Athens and Rome – Workshop – Lysias 1

Lysias, the son of a Syracusan metic residing in Athens, was born around the mid-fifth century (ancient biographical tradition places his birth at 459/8 BC, though many modern scholars believe it was later). During the period of the 30 tyrants 404/3 BC Lysias’ brother Polemarchos was killed, while Lysias helped the exiled democratic factions with money, payments for mercenaries and arms. This temporarily won him citizenship status in the restored democracy as a result of the decree of Thrasyboulos, though this decree was later quashed and Lysias return to the status of a metic. After the restoration Lysias prosecuted Eratosthenes (almost certainly not the Eratosthenes of Lysias 1), one of the 30 tyrants, for the murder of his brother, and subsequently gained a career as a speech writer. His skill was such that later Alexandrian tradition would place him among the “Ten Attic Orators”. In this speech, Lysias 1 On the Murder of Eratosthenes, the defendant Euphiletos must prove that he did not premeditate the murder of Eratosthenes, but lawfully killed him as a response to his being caught in the act of adultery with Euphiletos’ wife. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]For this workshop you should read the text of Lysias 1 (link to translation given below) and consider the questions below. There are also some articles of modern scholarship (links also given below), which can be considered optional reading. 

Questions

1) How does this speech reflect on the nature of relationship between a husband and wife in Classical Athens, master and slave, and also about social circles?
2) What do we know of the accusations made by those brining the case against Euphiletos?
3) What is the distinct made between rape and adultery?
4) How does Euphiletos use the law?
5) Are you convinced by the speech, do you believe Euphiletos to be innocent or not?

Lysias 1 translation:
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0154%3Aspeech%3D1

Modern Scholarship
Wolpert, Andrew. 2001. "Lysias 1 and the Politics of the Oikos". The Classical Journal. 96 (4): 415-424. 
