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[bookmark: _Toc139339324]Introduction
The primary reason individuals engage in any kind of crime is referred to as the most fundamental issue within the study of criminology. There are various studies that have explained and explored core understanding related to the existence of crime. Through the records, it has been identified that crime is present in all societies in different forms, but at the same time, the levels of crime vary among different individuals and nations. The following essay will shed light on chosen crime activity which is terrorism, and the way classical criminology informs evidence-based policing. The discussion will be done considering different models and theories, which shall be helpful in exploring the concept much more comprehensively. 
[bookmark: _Toc139339325]Main discussion
Classical criminology is referred to as the theoretical approach and perspective helpful in gaining an understanding related to crime and criminal behaviour that took place in the 18th century. Classical criminology is considered one of the most influential and earliest schools of thought referring to criminology. The major authors related to this were Jeremy Bentham and Cesare Beccaria; their work was helpful in radicalising the thorough understanding of crime and punishment. Moreover, the primary feature of classical criminology includes hedonism, rationality, punishment, human rights and due process (Mesko, 2020). In addition to this, Henson, Nguyen and Olaghere (2023) mentioned that the criminology theory suggested by Beccaria highlights that individuals tend to enter the social contract with their free will and with that act in self-interest. Alongside, humans also have a clear understanding that a peaceful society barren of criminal acts is generally in their interest. Moreover, the approach towards criminal law highlights that the preventions related to criminal behaviour within the 18th century were not clear, and with that, capital punishment by the judicial system is unfair and cruel. With that, he also identified that systems reforms could be helpful in leading to greater crime prevention. Jeremy Bentham was Beccaria's contemporary and was a contributor towards the classical school of criminology. Referring to this, Bentham demonstrates support towards the separation of church, welfare and the state that concerns criminology; along with this, emphasis was also given to the abolition of capital punishment, slavery and the idea of natural law.
In the view of UNODC (2023), the classical view in criminology demonstrate crime as the individual’s free will decision for making a criminal choice. It has been identified that these choices are generally taken by applying the pain-pleasure principle. This principle suggests that individuals act in different ways that lead to maximising pleasure and minimising pain. Classicists believe that individuals are generally hedonistic and therefore focus on seeking pleasure at every point and avoiding pain. According to classicism, the primary action that can be used for preventing crime is deterrence of the risk of apprehension and punishment. In addition to this, Loughran (2019) mentioned that applying the classicism approach to any criminal conduct, in a scenario when the potential pain linked with the crime is much greater in the mind of the person than the pleasure which can be derived from the crime, this leads to prevention of the crime. Contradictory to this, it has also been identified that crime also persists in countries where the related authorities, like the government, implement new laws and penalties alongside also making efforts to enhance law enforcement. 
Related to this, Hechter (2019) mentioned that there are various theories that highlight the concept of criminology, one of which is the Rational Choice theory. The theory suggests that a person is involved in making rational decisions depending on self-interest. This further highlights the significance of gaining an understanding of the way individuals make decisions related to any kind of criminal behaviour. In addition to this, it also focuses on the way individuals weigh the potential benefits and costs referring to the actions. Gaining an understanding related of the different aspects that can impact the decision-making process of the individual, for example, perceived risks and rewards, would be helpful in gaining insights related to identifying the core reasons people commit crimes. In addition to this, Johnson, Memarian Esfahani, and Mohit (2023) identify that classical criminology focuses on the significance of punishment as an effective tool for preventing crime. Moreover, it also emphasises the link between the committed crime and the received punishment. Punishment is generally referred to as the preventive action for maintaining social order. Furthermore, theories linked with classical criminology are considered essential in gaining an understanding related to crime, the criminal justice system and punishment. 
For preventing crime from occurring, laws and regulations related to forces such as police are considered important. One of the approaches related to this is Evidence-based policing which is considered important for law enforcement; the core focus is on utilising the empirical evidence and research for seeking guidance related to decision-making and providing information related to police practices. It further incorporates the systematic integration related to scientific research findings within the policing strategies. The primary objective is to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of law enforcement activities. There are various models that can be used to explain evidence-based policing, one of which is POP (problem-oriented policing); this is also referred to as problem-solving policing. This is considered as an approach for dealing with crime and disorder that incorporates identifying the issue, in-depth analysis for gaining understanding related to the problem, creation of tailored response and evaluating the effects of the response. This is considered an effective tool for developing targeted interventions rather than focusing on the interventions themselves (Headley and Wright 2019). In addition to this, Mitchell (2019) cited that the POP approach can be applied to any kind of crime and thus should not be considered as an alternative to any of the interventions. Moreover, this can be explained in the context of the SARA model related to problem-solving. The model has been developed by taking into consideration the problem-oriented policing approach with the objective of addressing community issues and crime. The emphasis of the model is on identifying and overcoming the fundamental reasons behind the occurrence of crime and disorder rather than just focusing on dealing with the symptoms. In addition to this, Hinkle et al. (2020) mentioned that the model could be applied to any kind of community issue, which can be done by implementing the different steps as stated in the model, which include scanning, analysis, response and assessment. By taking into consideration the different criminology theories, such as rational choice and the SARA model, law enforcement agencies can be helpful in gaining a comprehensive understanding related to identifying the core reason behind the crime. Gaining such information would be helpful in creating more effective strategies that can be helpful in preventing crime and other community issues. 
Another approach is referred to as hot spot policing, which focuses resources and attention on places where there is a lot of crime. It acknowledges that crime is concentrated in some areas rather than being distributed uniformly among neighbourhoods. Hot spots police aim to deter crime in these targeted places while also perhaps lowering crime rates generally in the larger geographic area. The method focuses on directing activity to these high-crime areas rather than prescribing actions or tactics. This may entail actions like problem-focused policing techniques, strict enforcement of disturbance offences, or targeted police patrols. In comparison to places where conventional police crime prevention techniques were used, hot spot policing led to a slight but statistically significant decrease in overall crime in the areas where it was deployed, according to a meta-analysis. These decreases were especially noticeable in some types of crimes, including drug offences, disorderly conduct offences, property crimes, and violent crimes (Braga et al., 2019).
Crime is something which is affecting societies across the globe; one of the major ones is an increase in terrorism. It is defined as the illegal or unlawful use of violence and force against specific property or persons with the objective of intimidating the government or their citizens for further certain social or political objectives. In order to explain and gain understanding related to the issue, evidence-based policing and classical criminology can be used. Related to this, McGuire, Evans and Kane (2021) cited that classical criminology can be used to gain an understanding related of the motivations and decision-making process of individuals who are involved in some kind of terrorism. It is necessary that the factors need to be identified related to the core reasons individuals are influenced to support or join any terrorist organisation, for example, social networks, grievance or even some perceived benefits. Through this, law enforcement agencies can be able to gain information related to the rational choices which are made by the individuals who are involved in terrorist activities. In addition to this, Ionescu et al. (2020) cited that implementing the principles of evidence-based policing for dealing with terrorism needs to incorporate in-depth research and evaluation, which shall be helpful in developing counterterrorism strategies. Moreover, under this approach, it shall be helpful in assessing the data related to terrorist activities and trends. Along with this would also be effective in evaluating the effectiveness of interventions related to counterterrorism. In addition to this, with the implementation of evidence-based approaches, agencies and policymakers can be able to develop strategies which shall be helpful in dealing the terrorist activities. In addition to this, another model that can be helpful in dealing with terrorism is the National decision-making model (NDM). This is referred to as a framework which is generally used by law enforcement agencies and is helpful in the decision-making process and problem-solving. In terms of terrorism, the framework can be used for assessing the threats alongside would be helpful in determining the effective strategies which can be helpful for preventing such illegal activities. It is helpful in promoting a systematic and evidence-based approach related to decision-making and, with that making sure that decisions should be taken which are well-informed and accountable.  
Classical criminology and evidence-based policing have various benefits in terms of the prevention of crime, but at the same time, there are some drawbacks as well. In terms of strengths, one of the major ones with classical criminology focus is given on rational decision making, which is helpful in gaining insights related to the thought process of the process and the reason why he is involved in criminal behaviour. At the same time, one of the primary weaknesses associated with this is that it overlooks the essential social and structural aspects that can lead to crime, some of which includes inequality or poverty. This can lead to neglecting the fundamental root causes of the behaviour (Cowen and Cartwright 2019). In addition to this, Braga et al. (2019) cited that in terms of evidence-based policing, the focus is on the integration of the empirical evidence within the practices; this is helpful in promoting informed decision-making policies which are found to be effective in dealing with the crime. In terms of weakness, one of the major issues with evidence-based practices is linked to resource constraints alongside the necessity of expertise and training. Moreover, classical criminology focuses on highlighting the individual accountability related to criminal actions, which can be linked to fairness within the criminal justice system. Contradictory to this, some of the critics presented the argument that theories associated with classical criminology are not supported by empirical evidence. With the evolution of the field, it is possible that the classical perspective will not be aligned with the present environment. 
[bookmark: _Toc139339326]Conclusion
With the discussion, the phenomenon of crime has been highlighted, aligning with the classical criminology approach and evidence-based policing. Through the discussion, it has been identified that one of the primary reasons for individual involvement with any kind of crime can be linked to rational decision-making that emphasises increasing pleasure and decreasing pain. In addition to this, with evidence-based policing, the focus is on improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the law enforcement activities.
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