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Introduction
The site of Enkomi is commonly agreed upon by archaeologists as one the most significant trade centres in Cyprus during Late Bronze Age (LBA). It is also the most extensively excavated prehistorical sites on the island.  Yielding archaeologically recorded evidence for human habitation over the whole of the LBA period. 
[image: ]
Enkomi 
Enkomi is a fort and urban centre with workshops that were involved in the final stages of metal production. It was also a place that contained some highly ritualised burials. (Kassianidou 2012) (Knapp 1997). 
The first major excavators at Enkomi in 1897 and 1930 aimed their trowels right into the cuts of the richest tombs and this report focuses on the LBA funerary mouthpiece assemblage from artifacts acquired by The British Museum in 1897. During these excavations’ archaeologist Arthur Evans funded by The Turner Bequest, believed he was unearthing the Byzantine period’s elites from the tombs at Enkomi. Later Swedish excavations in 1934 contemporized the tombs’ contents with the surrounding agricultural area and thus gave new meaning to this egalitarian rather than elite society’s pre-palatial urban centre and its contextual finds. (Bombardieri, et.al. 2012).  
Evidence of a number of metallurgy workshops on the site of Enkomi was excavated by Porphyrios Dikaios a curator from The Cyprus Museum. These workshops were evidently being used for virtually the whole duration of the site’s human occupation (Kassianidou et.al. 2009). So further processual and post- processual research suggests Enkomi and Hala Sultan Tekke can be interpreted as a key hierarchical settlement. (Knapp 1997) 
This report will take advantage of the British Museums new on-line cataloguing of artifacts from Enkomi and Hala Sultan Tekke. The collections published comprise a sum of 1,294 artifacts from both sites, the large majority 1,765 coming from Arthur Evans’s 1897 excavation of Enkomi. I have selected 70 artifacts that are identified as possible mouthpieces from the diadems and mouthpieces displayed visually via the BM website from Enkomi: and analysed them together with the collection from Hala Sultan Tekke’s, 129 artifacts containing just one mouthpiece and one diadem. These two costal centres are associated with the sites of Kourion and Morphou as forming four urban polities, that served the hinterland by hosting such functions as production, administration, and defence. (Knapp 1997) (Negbi 1986) 
The reports main section contains clear evidence that some LBA diadems may have been sized down to become mouthpieces in ritualised internments, highlighting aspects of their own biographies. (Appadurai 1986) 
Methodology  
The desk-based quantitative and qualitive analysis mini-project work culminates in this report via applying a new materiality thematic approach: to the British Museum’s catalogue of mouthpieces found from LBA Cyprus and their cultural entanglements. In relationship to trade and culture contacts in the Aegean and the Ancient Near East. (Hodder 2012) 



Main body
Mouth pieces are facial funerary ornaments, they constitute the furnishings of a death mask, made from thinly hammered sheets of gold. 
Gold holds a symbolic value and from its unique materiality many ideological intricacies can be elicited, the main connection between gold’s active properties to the ‘desired’ active agency for the dead is immortality, gold is immortal compared to its more corrosive cousins. Moreover, it has a shinning allure (Gell ****) In 1950 Michael Ventris successfully translated the Minoan Archaic Greek Linear B language and the script values from this are applied to the language isolate known as Linear A, many inscriptions refer to Gold in comparison to the sun. For example,
The Phaistos Disc reads
Chief God of all, our ruler
Chief God you protect us all
Come light spring shine again
Shine warm and glorious rays 
Light up strong our ruler

Shine warm and glorious rays
For our hot cover to rise we pray
Sunlight our dear ancestor mother 
Help our ships sailing on the seas
And all of us 
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These regionally Cretan inscriptions depict LBA ideology towards the shinning sun and the ancestor gods. 
The placement of gold mouthpieces on to the dead is evident from excavations in Anatolian Kulteppe and Magiddo where gold strips resembling the mouthpieces found in the tombs at Enkomi and Hala Sultan Tekke, were said to have been found in situ over the mouths of the dead. (Ozguc 1950, pp 201, 394; Maxwell Hislop 197, pp 99. 228) There is also archaeological evidence of ‘ceremonial’ gold workmanship happening live within the tombs as part of the ritualised performance, played out for Royal Hittites. This is coupled with 14th Century text revealing that eye and mouth coverings are intentionally attached on day two as part of the process of key funerary stages. (Van den Hout 1995) (Bombardieri 2012).  
Diadems for the head out number mouth pieces in the collection by *********** they can also appear with use wear making them not exclusively a funerary item, such as mouthpieces. 
Swedish excavations at Tomb 18 in 1934 at Enkomi detail the inhumation where the find spot of a mouthpiece is recorded in the notebooks to be touching the crania. The remains in this case are female and the mouthpiece from tomb 18 has an incised beard motif. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk98094798]Figure 1,    Shows the mouthpiece from Tomb 18  taken from The Cyprus Designation project report from The British museum 
Eye coverings, headbands and mouthpieces show up in many tombs and in early cruciform translations in the Aegean, and across the Mediterranean some Ugaritic mouthpieces from the 13th to 14th century BC appear in excavations at Ugarit within a period of well-developed gift and trade connections with Cyprus. The latest examples of gold death mask furnishings are eye coverings that were still being used in East Mediterranean during the first millennium BC. (Bombardier 2012).
Funerary practices in Cyprus in the late chalcolithic and Bronze Age contain a drinking or libation aspects, first seen through the discovery of special funerary drinking vessels with elongated spouts. (Steel 2004) This gives a context to the importance of the mouth as a passageway for spiritual connections, perhaps the purity of gold placed in the lineal space between the throat and the air makes a mouthpiece more than a bodily adornment, for the living to dress the dead with. 

The motifs on the mouthpieces also help us trace their manufacturing styles and influences, because diadems from the same contexts share similar stamp or incision work that can also infer knowledge that can be transferable to mouthpieces. Cypriot jewellery and seals also made of gold tell us more about localised craftsmanship at Enkomi from the LBA. 

Metal workers in Cyprus made use of influences they absorbed from having cultural contacts with other parts of the Mediterranean so aspects of Aegean, Levantine and Ancient Egyptian goldsmithing helped to fuse a cosmopolitan style.  A strongly Minoan element appears as the dominate influence in the stamping of the diadems and mouthpieces, recuring styles within the assembled from Enkomi and dots, rosettes, and S-Spirals. Although many are plain, the table below records the different markings on each mouthpiece.  Some mouthpieces are marked with lips or beards and are easy to identify as being made especially for one purpose
[image: ]
Others are recorded as diadems or mouthpieces as it is difficult to tell the two artifacts apart, as seen in the mouthpiece below, 
[image: ]
The artifact above from Enkomi acquisition number 1900,065,12 is labelled on the BM online collections as a mouthpiece or diadem with a question mark, it is 20.8 centimetres long with subtle tapering at each end and single punched holes for attachment. The rosettes motif can be seen in diagonal, vertical or horizontal rows or as lip outlines at a stretch, this example is also more evenly worked than a lot of other examples. The artifacts marked confidently as diadems are nearer 20 centimetres long on average. This same artifact is published as being a diadem by Veronica Tatton-Brown in a British Museum publication in 1997 Tatton-Brown (1997 p7) This identification quadrium occurs with numerous examples that fail to be easily identifiable as belonging to either category. Two broken sections are logged separately but have the same motif and stamping style and the same dimensions. This raises the need for a further investigation into the classification scope that might benefit from closer analyses of this assemblage. 
A small number of mouthpieces are tapered on one end but straight on the other and this is where it could be argued that they may have made from used diadems four clear examples shown below help make this claim, furthermore, not only do the uneven ends suggest this, but the holes on close examination may further support this argument as some appear to show different signs of use wear.[image: A picture containing text, fabric

Description automatically generated]222 
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Description automatically generated]272 
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]522 This mouthpiece has several notable features, the curator records that in the centre there is a faint indentation that cannot be made out, the S-Spirals towards the left and right ends appear intentionally random perhaps expedient, they may represent a messy moustache, the left end is not obviously tapered and appears snapped, closer inspection might reveal more use wear to some of the four  holes than others,  particularly the top right hole compared to the two holes on the left. This observation support, a new interpretation for the collections, that claims some mouthpieces where in fact altered diadems.  Added to this then where they the repurposed, cut to measure, altered belongings of the deceased? 


Results 
Please find a collation of the images (not to scale) in the appendix showing all 73 probable mouthpieces from Enkomi (71) and Hala Sultan Tekee (1), from which the following body of analyses, recorded visually and numerically the dimensions and styles of each artifact.   
	Gold Mouthpieces by
BM acquisition number 
	Snapped section 
	Weight g
	Length cm
	Width cm
	Design motif 
	No of end piercings 
X=no ends
	Indicated as possibly 
diadem 

	1897,0401.378
	No
	2.86
	13.00
	3.50
	Plain 
	1
	Yes 

	1897,0401.400
	No
	2.61
	12.50
	3.00
	Plain 
	
	

	0701.47
	Yes (1 of 2 pieces)
	
	
	
	Plain
	x
	Yes

	1897,0401.378
	No
	2.86
	13.00
	3.50
	Plain
	1
	

	0701.47
	Yes (2 of 2 pieces)
	
	
	
	Plain
	
	Yes

	1879,0401.316
	
	2.82
	12.30
	3.40
	Plain 
	2
	

	1879,0401.225
	Yes
	
	
	3.00
	Rosettes 
	1
	

	1879,0401.428
	Yes
	
	
	
	Vertical bands (VB)circles 
	x
	

	1897,0401.226
	Yes (possible match for .225)
	
	
	3.00
	Rosettes 
	x
	

	1897,0401.658
	Yes
	
	
	
	VB bosses 
	
	Yes

	1897,0401.611
	
	2.41
	9.30
	2.20
	Plain
	1
	Yes

	1897,0401.312
	
	1.26
	6.60
	2.10
	Plain
	1
	Yes

	1897,0401.702
	
	2.75
	10.80
	4.00
	Plain
	2
	

	1897,0401.520
	
	4.60
	14.40
	3.50
	S-Spiral 
	X
	

	1897,0401.314
	
	2.09
	10.80
	2.90
	Plain
	2
	

	1897,0401.499
	Yes
	
	
	
	Possible octopus 
	x
	

	1897,0401.399
	
	3.10
	12.70
	2.86
	Plain
	1
	Yes

	1897,0401.81
	
	3.50
	13.20
	2.61
	Plain
	2
	

	1897,0401.364
	
	2.84
	14.00
	3.20
	Plain
	2
	

	1897,0701.21
	Yes 
	0.6
	3.50
	1.80
	Heiring bone and roses scored on 
	1 and 2
	

	1897,0401.269
	
	2.04
	8.70
	2.60
	S-Spirals and circles 
	1
	

	1897,0701.46
	Yes
	
	
	
	Plain
	x
	

	1897,0701.27
	Yes
	
	
	
	Punched 
	1 or 2 
	

	1897,0401.87
	Yes
	
	
	
	
	1
	

	1897,0401.265
	
	5.14
	12.10
	4.00
	Plain
	2
	

	1897,0401.63
	
	4.73
	14.50
	3.90
	S-Spirials
	2
	

	1897,0401.610
	
	15.36
	16.00
	5.50
	Plain
	2
	Yes

	1900,0615.12
	
	1.23
	8.70
	1.20
	Plain
	1
	Yes

	1897,0401.266
	
	9.28
	20.80
	5.40
	Rosettes 
	1
	Yes

	1897,0401.630
	
	3.75
	13.50
	3.70
	Plain 
	1
	Yes

	1897,0401.612
	
	4.06
	10.00
	4.40
	Plain
	1
	

	1897,0401.377
	
	3.00
	9.80
	3.70
	Plain 
	1
	

	1897,0401.699
	
	1.87
	9.30
	2.30
	Cross hatched (no picture)
	X
	

	1897,0401.651
	
	2.52
	12.00
	3.00
	S- Spirals
	1
	

	1969,0701.35
	
	2.29
	9.10
	3.90
	Plain
	1
	

	1897,0401.616
	
	4.63
	11.80
	3.80
	Plain
	1
	

	1897,0401.609
	
	15.81
	17.00
	5.60
	Plain
	1
	

	1897,0401.267
	
	3.88
	14.00
	3.50
	Plain 
	1
	

	1897,0401.229
	
	2.82
	13.00
	3.20
	Plain
	1
	Yes

	1897,0401.784
	
	2.45
	9.10
	2.40
	Plain
	1
	

	1897,0401.521
	
	3.25
	12.70
	3.50
	Plain
	2
	

	1897,0401.311
	Broken
	
	
	2.40
	Curls for a beard 
	2
	

	1897,0401.379
	
	2.93
	13.00
	3.50
	Possible beard
	1
	

	1897,0401.783
	
	1.20
	7.60
	1.50
	Plain
	1
	Yes

	1897,0401.614
	
	4.98
	12.50
	4.00
	Plain
	1
	Yes

	1897,0401.514
	
	0.95
	6.90
	1.30
	Plain
	1
	

	1897,0401.381
	
	1.25
	8.60
	1.40
	Plain
	1
	

	1897,0401.443
	
	3.17
	10.50
	3.50
	Plain
	1
	

	1897,0401.491
	
	3.47
	12.80
	1.60
	Plain *
	1
	



	1897,0401.231
	
	5.10
	12.50
	4.58
	Plain
	1
	

	1897,0401.658
	Broken
	
	
	2.30
	Plain
	1
	

	1897,0701.26a +b 
	Broken
	
	
	3.20
	Random punched circles
	2
	

	1897,0401.11
	
	3.53
	16.40
	3.00
	S-Spirals 
	1
	Yes

	1897,0401.258
	
	4.30
	11.50
	3.50
	Edged in dots
	2
	

	1969,0701,25a-c
	Broken
	
	
	3.30
	Random small swirls like hair
	1
	

	1897,0401.225
	Broken
	
	
	3.00
	Rows of rosettes 
	x
	

	1897,0401.226
	Broken
	
	
	3.00
	Rows of rosettes
	x
	

	1897,0401.610+
	Broken
	
	
	3.50
	Random figures of 8 
	2
	

	1897,0401.221
	
	6.99
	12.00
	3.80
	Rosettes
 9 petals 
	1
	Yes

	1897,0401.63
	
	4.73
	14.50
	3.90
	S-spirals *
	x
	Yes

	1897,0401.222
	
	3.55
	3.55
	3.60
	Rosettes 9 
	2
	Yes

	1897,0401.740
	Broken
	
	
	1.00
	Plain
	x
	Yes

	1897,0401.223
	
	1.53
	6.70
	2.20
	Plain
	x
	

	1897,0401.444
	Broken
	
	
	3.50
	Plain
	2
	

	1897,0401.65
	
	4.14
	13.20
	3.70
	Plain
	1
	

	1897,0401.272
	
	5.33
	17.10
	4.00
	S-Spirals and dots on edges 
	1
	

	1897,0401.64
	
	4.76
	13.50
	3.80
	S-Spirals
	x
	

	1897,0401.698
	
	3.82
	Not rec’
	3.20
	2 rows of 12 Palmettes 
	x
	

	1897,0401.224
	Broken
	
	
	3.00
	Plain
	x
	

	1897,0401.270
	Broken
	
	
	
	S-Spirals
	2
	

	1897,0401.269
	Broken
	
	
	2.60
	Dots around the edge 
	x
	Yes

	1897,0401.192
	
	2.08
	7.50
	2.80
	 Voulettes stamped over dots *
	x
	

	1897,0401.227
	
	3.26
	9.80
	3.80
	6 petalled rosette *
	1
	

	1897,0401.520
	
	4.60
	14.40
	4.60
	S-Spirals and dots on edge *
	2
	

	1897,0401.66
	
	2.73
	11.90
	1.70
	S-Spirals in a pattern *and dotted edge 
	1
	

	1897,0401.522
	
	4.11
	14.00
	3.50
	S-Spirals like a moustache or beard faint impression on the middle 
	2
	

	1900,0615.12
	
	9.29
	20.80
	3.40
	13-14 rows of rosettes 
	1
	Yes

	1900,0615.17
	
	4.81
	5.20
	5.20
	Plain
	1
	

	1900,0615.9
	
	5.90
	5.90
	4.00
	S-Spirals possible marked out like lips 
	1
	



Data collection on Hala Sultan Tekke mouthpiece assemblage 
	Gold mouthpiece by acquisition number 
	Snapped section 
	Weight g
	Length cm
	Width cm 
	Design 
	No of piercings 
X= no ends 
	Indicated as possibly 
diadem 

	1898,1201 
	
	4.00
	13.90
	1.50 
	Plain 
	1
	

	Totals 
	20
	229.72
	783.55
	2i6.601
	Plain =40
Motif +33
	1 =39
X=17 
2= 19
	20

	Averages 
	
	4.0196 
	13.50
	2.96 
	
	
	




The quantifiable results from the combined values from both sets of data collections are as follows.
Results on the average weight for a mouthpiece in this assemblage is 4 grammes 
  Weight 6.23 g [image: ][image: A picture containing piece, sliced

Description automatically generated]This mouthpiece weights 4.6 grammes so not only does it use a comparable amount of gold to that in a piece of everyday body adornment, intricate jewellery for a high-ranking individual. shows skill also to flatten this similar quantity of gold is worth noting. 
Results on the average width for a mouthpiece in this assemblage is 2.96 cm 
Results on the average length for a mouthpiece in this assemblage is 13.50 cm 
Results on motif occurrences 33 out of 73 
Results on hole placements 19 x 1 / 39 x 1 


Result limitations;
· This is not the full number of mouthpieces from Enkomi it is a sample of 72 and 1 from Hala Sultan Tekke. 
· The website has some inaccuracies.
·  This is an informal report that as there for not been peer reviewed. 


Discussions 
Diadems and mouthpieces continue to dazzle their viewers and their temporal and spatial occurrence in the archaeological record helps inform aspects of ritualised burial practices and cultural contacts during the LBA in the Ancient Near East. Moreover, LBA societies choice of depositing gold, as the material for securing the immortality of the deceased, couples well with our present-day position of being in a perpetual search of past identities, is this the alluring agency that draws us? This must be a shinning testimony to depositors of gold. (Malafouris 2013)
Looking at every mouthpiece in detail illuminated the value of focusing one’s full attention to the intricate detail of each mouthpiece, at first, they appear to be made rather expediently with their rough edges and random stamping. Under inspection, evidence of recycling by resizing and restamping brings the makers movements back to life. 

Conclusion 
· An in-situ inspection of the mouthpieces in the BM’s collections could help introduce a category of mouthpieces made from diadems. 
· A data collection to find the average length of a diadem to compare that value with the average length of a mouthpiece would help create an identification guild to help classify the two categories in future. 
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Appendix Images analysed for this report courtesy of the BM open access, on-line collections, from Cyprus 
[image: A picture containing vegetable
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[image: A picture containing text, picture frame

Description automatically generated]269
[image: A loaf of bread

Description automatically generated with low confidence]364
[image: A close-up of a rock

Description automatically generated with low confidence]377
[image: ]87
[image: ]226
[image: A close-up of a potato

Description automatically generated with low confidence]265
[image: A piece of bread with a face drawn on it

Description automatically generated with low confidence]312
[image: A close-up of a fish

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]611 
[image: A picture containing line

Description automatically generated]75
[image: ]520
[image: ]610+
[image: A picture containing mollusk

Description automatically generated]615
[image: A picture containing different

Description automatically generated]702
[image: ]0701.35
[image: A picture containing key

Description automatically generated]1969,0701.29
[image: A picture containing sliced

Description automatically generated]428
[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]The octipus 
[image: A picture containing text, picture frame

Description automatically generated]269
[image: A picture containing different

Description automatically generated]619 or 616
[image: A picture containing different, sliced

Description automatically generated]
[image: A piece of food on a white surface

Description automatically generated with low confidence]Interesting anomaly 
[image: A close-up of a stone

Description automatically generated with low confidence]Marked as a diadem on the BM website WHY

[image: A picture containing sliced

Description automatically generated]
[image: A loaf of bread

Description automatically generated with low confidence]Found the other piece 
[image: A picture containing different, snack food, sliced, square

Description automatically generated]
[image: A picture containing piece

Description automatically generated]266
[image: A loaf of bread

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]267
[image: A picture containing bread, vegetable

Description automatically generated]399
[image: A picture containing food, bread, sliced

Description automatically generated]
[image: A picture containing different

Description automatically generated]

[image: A picture containing text, bread

Description automatically generated]
[image: A picture containing food, chip, snack food, sliced

Description automatically generated]
[image: A picture containing piece, different, snack food, sliced

Description automatically generated]630
[image: A picture containing indoor, sliced

Description automatically generated]Looks like a diadem why is it marked as both
[image: ]520
[image: ]63 
[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]9[image: A picture containing text, weapon, knife

Description automatically generated]11
[image: ]11 (very long) 
[image: A piece of food on a plate

Description automatically generated with low confidence]17
[image: ]63
[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]64
[image: A picture containing weapon, knife

Description automatically generated]66
[image: A picture containing outdoor object, chocolate, honeycomb, wasp's nest

Description automatically generated]127

[image: A picture containing coin

Description automatically generated] 192 
[image: A picture containing text, fabric

Description automatically generated]222 *cut from 221 
[image: A picture containing text, different

Description automatically generated]223
[image: ]224

[image: A close-up of some cookies

Description automatically generated with low confidence]225
[image: ]226, possible match to 225 
[image: A picture containing piece

Description automatically generated]229 
[image: A close-up of a rock

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]231
[image: A picture containing piece, slice, cut, sliced

Description automatically generated]258
[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]272 
[image: A picture containing food, dish

Description automatically generated]379
[image: A picture containing slice, vegetable

Description automatically generated]381 
[image: A picture containing food, snack food

Description automatically generated]443 – Is this cut from a diadem 
[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]444
[image: ]491
[image: A picture containing food

Description automatically generated]514
[image: ]520
[image: ]521
[image: A loaf of bread

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]522 IMPORTANT CUT AND NEW HOLES 
[image: ]610+
[image: A picture containing food, piece, bread, square

Description automatically generated]614
[image: ]698
[image: A close-up of a cookie

Description automatically generated with low confidence]740
[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]783
[image: A picture containing bread, eaten, sliced

Description automatically generated]784
[image: ]12
[image: A picture containing food

Description automatically generated]25 a and c 
[image: A picture containing piece, chocolate, slice, sweet

Description automatically generated]26 a and b
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