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This assignment will be critically discussing whether it is true that it is impossible to balance the needs of the economy, society and environment in the contemporary world. 
Despite a large majority of people living in cognitive dissonance and ignoring the fact that the resources they are using is having an impact on the social ecological systems (SES), most people are aware that the way they are living is not sustainable. Environmental issues have multi-dimensional characteristics and are too complex to be studied by one discipline. Many of the issues are caused by the dynamics of many disciplines, and this assignment will focus mainly on nature, society and the economy (Ghosh, et al, 2015).
Sustainable development goals will be critically discussed, and which changes need to be made for these goals to be reached. There will also be an insight into how poverty and inequality is having an effect on the sustainability goals and how addressing these issues can help achieve the sustainable development goals (Dalby, Horton, Mahon and Thomas, 2019).
It is government policy to build sustainable communities where people can live in decent homes and have access to public services, transport, leisure facilities and job opportunities. Sustainable communities should be able to fulfil everybody’s needs in a place they want to live and work without compromising the environment and needs of future generations (Planning for the Future: Housing and Economic Development in the West Midlands, 2010).
Sustainability and well- being are affected by three values which are economy, society and environment. The three factors over-lap each other and changes in one of the values are highly likely to change dynamics in the other. When making decisions the three values need to be considered, and whether they will be impacted positively. Healthy eco-systems are essential for sustaining well-being of current and future generations. Technology has given humans the opportunity to substitute eco-system goods with man made products. Buildings can be climatised to comfortable climates, genetically modified crops are being produced and artificial organs are being made. However, replacing entire eco-systems is beyond current capabilities, therefore protecting the environment is essential for sustainability (Bakshi,2019).
People living beyond the planetary means has already led to consequences such as climate change, loss of species which has led to a deterioration in the biosphere. In order to function in a more sustainable way the economy needs to work around the environment without exceeding limits. Some economist see the environment as a source that provides resources that can be used to produce goods in order to make money. Other economist see the environment from a totally different angle and see it as something sacred which could never have a price tag that can be bought or sold (Cato, 2020). 
During the 1980’s there was a major thrust from the government to push for economic growth. The introduction free markets gave the opportunities to achieve this. This boost in industrialism and consumerism certainly brought economic growth, but has resulted in having a destructive effect on the environment. Any policies which were put in place to protect environment or to create sustainability were seen by the government as an inconvenient barrier standing in the way of earning economic growth and power (George and Wilding, 1999)

Industrial sites are usually located in deprived areas causing an inequality between the rich and the poor. Those who are privileged enough to live in more affluent communities are privileged to environmental goods such as clean air. Lack of environmental capital causes health problems such as respiratory diseases. Focus from the government has been on improving the health care system and spending money in hospitals instead of tackling the underlying causes and trying to improve the quality of the environment to give everybody the opportunity to live in an environment that will improve their health outcomes (Walker et al, 2003).
To become more environmentally friendly more economical equality needs to be reached. Affluent people consume more which means they pollute more. Power and financial capital allows the rich to dump their pollution on the weak and poor while isolating themselves from the environmental pollution (Izlam, 2015). 
Rapidly growing economies brings with it an increasing demand for resources and energy causing more pollution. Solutions are needed which still allow growth with the potential to reduce poverty and preserve environment. In order to have an impact there needs to be a global political will to create policies which will achieve the sustainability goals. To create policies, it is necessary to know what resources are available, how much is being used, and what will be left. In order to move forward in a sustainable way, it is important to know what can be regenerated (Strange and Bailey, 2008).


Wealth, power and the need for profit plays a major role in environmental problems. Regardless of the damage that is being done to the environment, industries are driven by the capitalist pursuit for profit. Manufactures design products intentionally shortening their life cycle forcing consumers to replace their products and get rid of their old ones. This results in more waste being created, more resources used, and harmful pollution released into the atmosphere. This is known as built in obsolescence and ensures future sales for producers. The importance of profit is being put ahead of the consequences it causes (Pope, 2017). 
Advertising has a huge influence on encouraging consumers to purchase as much as possible to keep the industrial production running. It exaggerates reality and ordinary lives convincing people that they need far more things than they really need. Failure to live up to images they see on adverts can leave people feeling dissatisfied. The introduction of credit cards has added to the problem as people are now even buying more than they can afford. Despite having products that can still function correctly people replace goods to keep up with fashion and have the latest up to date models (Leiss et al, 2018).

Industrialization has resulted in huge quantities of hazardous waste causing a global waste crisis. Mass production is causing air and soil pollution and the waste products are rapidly filling waste landfills. Effective waste and recycling management is vital for sustainability. Many different materials are now being recycled preventing them from clogging up landfills, and reducing the demand for raw materials. There are still major problems with waste as global population and mass production is increasing (Chandra, 2015).
[bookmark: _Hlk54890617]It is becoming increasingly clear that developed countries are over producing, and poorer people in developing countries are paying the price from the environmental damage it causes leaving them with a lowered standard of living (Behrends,2004).
Tech gadgets use non-renewable sources of the earth’s elements. Environment is polluted when these elements are being mined, and when the product passes it’s use by date it becomes a problem of disposal. Chemicals are released from products polluting the air, soil and water (Staff, 2018). 
Creating a greener sustainable society can only be achieved if the majority of society are educated on the damage which is being caused, and face the realization that continuing without any changes being made will begin to negatively affect their own and their families lives and bring them suffering. Consumers also need to change their views on energy saving goods and come to realise that instead of being a threat they have the potential to enhance their businesses and lives by being more eco-friendly (Taylor, 1992).
People’s attitudes need to change from being in the throwaway mentality to a recycling ethic. Materials which could be used again are being used only once and thrown on to landfills causing pollution (Brown et al,1990).
Energy is used in everyday life for many things such as for warmth, cooking, transportation and much more. The most popular source of energy is fossil fuels, but the demand for energy has been increasing at a rapid pace each year. Using fossil fuels is not sustainable due to depleting supply, and the damage the burning of fossil fuels causes the environment. Natural renewable sources are now being used which is better for environment and is renewable  (Jenkins and Ekanayake, 2017).
In 1992 170 countries united together and agreed to pursue sustainable development to slow down the damage to the environment. Despite setting goals, reviews twenty five years later seemed to suggest that polices designed to reduce behaviours that create destructive climate had failed. Many activities which have high financial rewards are damaging for the environment. Forests can produce more financial capital after it has been cut down. Lack of communication and knowledge leaves a belief that sustainable development result in job losses and loss of financial gain (Howes, 2017).
Sustainable goals have been set to change the attitudes and activities of people to ways which are more sustainable. These goals are seen as a set of aspirations which challenge matters of global governance. For these goals to be reached, co-ordination is required across sectors and within society to take accountability and tackle environmental issues in their own ways. Instead of the goals being a legal requirement and being enforced by the law, it is more about accountability, mobilization of technological capabilities and popular support (Dalby, Horton, Mahon and Thomas, 2019).
Gov uk are aiming towards leaving the world’s atmosphere in a better condition than it is now for future generations. Policies are being put in place to promote a more circular economy.  By 2050 it is hoped that all avoidable waste will be eliminated, and there will be a considerable reduction in non-recycable waste. Resource efficiency is being promoted by trying to ensure the stock of material resources is being preserved and when used is kept in use to maximum benefit (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs single departmental plan, 2019)
Many goals have been set in the future generations act to create a more sustainable Wales. One area which is highlighted, is to be globally responsible and recognise the relationship between actions for their well-being and impact it can have on society and natural environment. Before making any decisions public bodies should consider whether the decision will negatively effect the future generations (Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 – The Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2015). 
The type of energy used has changed over the years and renewable energy such as wind and solar energy are beginning to overtake fossil fuels and are getting cheaper every year. 
Efforts are being made to achieve sustainable energy for all by 2030. It is hoped that there will be access for everybody to get reliable affordable energy and for energy efficiency to be doubled reducing greenhouse gases and help in achieving the goal of poverty by targeting fuel poverty. Steady progress has been made, however reaching this goal is well below target as there are still 2.8 billion people living without access to energy. The use of renewable energy needs to progress at a faster rate to address climate change issues but still supporting economic development (2030 climate & energy framework - Climate Action - European Commission, 2020)
Responsibility lies with everybody to reach the goals that have been set. Business’s are building business strategies that embrace social, economic and environmental growth right through their chains. The government needs to provide conditions that make it possible for businesses to be sustainable. Decent public services, public transport, affordable energy, good education and training in a community are all beneficial for the growth of business. Making all of these things available will help create sustainability in the three main aspects (United Nations Global compact, 2019).
Focus has been put on building communities which are much more sustainable where there is a flourishing economy and job opportunities. Leadership needs to encourage change to minimise the use of resources, create affordable housing and local jobs. One objective which is being explored is making it possible for people to access all of they’re needs within walking distance. Local productivity needs to be encouraged for people to access food and other products without having to commute. Reduction of travelling would benefit the three main values as it would be more economical, carbon footprints would be reduced and it would be better for society and the well-being of people to be able to spend their time and energy more efficiently (Power, nd).

The conclusion that has been met from this assignment is that after decades of prioritising economical growth, people are becoming more aware that the way humans are living on the planet is not sustainable. 
Economical, social and environmental issues are all interlinked, and evidence suggests that poverty and inequality are detrimental for the environment and reducing these issues would help preserve the environment. People who are poor are also subject to inequality of environmental capital leaving them deprived of environmental goods such as clean air and green space (Strange and Bailey, 2008).
Many goals have been set and to achieve these goals and it is essential for communities to take accountability and make changes on a local and global level. Issues need to be addressed at a local level, and local changes and improvements can improve things globally Elliott,2013). 
Technology has given some assistance in giving opportunities to live in a more eco-friendly way. Renewable energy can bring sustainable energy which will benefit economic, environmental and social perspectives (Usher, 2019).
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