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The Philosophy and Practice of Social Research

Why do only 6% of young people with experience of the care system attend university, compared with almost 50% of young people in the general population? 
[bookmark: _Hlk27229197]
Introduction 
This defence will give a brief overview of the study and will introduce my working title. It will go on to explore the purposed of the research, the proposed methods that will be used during the research and the ethical considerations that will be considered. This defence will conclude with a summarised reflection and key points of the importance of ethics in the research process.
In this study I hope to uncover a deeper understanding surrounding why only a small percentage of young people who have experienced the care system attend university (Department for Education, 2019). Especially when almost 50% of young people who have not experienced the care system attend university (Hall, 2018). 

Aim
The aim of this research is to uncover reasons why only a small percentage of looked after young people attend university. I will use a mixture of qualitative approaches to draw-out information on the life experiences of individuals that have experienced the care system. With hope of gauging a better understanding of; Why the low attendance? What Can be done to help? What Should be done to help? Is there anything the University could do different? Nowadays we have become reactive rather than being proactive but hopefully by answering these questions and understanding why, will be a step towards being proactive towards this issue.
Objective
The objective is to identify potential barriers and situations that may hinder a young person in care to attend university and provide recommendations to help combat this, thus increasing the amount of looked after young people attending university.

Methodology 
I am going to be using a mixture of qualitative approaches which could include; Case studies or /& Interviews; Group Discussions or /& Focus Groups. In society young people who have experienced the care system are ‘the most disadvantaged’ (CELCIS, 2019). The specific reasons for this vary therefore, a quantitative approach would not be suitable and could be argued insensitive. Quantitative approaches are often generalised and with the sensitive data gathered from the young people, it would be insensitive to generalised any information gathered. 

Ethics
[bookmark: _Hlk27229461]Throughout this study I will be guided by and adhering to the British Educational Research Association’s, Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research published in 2018. Participants who partake in the research will ‘be treated fairly, sensitively, and with dignity and freedom’ from any forms of prejudice (BERA, 2018). During this research I will have many responsibilities to the participants some of which include; 
· [bookmark: _Hlk27224781][bookmark: _Hlk27229549][bookmark: _Hlk27225136]Consent – Voluntary informed consent will be gathered from the participants before the start of the study in order to partake (BERA, 2018). When gathering consent, I will ‘do everything I can to ensure that all potential participants understand, as well as they can, what is involved in a study’ (BERA, 2018).
· Transparency – from the very start of this research to the absolute end of this research I will be as open and as honest with participants as I possibly can (BERA, 2018).
· Right to Withdraw – at any time the participants have the right to withdraw from the research for any or no reason, and participants will be informed of this right at the very begin (BERA, 2018).
· Privacy and data storage – During the study it is important to maintain ‘confidentiality and to maintain the anonymous treatment of participants’ however, I will ‘recognise participants rights to be identified in any publication of their original works or other inputs if they so wish’ (BEAR, 2018). At all times during the study, data gathered (both physical and electronic) will be kept locked up in a secure build or saved on my password protected laptop in an encrypted folder with another password.

Anticipated risks
[bookmark: _Hlk27229503]As the researcher it is my duty ‘to minimise and manage any distress or discomfort’ that comes from the research. So, it is important for me to recognise, anticipate and prepare for any risks that may arise throughout the research. If any of the processes chosen within the research appears to cause any emotional distress or other harm, I will reconsider the process immediately (BERA, 2018).  
Throughout the research I will continue to ‘recognise concerns relating to the time and effort that participation in some research can require’ (BERA, 2018). I will take into account ‘the impact of my research on the lives and workloads of participants’ and where I can, will reduce the impact of this.




key points
· The research will ‘be treated fairly, sensitively, and with dignity and freedom’ from any forms of prejudice (BERA, 2018).
· For me to recognise, anticipate and prepare for any risks that may arise throughout the research.
· I will ‘do everything I can to ensure that all potential participants understand, as well as they can, what is involved in a study’ (BERA, 2018).



Conclusion  
This defence has given a brief overview of the study and has introduce my working title. It has gone on to explore the purposed of the research, the proposed methods that will be used during the research and the ethical considerations that will be considered. This defence has concluded with key points of the importance of ethics in the research process.
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