The National Primary Curriculum was originally introduced by the Thatcher Government after the Education Reform Act 1998. It was introduced to embed students with essential knowledge in order for them to become educated citizens of society. All schools in England are required to follow the National Primary Curriculum. The National Primary Curriculum ‘sets out in programmes of study, on the basis of key stages, subject content for those subjects that should be taught to all pupils. All schools must publish their school curriculum by subject and academic year online.’ (Department for Education., 2013, pg. 5) The National Primary Curriculum provides guidelines to support educational programmes in each key stage and it determines what subjects will be taught to pupils in each key stage. 
There are four main purposes of the National Curriculum. These are as follows; to establish an entitlement, which focuses on equal opportunity for all pupils, no matter what race, ethnicity or background they come from, or even if they have a disability or learning difficulty. The National Primary Curriculum covers all basis and meets the needs of each individual child. Another purpose of the National Curriculum is to establish standards, this focuses on the aims, standards, targets expectations towards to pupils, parents and carers, teachers, governors, employers and the community. These standards are then used to measure progress and set appropriate and reliable targets for any improvements or change. The third aim of the National Curriculum is to promote continuity and coherence. This focuses on the continuity and transition between key stages and schools and a curriculum that provides a foundation for lifelong learning. The final and fourth purpose of The National Curriculum, is to promote public understanding. This purpose focuses on the public awareness and understanding of the curriculum and learning of schools, this purpose also focuses on the educational issues which arise amongst discussions and may affect different stake holders such as parents, teachers, pupils, governors and the community. (Department for Education and Employment.,1999, pg.13/14).
 The national curriculum applies to all pupils within the compulsory school age in all types of schools, whether it be community foundation schools, private and public schools. All school follow a similar national curriculum, and this applies to all key stages.  
The Nation Primary Curriculum covers the core subjects, which are English, Mathematics and Science. English in the National Primary Curriculum was about to go through drastic changes. According to Ward et al., 1990, pg. 23 ‘There were many outside teaching who cared passionately about the English Language and felt that it was no longer being taught properly.’  Educational professionals felt that change was need in the way English was taught at schools. Furthermore, after changes of the National Curriculum ‘The five attainment targets were retained, relating to speaking and listening, reading, writing, spelling and handwriting.’  (Ward et al., 1990, pg. 47) much more emphasis was put on aspects of speaking and listening, reading, writing, spelling and handwriting within the key stage 1 stage.
[bookmark: _Hlk499901366]The National Curriculum in England framework stated, ‘Fluency in the English language is an essential foundation for success in all subjects.’ (Department for Education., 2012, pg. 10) educational professionals believe that English should be the basis of all subjects. All pupils within primary school should be able to speak fluent, standard English. In regard to reading and writing, pupils should be able to read fiction and non-fiction books and be encouraged to read regularly. Pupils should also be encouraged to write creatively and expand their vocabulary and use grammar appropriately. This is to sufficiently prepare pupils for the rest of their academic and work life. ‘The programmes of study for English are set out year-by-year for key stage 1 and two yearly for key stage 2.’ (Department for Education., 2012, pg. 16) This gives the schools and teachers to introduce and teach content earlier and within due time. 
Maths in the National Primary Curriculum was introduced to enable pupils to develop numeracy and arithmetic skills. ‘They should be taught to apply their mathematics to both routine and non-routine problems, including breaking down more complex problems into a series of simpler steps.’ (Department for Education., 2012, pg. 9) Problem solving skills should be taught and maths skills should be taught to the appropriate age group, in order to prepare pupils for more mathematics skills in the future. 
Science in the National Primary Curriculum was introduced to enable students to develop an understanding of the world around them, all pupils in all key stages should be taught the content of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
An example of the statutory requirements of the primary science curriculum is as follows; ‘Pupils should be taught to: identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores Science Statutory requirements: describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, including pets), identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body is associated with each sense.’ (Department for Education., 2012, pg. 148/ 149)
 These statutory requirements should be meet every child in each key stage.  The National curriculum also caters for other requirements such as Religious education and sex education. According to Department for Education and Employment (1999, pg.20) ‘Under the Education Act 1996 schools must provide religious education for all registered pupils, although parents can choose to withdraw their children.’ This means it is the schools duty to provide religious education as a subject, however parents can decide whether they wish their child to study this subject. Religious education must integrate the main religious tradition, which is Christianity and another religion which must be agreed with the local syllabus. Sex education is also implemented in the National Curriculum, according to Department for Education and Employment (1999, pg.20) ‘Primary schools must provide and keep up to date a written statement of their policy on sex education and make it available to parents and pupils.’ Once again, parents can wish to withdraw their child from the sex education subject if they do not wish their child to participate in the subject. This can raise key issues within the education system and the curriculum, as there may not be consistent flow in what all pupils are learning, as some children may be withdrawn from studying that subject, which may result to them in missing out on key information being taught. 
Moreover, the National Primary Curriculum holds great emphasis on six key skills throughout all key stages. These include communication skills, which include speaking, listening, reading and writing. Another key skill which is implemented in the National Curriculum is the application of number, this skill includes mathematical language, calculation skills and the use of numbers in real life situations. To help prepare pupils for the working world ahead. The next skill which is implemented in the National Curriculum is the skill of Information Technology also known as IT.  ‘The ability to use a range of information sources and ICT tools to find, analyse, interpret, evaluate and present information for a range of purposes.’ (Department for Education and Employment., 1999, pg.22) IT skills are vital for pupils to learn in every key stage, as the world is now moving into a very technological era, all pupils should be prepared and sufficiently equipped with IT skills in order to meet the requirements of future employers and become more employable.
 Working with others is another key skill which the National Curriculum continually emphasize, this skill focuses on collaboratively working with groups and individuals and reflecting on each other progresses. This skill is extremely important for the transition between the key stages and even when a pupil moves from primary school to secondary school and their upcoming future. The final key skill which is implemented in the National Curriculum is the skill of problem solving. This skill focuses on allowing pupils to creatively come up with solutions to problems that they may face. All subjects within the National Curriculum allow pupils to adapt the problem making skills, as they are bound to encounter problems with whatever they are doing which they will need to come up with reliable and sensible solutions to.  
There have been many challenges and criticisms of Implementing the New Primary National Curriculum. First and foremost, teachers have said they feel like they have not been sufficiently trained or prepared for the new primary curriculum, especially within the mathematics curriculum.    According Hanson (2013, pg.9) to ‘This curriculum has not been trialled or developed by people involved in mathematics education there are no mathematics specialists available who know it.’ Therefore, it has been extremely difficult to implement into the primary curriculum and teachers needs to be sufficiently trained in order to deliver the maths curriculum to their pupils, to the best of their ability. Another limitation of the National Primary Curriculum is that it does not give teachers the freedom and creativity to teach at their own pace as they must meet the strict guidelines of the curriculum and teach whatever that needs to be taught within a tight time frame. Also, students are constantly being measured and required to sit exams. According to Swift (2009) ‘Schools must measure progress internally, we test nationally at various points, and there are formal qualifications to pass. Part of this is government pressure to make schools accountable and publish their results in "league tables."’ Stating that the National Curriculum holds far too much emphasis on results and league tables and pupil’s needs tend to get overlooked. Also, according to Wyse (2009) ‘The statutory national testing system became intensified in England following the election of the ‘New Labour’ government in 1997.’ This meant it was a requirement for all schools to test their pupils in each key stage in order to monitor their progress. 
Moreover, students with disabilities and learning difficulties have found it difficult accessing the curriculum, as some aspects of the National Primary Curriculum do not meet the needs of pupils who have disabilities or leaning difficulties and it is then up to the class teacher to make necessary amendments and changes to the curriculum and subjects to meet the needs of their pupils. On the other hand, the National Primary Curriculum does not always cater for high achieving pupils, as the National Curriculum is universal and there is not a separate specification for pupils who are achieving above the National targets. 
Furthermore, it is a requirement within the National Curriculum that only pupils within key stage 2 will study at least one language. Schools can either for their pupils to learn a single language or take route which is a two-language model which can be undertaken in year 7. There is a vast amount of languages which schools are able to choose from and they are allowed to choose what language their pupils are taught. Languages include French, Spanish, German, Urdu, Bengali and many other languages depending on what languages schools choose.
The National Primary Curriculum promotes inclusivity to its stakeholders, in particularly pupils in many ways. Essentially, teachers should set suitable challenges to every pupil in each key stage.  Teachers should set reliable targets to each pupil and take into special consideration pupil’s who achieving above their target level. Teachers should also take consideration for pupils who come from disadvantage backgrounds and plan lessons appropriately to meet the needs of those individuals.
Another approach in which the National Curriculum promotes inclusivity is minimising potential barriers which affect different groups of pupils and individuals. Teachers need to consider pupils with disabilities and learning difficulties, also pupils whose first language is not English and what country they have come from, also how long they have been in the UK and set reliable targets for them. Teachers should promote opportunities to help pupils to develop and expand their English language development. 
[bookmark: _Hlk500154304]Attainment targets are also set for each individual subject and all pupils within each key stage are expected to reach these targets. According to Ashcroft et al (1997, pg.15) ‘The crowded curriculum was overlaid with additional material in the form of cross curriculum themes and dimensions that dealt with ‘content’ that could not be achieved through a study of individual subjects.’ Teachers thought that the National Curriculum was overloaded with subjects, and this needed to be changed in order to teach students core subjects in more detail, in order to meet national standards.  
Furthermore, ‘at key stage 1, when much of the work is oral and the children are unable to keep their own written records, teacher records may be kept of a child’s progress based on the things they say and make.’ (Ashcroft et al., 1997) This can be both an advantage and a disadvantage to assessing the child and monitoring their progress and they are not fully aware or able to voice their opinion confidently. However, the National Curriculum allows flexibility and gives guidance to teachers whilst assessing the child. According to Ashcroft et al (1997, pg.152) ‘Assessment must be at the heart of the process of children’s learning.’ The National curriculum hold great emphasis on assessment and measuring a child’s progress in each key stage.
[bookmark: _GoBack]From the above discussion on the National Primary Curriculum, it is clear to say that the curriculum is very holistic and broad, which meets the needs of every child in every key stage. Furthermore, the National Primary Curriculum has very clear guidelines and aims of what is expected of each pupil in each key stage. Each key stage group has set national targets for all subjects which show what all children are expected to achieve by the end of each key stage. The overall aim of the National Curriculum and it’s according to the Department for Education and Employment (1999, pg.20) ‘All National Curriculum subjects provide opportunities to promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.’ The National Primary curriculum should provide pupils with opportunities in order to succeed throughout their school life and in the future. No child should be excluded, no matter if they have a disability, learning difficult or any other barriers that they may face whilst gaining access to an education. The National curriculum should eradicate any barriers that pupils may potentially face, and relevant strategies should be put in place to support students with their learning.
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