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Funeral Directing: A Way of Life. (working title from a quote gained during research.)
Due to unforeseen circumstances throughout the summer I was unable to conduct my intended fieldwork. My proposed fieldwork was to visit and shadow a local funeral director to gain an insight into the world surrounding funeral practices. I intend on specifically looking at the preparation of the body. How much involvement a grieving family has when arranging the funeral for a loved one. I would also like to look at what I believe is the performance surrounding funeral practices, from the clothing they wear and how they conduct themselves professionally and socially. 
At the time of my presentation I had still been unable to secure dates with the funeral home on which I could attend and shadow. Since the presentation I have had a chance to attend the funeral home on three occasions and gain some essential knowledge on my subject field. I intended on using participant observation as a strong foundation for my research as it will allow me to experience and feel the fieldwork on a personal level. Using Spradley’s book ‘Participant Observation’ as my guide to conduct this field work in the correct way. Another method I intended on using was Unstructured interviews. This method will be used to support the findings found whilst conducting participant observation. Although I had not initially planned to use structured interviews, I found myself the first day having to use a structured interview method with one of my participants. The father of my gatekeeper appeared to be wary of me and would only answer a line of direct questioning. However, as the meets went on, he appeared to ease around me and spoke freely.
During my visits to the funeral home voice recordings were made with the permission of my participants, I explained that these were for personal records for me to revise over whilst writing my dissertation. I opted to keep a personal journal in the days surrounding my fieldwork, in this I noted how I felt in the leads up to my first day, how I felt afterwards and how the experience made me feel whilst in the funeral home. This has allowed me to truly reflect and really examine what this fieldwork means to me. I have begun to question what is it about death that makes me so inquisitive? And start to think how I truly feel about death. 
I am currently a third of the way through my fieldwork and interested to see where it leads me next. My main areas of research when I decided on this topic was to explore the potential performance surrounding funeral practices and I planned on using Judith Butlers theory of performativity. Upon discussions with lecturers I have decided that this is not the right direction for my dissertation. I have thought about other more appropriate directions in which I would like my fieldwork to head and have concluded that I shall now explore the works of Edith Turner, Rituals and Rites of Passage. Ralph Houlbrooke’s book Death Ritual and Bereavement. In order to draw comparison reading has commenced on the Order of Christian Funerals in reading this I plan to demonstrate how funerals have changed throughout time with the increase of Humanitarian funerals in comparison to Religious funerals. Another avenue I intend to explore has developed from the way I felt I had to dress and act a socially constructed idea on how one should look when attending a funeral home from the clothes I wore to the way my hair was tied. I am looking into the works of Potter, Representing reality: discourse, reality and social construction. I am hoping that this will help me analysis and identify what my pre constructed ideas were and are.
To conclude I am a third of the way through my fieldwork with further dates secured to finish my research. I have began picking out themes that have become apparent on my previous visits and intend on exploring them further. Reading around my chosen subject has begun and has allowed me to explore other avenues during my fieldwork. As previously mentioned, the work of Edith Turner and her work on rituals has been of use when identifying comparisons in cultures and modern time funerals. Spradley’s participant observation has been mentioned, however I will be reading other academic works on participant observation such as Malinowski to strengthen my reasons for using this method for my research. Fieldwork is set to conclude by the middle of January. Following the completion of my fieldwork further notes will be drafted and writing of the dissertation document will commence.
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