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Storytelling within early years settings is significantly important and there are abundant benefits to children, particularly on those within the age range of pre-birth to 7 years. It enhances a child’s life as it promotes and supports their holistic development. Cremin, et al. (2016) reveals how reading and storytelling enables a child to develop their language and literacy in a pleasant, playful way, which will consequently aid them throughout their educational journey. Howard and McInnes (2012) state that children learn and develop their skills to the highest standard when they feel as though they are at play. This illustrates the importance of storytelling within the early years as it shows children learn best through a playful environment or situation, which is the essence of storytelling. Bruce, McNair and Whinnett (2020) agree with the idea that storytelling supports a child’s language and literacy. Stating that all early years’ environments and classrooms should offer rich reading opportunities due to the valuable benefits. Donaldson (2015) discusses the importance of digital literacy within his report, arguing that it is fundamental and holds the same importance as other components within the curriculum. In current society, technology is developing at a rapid speed and digital literacy is therefore a large component of the educational system, as well as within early years setting. National Literacy Trust (2017) recognise the importance of ever-changing technology and agree that digital devices can have a positive impact in supporting language and literacy within childhood. 
According to Neaum (2012), reading books to babies offers a substantial importance through language rich experience, which are necessary for language acquisition and development. This highlights the importance of introducing children to stories and reading to them at a young age. Supporting this viewpoint, Speaker, Taylor, and Kamen (2004) places emphasis on the importance of storytelling. Suggesting that young children are born with a natural curiosity and they are able to explore this through stories and being read to, whether this be traditionally or digitally. Therefore, this conveys that storytelling enables children to develop their language and literacy skills, alongside promoting their creativity and imagination. Furthermore, this highlights the importance of a language enriched environment. Moreover, Marjanovič, Fekonja and Podlesek (2012) study revealed that specifically between the ages of three and six there is a significant importance surrounding the development of children’s storytelling. This emphasises the importance of storytelling, alongside the role of parents and practitioners in introducing storytelling to children from a young age. It allows them to develop their language skills and also expand their vocabulary. Read (2021) states that through storytelling a child is able to enhance their language skills, as it allows them to recognise different words and phrases through repetition for example. Storytelling can be expressed in numerous different ways, including traditionally and also digitally through the use of an electronic device. However, the different approaches of storytelling require strong communication skills, both verbal and non-verbal as Welsh Government (2018) agree. They discuss how research shows that children who are exposed to a language enriched environment consequently have a greater knowledge for language and literacy throughout their later life. Lodge (2020) strengthens this viewpoint, stating that communication is a key life skill which therefore emphasises the importance of providing children with the opportunity to partake in a storytelling session, both traditionally and digitally. She also supports the practice of storytelling agreeing that being read too can help improve children’s language and literacy skills. This consequently exemplifies the importance of prioritising the teaching and learning of language and oracy within early years settings.
O’Byrne, et al. (2018) refers to the different forms of storytelling, discussing digital storytelling and how this may have evolved from traditional practice. A positive of traditional storytelling is that it enables babies to improve upon skills such as their fine motor skills, for example by turning the pages using their fingers. Greutman (2017) strengthens this perspective, stating that storytelling gives children the opportunity to develop their fine motor skills, through turning the pages of the book which will consequently aid them throughout their educational journey. In contrast to this, when using a digital approach within storytelling it is argued that there are not as many opportunities to develop upon these skills. However, Choo, Abdullah and Nawi (2020), acknowledge that digital storytelling is beneficial in enhancing children’s skills and learning within the classroom. Digital storytelling can incorporate factors such as, audio, graphics, and videos. All of which will enhance the storytelling experience for the children.  Similarly in traditional storytelling the use of props can be used to enhance the experience. Brun (2019) discusses this viewpoint agreeing that the use of props, such as puppets for example, can help enrich the experience. As a result of this, the children may be more interested in the storytelling process and it will therefore enable them to improve upon their skills. Supporting the suggestion that the use of props during traditional storytelling enhances the experience, Huff (2000) considers the benefits of the use of props. She states that they can stimulate the children’s imaginations which focuses on encouraging creativity and they also make the experiences pleasurable for the children. As a result, this supports the engagement and enjoyment of reading and develops their literacy skills. Consequently, this imposes the question if traditional storytelling is more beneficial in terms of presenting children with new opportunities due to the use of props, whereas it may be more challenging to use props when telling a story digitally as it is less interactive. In contrast to this, Rahiem (2021) disagrees offering a different perspective, stating that telling a story digitally is simply more entertaining for children alone and therefore props are not necessary. This indicates that, although research shows within traditional storytelling props help enrich the language development of a child, digital storytelling is initially more pleasurable and entertaining for those involved and therefore gives them numerous opportunities to develop their literacy and oracy skills. 
In relation to digital storytelling, Nair and Yunus (2021), acknowledge that technology is an ever-growing concept within today’s society, and it is therefore useful to incorporate in within settings and the education system since children are able to engage with it effectively. They state that digital storytelling can enhance speech and language skills, as it presents children with the opportunity to capitalise their creativity. Moreover, supports with facilitating them in speaking independently. However, in contrast to this view, research has shown that screen time and the use of digital technology has a negative impact on children’s speech and language development. Supporting this Silva (2016) discuss the study of how toddlers who were exposed to extra screentime and digital technology were more likely to have delayed expressive language skills. Therefore, indicating that a traditional storytelling approach may be more beneficial, as it has a positive influence on the language and speech development of children. Isbell, et al. (2004) agree with this, as they found that through storytelling children develop their language, which as a result will have an impact on their speech and vocabulary. Moreover, this suggests that a traditional storytelling approach may be more beneficial on a child’s speech and language, opposed to a digital one which may encourage additional unnecessary screentime.
Furthermore, Satriani (2019) considers how a traditional storytelling approach has a significant impact on improving not only a child’s literacy skills, but also their listening and writing skills. Also discussing how a story will allow the children to become more familiar with different vocabulary and sentence patterns. Additionally, the teacher or practitioner involved having adequate opportunities to incorporate writing into a story time session, both of which will consequently aid their writing development.  FamilyConnect (2021) support this viewpoint, agreeing that reading to a child can improve their writing skills, alongside stating that it will also help build upon their listening skills. They develop this point, stating that through stories children will be able to develop their listening comprehension as if they are engaged in the process they will be developing and improving their listening skills. This is significant as good listening skills alongside other skills aid the development of social, learning and literacy skills, placing emphasise on the substantial benefits of storytelling. Stoyle (2021) strengthen these concepts, agreeing that children have an instinctive love for stories and there are numerous opportunities and skills which they can learn from storytelling. For example, imagination, cooperation and also enhancing listening skills. Tabieh, et al. (2021) investigate the effect digital storytelling has on a child’s listening skills and also creativity. Research has discovered that digital storytelling effectively gets children’s attention, which therefore increases their concentration and engagement. As a result, the children would be given the opportunity to develop their listening skills from this activity. Strengthening this viewpoint, Loniza, Saad and Che Mustafa (2018), agree that storytelling through a digital approach can help children develop their listening skills as it enables children to work with different skills in a combined, playful way. As a result, gives them an opportunity to develop their listening skills alongside their literacy.
Moreover, another skill of which can be promoted through storytelling is digital literacy. Digital storytelling presents children with the opportunity to promote and facilitate their digital literacy skills. Loewus (2016), states that digital literacy is the ability to use information to find, evaluate, create, and communicate information, which is a significantly important skill. Ohler (2013) emphasises the significance of storytelling within the early years and also in the classroom, discussing how digital storytelling can enable children to develop their digital literacy skills. He acknowledges that digital stories can be a valuable learning tool since they are able to promote the development of the growing digital literary, alongside the traditional literacies such as reading and writing. Churchill (2016) agrees that through digital storytelling aspects of digital literacy were developed. Therefore, concluded that it should be a mandatory curricular in all classrooms and settings due to the benefits. However, although a large proportion of children are confident with technology, some children experience material deprivation, which is where resources are not provided within the home setting due to a lack of funding. As a result of this, these specific children may not be able to carry these skills and become involved in storytelling digitally when at home, including when doing home learning. Illustrating this as an issue, Department for Children, Schools and Families (2009) found that at age three, children from these lower income households have a lower vocabulary score than those within the ‘average’ income. This suggests that it may be more accessible to use a traditional storytelling approach, as this can then be used within the home. Keeping the young children familiar with the practise, although research and evidence has shown that digital storytelling is extremely valuable for facilitating children in developing their literacy skills. 
Miller and Pennycuff (2008) consider how storytelling is able to improve and develop children’s writing skills. They state that storytelling is able to promote writing skills as it enables the children to develop their language and vocabulary, which will consequently improve their use of language and their writing skills. Yamac and Ulusoy (2016) support this view, as they state that digital storytelling presents children with new opportunities, including their writing skills. They suggest that it enables the children to gain an understanding on different writing strategies, which they will then be able to put into practice throughout their educational journey. However, Alkaaf and Al-Bulushi (2017), highlight how a traditional storytelling practice helps promote writing skills, as by reading a hardcopy of a book there are more opportunities to develop these skills. For example, a practitioner could use the finger to point and follow the words when reading, this will facilitate children to familiarise themselves with different vocabulary and sentence structures, which will therefore empower them within their writing journey throughout life. This research highlights how both forms of storytelling, digital and traditional, provides children with the opportunity to develop and improve upon their writing skills. 
To conclude, storytelling is an extremely valuable experience and evidence demonstrates that it should be introduced to children pre-birth due to the wide range of benefits, as well as having a language rich environment which is necessary for literacy development. Furthermore, it is clear that there are significant opportunities both traditional and digital storytelling present children with to develop their literacy skills. However, challenges have been identified surrounding these practices which could potentially impede on a child’s development. Highlighting the importance of professional, educated practitioners to ensure they are able to provide each individual with the opportunities which can be offered through storytelling. Since society is ever changing in terms of technology, it is suggested that digital storytelling should become more familiar within settings and the classrooms to keep up to date with society, which will consequently assist the children throughout their life.
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