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WEEK 3 HOMEWORK: MONASTIC WALES

Site: Beddgelert Priory
Order: Augustinian Canons.  As I understand it, a religious order is a group of people who live by certain rules, such as not owning anything individually and praying at certain times of the day, often living together in monasteries, abbeys, priory, etc., and who are subject to the supervision of the religious houses that founded them or those above the entire order.
Who founded it: The website says that the princes of Gwynedd either founded the priory or helped its founding.  If it was founded by a prince of Gwynedd, it would most likely have been Llywelyn ap Iorwerth who did so since the priory was founded c. 1200, and he became prince c. 1193.
Why was it founded: The website does not say why the priory was founded, but this is hardly surprising since it is not certain who founded it.  In contrast, there is clear information about who founded Cymer Abbey and why.  The website says that a fire destroyed early documents, and that probably explains the lack of information.  Unless a chronicler thought that the founding of the monastery was important enough to include, or some other record was made within the Augustinian order about the founding of another priory, then there would be no information left.
Significance of Location: The website says that the location had already served as a religious site.  Could the land still be owned by the church so that the princes could not give the land to one of their followers?  It seems interesting that the priory is situated in the heart of Gwynedd while all the others in Gwynedd except Cymer are located on the coast or on islands just off the coast of Gwynedd.
Recorded events in its history and their significance: 
The events can be divided into those that occurred before 1282 and those that occurred after.  Before 1282, the priory seems to have held an important position.  It was given patronage by multiple individuals, and the prior was called upon to act as a witness for the prince of Wales.  In 1283 it records that there was a fire.  This appears to have been a result of the war because only the next year the priory received funds from Edward I for repairs for what had been damaged during the war.  Very soon after the priory was given a different name.  Perhaps this could have happened even if Llywelyn ap Gruffydd had remained alive and in power, but it seems to be tied to new English control of Welsh land.  It seems that after this the priory did not do well because there are repeated instances of financial issues including one time that the priory was caught using forged documents claiming exemption, and in 1500 it was claimed that there were no canons there at all.  Perhaps with the princes gone, no one, such as the Welsh nobles or English kings, funded the priory as it had been funded before 1282.  Then the prior supported Owain Glyndŵr’s revolt.  Most likely, then, the prior was Welsh (the site seems to indicate that he could have been Matthew), and considering how the priory is located deep within Gwynedd, it was probably a very Welsh institution, and this might explain why possibly the English kings did not fund it.  Such an event as the prior supporting Owain Glyndŵr would hurt the priory even further.  Finally, the priory was dissolved in 1536.  I cannot tell whether the priory was doing better financially at the end because I do not know how much £70, which the priory was assessed at, would have been, and it seems that either the claim that there were no canons is false or that the priory acquired some since there were several at the dissolution of the priory.
