[bookmark: _GoBack]Within the school’s welsh language committee, as part of their Criw Cymraeg, they have different phrases and sentences that they must focus on each week in order to develop their welsh language skills. After having a planning meeting, I got told I needed to focus on opinions in welsh for example I like/I don’t like. I then discussed with my teacher and decided that Tedi Twt yn y Siop would be perfect as they could recap the different foods they have learnt recently, as well as expressing their opinions and being able to adapt it to suit their welsh language abilities. My proposed audience for this task will be the children within my reception class who are 4 and 5 years of age. This then made me realise that the story would need to be simple and easy to follow, due to their age and capabilities. I am planning on having a small group of children to read my story to as this will allow me to connect with them on a personal level. It also allows them to have less distractions so they can work and listen to their full potential. Overall, I thought a Tedi Twt story would be perfect.  Aswell as my story, I am also going to plan activities which can help the children demonstrate their knowledge, but which also allows me to test their understanding.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Dtcmkxnikc&feature=youtu.be

YouTube Video Link: 

My initial feelings of reading a welsh story to my reception class was slightly nervous as I knew that some of the children were not confident with their welsh language and therefore, I didn’t know how they would react. Within my group, there were also some challenging members and I didn’t know how they would behave which made me realise that my behaviour management strategies would need to be good. When looking for my perfect book, I was also worried as I wanted something that the children would find enjoyable and stimulating. I knew the children were familiar with ‘Tedi Twt’ and this then provided a positive effect as it was something that they enjoyed.  
I was very pleased with the children’s engagement in both the story and activities as some members of the group find it difficult just to sit still for even a short period of time. Some disappointing aspects of the lesson was that some children were not confident with their welsh language. However, Estyn found that in most of the English-medium schools, most children are making good progress in speaking and listening in the Foundation Phase and that ‘children have a positive attitude towards learning Welsh.’ (Donaldson, 2015, p.59). I differentiated within the lesson as some children needed to have more support to be able to join in confidently. By varying my questions, it allowed me to challenge the children but also test them according to their abilities. The Qualified Teacher Status standard S3.3.4 states that ‘They differentiate their teaching to meet the needs of learners.’ (Education Wales, 2009). I had previously practiced the story beforehand with another group of children as the story and activity was part of their ‘Let’s get busy’ day so I could change aspects of the lesson that didn’t quite go to plan. For example, I added in another activity of the children drawing Tedi Twt’s picnic basket, so they were then able to discuss in partners, the foods in welsh.  I provided the children with help by using thumbs up/thumbs down etc for them to be able to understand what I was saying, which helped avoid confusion. The main areas for development within my lesson was that some children were not confident enough to express their opinion. Some members of the group were quite shy and didn’t like talking in front of others. This then caused a barrier that needed to be addressed. I helped the children by providing them with support which then gave them the confidence they needed. I also made sure that every member within the group had an opportunity to speak as those who were less confident, wouldn’t have the courage to speak up otherwise. Another factor which was disruptive during my story was the fact that we were in an open plan classroom and therefore we could hear the children talking next door. This was distracting for both me and the children as it wasn’t a quiet learning environment and therefore some children started to lose concentration. I think some aspects of the children’s learning could have been more effective. For example, I could have allowed opportunities for writing. This would have provided the children to see the sentence structures we were using and could have scaffolded them with extra support. By reading the story to the children, it helped them to understand the correct pronunciation of certain words and showed them how to use appropriate intonation. I am however very pleased that a chose to use the interactive whiteboard to read my story off as I don’t think a story book would have been gripping enough for the children. The interactive board allowed all the children to see the story clearly and they could then point out different aspects of the story that they wanted to express their opinions on. Throughout the story, I constantly used questioning and repetition to make sure the children were grasping the welsh language. At the end, I went back through the foods to test their knowledge. One feature that I didn’t include alongside my story was a song or hand actions. I thought this would be too much for the children to take in, along with activities. Although, it could have been very beneficial for the children as it provides engagement and helps them to learn through play. Learning through play can help teach a child about how to communicate, which therefore improves their language. 
When reflecting on my story I can see that by putting the children in a mixed ability grouping, it made it harder since that each child had different needs. Some children were more able than others and therefore they needed different levels of support. However, by putting children into mixed ability groups, it allows them to scaffold each other’s learning and provide some children with a more knowledgeable other. Vygotsky believed that children’s interactions are important. He states that both the less able and the more knowledgeable other benefit from each other as they can discuss their ideas and grasp what they already know, which becomes clearer. (Pound.L,2014).  To ensure effective teaching in the future, I would keep my strong use of motivation and praise the same. I provided the children with positive feedback to reinforce the fact that they were doing their best and using the correct language. This can help those children who don’t feel as confident expressing their opinion as they know they will be praised for inputting their ideas. Skinner believes in the concept of praise. A stimulus can be used in order to encourage a certain behaviour, in the hope that this will then influence a child’s decision for the future. (Skinner.B, 1948).   The cause of the most disappointing element would be that the children were not that confident in using the sentence patterns, even though this was something they had practiced before. Throughout my story, I was constantly reminding them to answer in Welsh, but some were not grasping this and had to be prompted to use welsh. Although, this wasn’t just with the sentence patterns. They were also saying both the colours and foods in English which is something that they are familiar with. 
To have made the children’s learning more effective, I should have used the sentence patterns throughout the week so that they were more aware and were in the habit of using them. Even though they were familiar with them, you could tell that some children were not confident enough to speak independently and without support. Also, during the story, some children were slightly distracted by others in the room. If I was to do it again, I would have positioned the children on the carpet, so they were more spaced out. I would have also seated them according to who they work well with, rather than them sitting with their friends. I think that my story was beneficial to the children as it helped them to develop their welsh language. In the Foundation Phase Framework, they need to be meeting different skills within their welsh language development. The children were ‘expressing their feelings, likes and dislikes’. (DCELLS, 2015, p.37). In the future, my next steps are going to be to focus on furthering my welsh language skills and to continue to challenge the children. This can be done by varying the type of books that the children have for them to gradually build their knowledge. I also want to make sure it’s a vital part of my teaching while on professional teaching practice. Alun Davies, the minister for welsh language, has set an ambitious target of one million welsh language speakers by 2025. It is then essential that teachers continue to make sure the language is alive in all classrooms so that each child can thrive off their language development. (BBC,2016). 
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