protesting for nothing (Burki, 2008, p.1292). Hunger strikes were not as successful as they thought, and it resulted in more deaths rather than being beneficial for the IRA prisoners. These methods of non-violent attacks were used for the reasoning of the IRA not wanting to give into to the British government and continuing to fight against the British even behind prison walls. 

The more violent attacks that were used by the IRA were more commonly used by the other terrorist groups. Bombing was quite a popular way of violence for the Irish Republic Army, as they could set it off and get out of the situation quickly, as most bombs had timers. In 1987, two vehicles were stolen by members of the IRA, and we used for the bombing of the Royal Ulster constabulary station. The bomb was an oil drum with 200 pounds of Semtex explosive inside and two fuses that would last 40 seconds. The bombing was not successful, as the British already had information of the event before it was happening and they prevented the attack (Soodalter, 2019, p.32). Shootings were another popular method of attack for the IRA, the specific one is the bloody Sunday incident. On bloody Sunday there were many shootings on innocent people and one incident consists of some football fans shot dead and many injuries we caused by members of the IRA, as they started causing random murder scenes for no apparent reason (Dolan, 2006, p. 791). The bombings and the shootings were two of the most used attacks by the Irish Republican Army. They were straight to the point with violence and found it was the only way to settle an agreement with the British Government on the independence of Northern Ireland. 


For the reasons shown in the evidence of whether the Irish Republican Army are termed as terrorists or not is clear in the information shown. The IRA have the thought process of mainly using violence to fight their political battels. Their belief is that violence is more beneficial than negotiating for them and there have been many different opportunities for peace, but they have been refused. The violence will not have only made the process longer, but they have gained no success from the actions that they have against members of the British government. Any members of the group that would stop firing their weapons and negotiate instead would be betraying their beliefs that they signed up for. There were many different names that the group came under over the years and most of them were to continue fighting for the same cause. The IRA are always interested in recruiting young people through using the internet. It is the easiest way that they can reach out to vulnerable young people and persuade them to support the group and work alongside them. The most recent group, which Is the new IRA is known as the most dangerous and strongest out of the all the groups in the past. The different methods that the Irish Republican Army used were quite brutal when it came to violence, as they would carry out many different bombings over the years and found that shooting chosen targets and innocent people was the way to go for this group. IRA prisoners did carry out nonviolent strategies, which were more concentrated on continuing to believe in their cause while in prison. The blanket protests and dirty protests were quite similar for the reasoning of them starting in the first place, which was the republican prisoners refusing to wear a prison uniform. The uniform was seen as a part of the law and everything against their beliefs as the IRA. The blanket protests were a strategy to try and get different clothing in the prison to get certain privileges that other prisoners did not get. The dirty protests were more of a practical and horrific way to protest with them using their own waste to cover their cell walls. Hunger strikes were another non-violent method used and many people died from this and were unsuccessful in getting what they wanted. The evidence shows that the IRA did have a non-violent side about them, which could change the fact that they are considered as terrorists, but they still used some awful strategies to protest. Overall, the evidence shows the IRA group should be termed as a terrorist group for reasoning of always wanting to carry out violence. Violence is not always the answer to resolving an issue and the killing of many people in shootings and bombings gives the Irish Republican Army more of a reason to be known as a terrorist group. 
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