School Background 
[bookmark: _Hlk529639128]Primary School X is located in a small town in the South of Wales. There are currently 225 pupils on roll aged 4 to 11, including 30 children who attend nursery class on a part-time or full-time basis. There are eight single-year classes including the nursery class. Around 30% of students are eligible for free school meals. This is above the average for Wales of 19%. The school has identified about 26% of pupils as having additional learning needs. Very few pupils have a statement of special educational needs. The school has a small number of pupils from both Irish and Gypsy Roma Traveller backgrounds. The school partners with the Traveller Education Service located in the county in order to establish close links with the Irish and Gypsy Roma Traveller families in the area. The school also has connections with Pavee Point, a support services set up in Ireland for Travellers in order to provide support and information for the Travellers from Ireland. Very few pupils speak Welsh at home. 















An Explanation of the Intervention
It has been highlighted by the Welsh Government that the Gypsy, Roma and Traveller (GRT) children continue to stand out as having the lowest levels of educational attainment of any learner group (Welsh Government, 2014). With this knowledge, I recalled my own experience of attending school along with pupils from the Irish Traveller background. I witnessed discrimination against these pupils and acknowledged the lack of understanding and empathy displayed by their teachers.  
The Traveller pupils generally had a poor attitude towards school and I believe that if teachers showed more interest in the children’s background and culture that this would help them understand the children’s needs and therefore improve the children’s levels of educational attainment. Ethnic minority groups often experience indirect discrimination when schools fail to take any account of their culture and lifestyle (Lynch, 1999). The pupils have the right to see their culture, history and language reflected in their school experience (DCELLS, 2008). Donaldson has highlighted that it is essential that the curriculum must be designed in a way that will engage the interest of all learners. A curriculum that promotes high expectations for all learners will help schools to avoid the issues that condemn so many to educational underachievement (Donaldson, 2015). As I prepare to become a primary school teacher I am keen to ensure that all pupils from different ethnic backgrounds are given equal opportunities to succeed in their learning and reach their potential. 
I chose to focus on improving parental engagement as my main intervention in the school because I believe that when parents are involved in their children’s learning the best educational outcomes are achieved. Parents have a big influence on their children and if the parents harbour a negative attitude towards school then this will impact on how their children will view school. Many parents did not have a good experience while attending school and are worried that their children would be subject to bullying and racism. More parents are beginning to realise the importance of achieving qualifications in these times of social and economic change (Fensham-Smith, 2014). This will encourage more parents to enrol their children in schools. I want the parents to feel welcome and wanted in schools and to trust that the school cares about the children and are willing to adapt their strategies and policies to meet the needs of the Gypsy Traveller pupils. 


An Evaluation of the Activity/Module
This module and assignment has given me the opportunity to learn about different interventions that can be put in place in order to support children’s progression and transitions in schools. The intervention I chose to focus on allowed me to research an area that I had an interest in but limited knowledge on. In order to prepare the intervention I read many Welsh Government and Estyn reports published on the progress of the Gypsy Traveller pupils in schools. I also read case studies published by schools who developed different strategies and resources in order to support these learners. I am satisfied with the level of research I undertook. I decided to focus on parental engagement because of the evidence which proves that when parents are involved in their children’s learning the children will make better progress. I would have liked to have included more information on improving the transition between primary school and secondary school for Gypsy Traveller pupils. I think I have developed two effective resources that would be successful in supporting parents with their children’s learning.  I am satisfied my presentation of the intervention and I think that I have spoken clearly while explaining my ideas. 
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