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1. How do you earn positive Class Charts points?
2. How do you earn negative Class Charts points?
3. If you have earned positive Class Charts points, how did that make you feel?
4. If you have earned negative Class Charts points, how did that make you feel?
5. Do you want to earn positive Class Charts points? If so, why?
6. If you teacher was using Class Charts, using the ‘Involvement scale’ where would you place yourself?
7. Have you earned any rewards for Class Charts points?
“Yes”
-What was it? 
-How did you earn that reward?
-Does this make you want to continue earning positive Class Charts points?

“No”
-What rewards are there for earning positive Class Charts points?
-Even though you have not earned a reward yet, do you still want to?

8. What is your opinion on Class Charts?












Interview Response
1. How do you earn positive Class Charts points?
A- I just do whatever I normally do. I do it for the sake of helping, not really to get positive points
B- If you are helpful
C- I agree with those two
D- Through good effort, and when you pay attention, have good behaviour and you’re on task.
E- When you bring your homework in and you’re not naughty. Also, when you take responsibility of bringing equipment, do your work and have good effort.
F- When you behave.
2. How do you earn negative Class Charts points?
A- If you haven’t done your homework
B- I’ve never had one
C- If you talk back to the teacher
D- Disrespect and not taking responsibility for your actions.
E- If you’re silly, don’t hand your homework in and have bad behaviour.
F- If you talk over others and you’re disrespectful.
3. If you have earned positive Class Charts points, how did that make you feel?
A- Not bothered but I was intrigued as to how I earned them
B- It made me motivated, I love earning them
C- I don’t notice if I get them
D- Proud.
E- Excited.
F- Happy.
4. If you have earned negative Class Charts points, how did that make you feel?
(None of the participants had earned them)
D- (no answer).
E- I lost one. I felt like my brother because he gets in trouble.
F – I had one because I forgot my drama book. I felt disappointed.
5. Do you want to earn positive Class Charts points? Why?
A- Yeah. If I am not earning them then my Mother asks “Why not?” and she knows when I am earning them again I am back to my normal self. I also want to earn them so I can put them on my college application
B- Yeah so it checks if you have been well behaved. It helps create a good relationship between home and school
C- Yeah, same
D- Yeah because you can get rewards from school and parents.
E- Yeah because I can tell my mam that I have been good.
F- (no answer).
6. If your teacher was using Class Charts, using the involvement scale where would you place yourself?
A- 5
B- 5
C- 4, I don’t usually get them
D- 9.5. I do care and feel proud but some people say that it doesn’t matter. 
E- 10 because I like getting rewards.
F- I’d love to get them but negative points can ruin your day.
7. Have you earned any rewards for Class Charts points?
A- I haven’t as I am always 3rd on the list but I know you can earn a queue jump pass
B- No but they do offer it. I am never anywhere near the top
C- Same as Pupil B
D- I got star student and had sweets for it.
E- Not sure but I did have a queue jump pass for having points. I want to continue getting them.
F- I had a postcard.
8. What is your opinion on Class Charts?
A- It’s good because instead of waiting for your report or Parent’s evening, your Parent’s can check and update it constantly
B- It creates a good relationship with home and school. It’s a good use of advance technology. It’s also good as you can check your homework.
C- Same.





















ARC 
Observation 1

‘How can we improve involvement through the use of positive points on Class Charts in secondary school?’ 

Feelings:
The participants showed a mixed reaction to Class Charts points. Although all three were involved with the written task, they had different responses when they had to share their answers with the class.

Remembering:
It was disappointing to see that all the participants were not as involved with each task when reading aloud. Especially after the mention of earning positive points.

Analysing:
The mention of Class Charts points may not have been obvious to all participants and therefore this may have impacted on their involvement. The next steps for our other observation would be to have more focus on the earning of Class Charts points and make it a more positive learning experience. Although you can earn negative points on Class Charts too, I think it would be interesting to see the difference in the involvement of pupils if they can visually see their positive points being added. 

















ARC 
Observation 2

‘How can we improve involvement through the use of positive points on Class Charts in secondary school?’ 

Feelings:
The participants showed a more positive reaction to the Class Charts points displayed on the board. Participants D and E were eager to give answers. All three participants were involved with the Think, Pair, Share task and had answers ready. 


Analysing:
I definitely feel that by having the Class Charts displayed on the board made the pupils want to become more involved with the lesson. There was a sense of competition in the classroom and the participants were keen to earn positive points. I feel it was important to only have a focus of Class Charts throughout the starter otherwise it may have been a distraction for the whole lesson. A negative of using Class Charts immediately is that there are so many types of positive points with different amounts given. It can be hard to allow the lesson to flow as well as give out points and remember what they are for. 





















				Pupil A
Level of Involvement Scale
1 – Extremely Low
The child hardly shows any activity:
· No concentration: staring, daydreaming;
· An absent, passive attitude;
· No goal-oriented activity, aimless actions, not producing anything;
· No signs of exploration and interest;
· Not taking anything in, no mental activity.
2 – Low
The child shows some degree of activity but which is often interrupted:
· Limited concentration: looks away during the activity, fiddles, dreams;
· Is easily distracted;
· Action only leads to limited results.
3 – Moderate
The child is busy the whole time, but without real concentration: 
· Routine actions, attention is superficial;
· Is not absorbed in the activity, activities are short lived;
· Limited motivation, no real dedication, does not feel challenged;
· The child does not gain deep-level experiences;
· Does not use his/her capabilities to full extent;
· The activity does not address the child’s imagination.
4 – High
There are clear signs of involvement, but these are not always present to their full extent:
· The child is engaged in the activity without interruption;
· Most of the time there is real concentration, but during some brief moments the attention is more superficial;
· The child feels challenged, there is a certain degree of motivation;
· The child’s capabilities and its imagination to a certain extent are addressed in their activity.
5 – Extremely High
During the episode of observation the child is continuously engaged in the activity and completely absorbed in it:
· The child is absolutely focused, concentrated without interruption;
· The child is highly motivated, feels strongly appealed by the activity, perseveres;
· Even strong stimuli cannot distract him/her;
· The child is alert, has attention for details, shows precision;
· The child’s mental activity and experience are intense;
· The child constantly addresses all of their capabilities: imagination and mental capacity are in top gear;
· Obviously enjoys being engrossed in the activity.

Reactions to receiving Class Charts points:







Concentration: 1

5
4
3
2


Lack of focus, easily distracted, talking off topic to their friends.

Focused on task, talking on topic, engaged.





Energy: 1

5
4
3
2

Lack of effort, minimal or no participation, lack of enthusiasm, physically and mentally.

High level of participation, physically and mentally enthusiastic, high level of effort.






Satisfaction: 1

5
4
3
2

Lack of concern to positive and negative Class Charts points.






















CONSENT FORM 
PROJECT TITLE: How can we improve involvement through the use of positive points on Class Charts in secondary school?

Name of Researcher:	Miss J Cascarina 


									         	
Please initial box

1.I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet dated for the above study.
 
2.	I understand that my child’s participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw my child from the study at any time, without giving any reason.

3. I understand that my child can choose to withdraw at any time, without giving a reason.

4.  I understand that the information given by my child will be used in a university assignment.

5.  I understand that my child’s name will not appear at any time.

6.	I agree for my child to take part in the above study.



_____________________        _____________________________       __________
 Child’s name                             Parent signature                             Date


…………………………             …………………………….	……./……/……



When completed, please return to Miss Cascarina in the Drama Department by Friday 31st January 2020


Thank you.


 

INFORMATION SHEET
PROJECT TITLE: How can we improve involvement through the use of positive points on Class Charts in secondary school?



Dear Parent / Guardian,

Our names are Miss Cascarina and Miss X and we are studying for a PGCE qualification at Yr Athrofa, University of Wales Trinity Saint David.  We are currently student teachers within Treorchy Comprehensive School and we are teaching in your child’s class. 

We would like to invite your child to participate in our research project. The title of the project is “How can we improve involvement through the use of positive points on Class Charts in Secondary School?” and we aim to see how a rewards system, such as Class Charts, will influence involvement in the classroom.  Through your child’s participation, I hope to ascertain how reward systems can motivate pupils.

The participants will attend their regular class and selected pupils will take part in a group interview which will last approximately twenty minutes. During this time there will be no voice or video recording and your child’s identity will remain anonymous throughout the entire research project.

All names will be kept strictly confidential and will only be known by myself and my research partner. Your child’s participation in this study is completely voluntary so you or your child can withdraw from the study at any stage.  Your child will also be asked to give their assent before the beginning of the study.

After careful and precise analysis of the data obtained from the lesson observation and group interview, I would be happy to provide you with a copy of the findings at your request. The results of the research will be discussed in a university assignment that will contribute to my PGCE course.  The results of this study will be stored on a password protected computer and all raw data will be destroyed once the assessment has been marked. 

I thank you in advance for your time. If any questions do arise, feel free to contact me at your convenience. 

Yours sincerely,

Miss J Cascarina and Miss X

