                        Study skills assignment 2 
By Cian Tudor

In this assignment there will be a 1500-word report on the importance of referencing, critical thinking, academic misconduct and the power of reflection. This is to ensure that the skills used in this assignment will then reflect on being an healthy independent learner. It will also enhance learning by using suitable technology to understand the importance of the topic.

Referencing:
Referencing in academic writing is an extremely important part of work which is an essential part of the assignment which then leads to the overall grade in the assignment and can determine for example whether the student might get a pass, or a failure can be determined if the student has referenced correctly. What is reference and why is it important?  Newcastle University https://www.ncl.ac.uk/academic-skills-kit/good-academic-practice/referencing/#:~:text=What%20is%20referencing%3F,your%20own%20ideas%20and%20arguments. (2024) states how the student acknowledges the source of information that the person has used in their work. It also helps the reader understand the work of others and helps the student to create and use their ideas and arguments which relate back to the source. This can then relate back to the overall grade that the student would have would be higher. There are many types of referencing methods that can be used depending on what the university wants, for example UWTSD want the Harvard referencing method. When does the student reference and what to reference? The student can reference an in-text citation when writing the piece of work, which can provide further information on that work and a better understanding. This would be guided first by the author's name, then date it was published and the site link. University college of London (2024) https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe-writing-centre/reference-effectively-avoid-plagiarism/referencing-basics says the information that the student must reference is when they are using any facts, phrases, opinions that someone else has done which then can lead to a piece of evidence in their work. What happens if the student does not reference their work? Oxford university (2023) https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/plagiarism This is called plagiarism where the student has copied someone Elses work and not reference it. Plagiarism is unethical and could have serious consequences regarding the student's future. It may also result in failing the assignment which can also result in the university not issuing out the degree to the student. If the student has also been caught it can result in them getting kicked off the course that they are on.  
Critical thinking:
University of Edinburgh (2024) https://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/study-hub/learning-resources/critical defines critical thinking as the art of making it clear and showing sufficient undertand of the assignment or topic and applying detailed evidence. According to Future Learn (2012) https://www.futurelearn.com/info/courses/how-to-develop-critical-thinking-skills/0/steps/335512#:~:text=A%20well%2Ddeveloped%20set%20of,information%2C%20and%20intelligently%20analyze%20data. Says that a well-developed critical thinking mindset will help build self confidence and allows the individual to quickly gather and process information which can be used as detailed data when writing an assignment. It is also important to have critical thinking skills as someone can confidently get used to life issues and can overcome these issues correctly. Digital theatre+ Katherine Woolet (2023) https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/blog/5-reasons-why-critical-thinking-is-the-most-important-skill-for-students states that the higher paid jobs require critical thinking therefore as a university student it is a requirement that the student must use critical thinking when writing an assignment. A way in which the students can improve and develop their critical thinking is to put themselves in a challenging situation and how they can resolve that situation correctly and possibly give feedback and what they could have done net time in that situation.  DR Richard Pauls definition of critical thinking can comprehend thoughts. The learners are thought to learn how motivated they are, which can lead to them becoming happier in their day-to-day life. Nguyet Yen Tran, idea pod (2022) https://ideapod.com/what-causes-lack-of-critical-thinking/ states that there are 10 behaviors that can stop a student from not using critical thinking. The main behavior being laziness with individuals not putting in the effort to learn on how to become better at critical thinking. Another possibility being resilience that the student may have produced poor critical thinking, which the teacher has given the student negative feedback and therefore has resulted in the student not being bothered and has given up on learning. 

Power of reflection:
Micheal Kouly linkedin (2023) https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/power-reflection-unlocking-personal-professional-growth-kouly-#:~:text=It%20allows%20us%20to%20identify,Additionally%2C%20reflection%20fosters%20resilience. States that the power of reflection allows the student to think of ways in which their knowledge works and how to address them. It also tells us that the learner should experience other and new possibilities when reflecting. An example of this would be when the learner has reflected on their piece of work and understanding on how they can improve their assignment or learning to then become better when the next assignment is due. By examining the student's success and failure's they can see opportunities for development. Renaissance (2024) https://www.renaissance.com/edword/growth-mindset/#:~:text=Growth%20mindset%3A%20%E2%80%9CIn%20a%20growth,Dweck%2C%202015)  The growth mindset enables the students to bounce back from setbacks with greater confidence. Harvard business review (2024) https://hbr.org/2017/03/why-you-should-make-time-for-self-reflection-even-if-you-hate-doing-it tells us that if the student does not reflect on their piece of work, then there will be no opportunity for development, and they will produce a similar amount of work each time an assignment is due in. Research done by Giada, Francesca Gino and Gary Pisano employees who spent fifteen minutes at the end of the day reflecting on their work, performed 23% better after 10 days than those who did not spend time reflecting. Which would be a similar comparison to students and that is why it is so important when reflecting over a piece of work as a student. 

Academic misconduct:
University of Cambridge (2024) https://www.plagiarism.admin.cam.ac.uk/what-academic-misconduct states that academic misconduct is any action which is an attempt or an assist any other students to help with assignements. It includes plagiarism, contract cheating, data fabrication, and unauthorized equipment and materials during an examination. The university is expected to teach the students about academic misconduct when they first start within the university to help prevent the students from committing academic misconduct. Every student should be obliged to abide by the rules, and if they do not, there is a risk of getting kicked out of the University, and this may impact joining any other universities.  If an individual is caught with academic misconduct, then it could also result in negative consequences when applying for a job and shows up on their record if they have committed academic misconduct. The student could spoil their reputation in university and cause a lack of respect with current classmates. As a student it is essential that they acknowledge the different types of rules and procedures that they must follow before writing an assignment and if they were to have any questions but should feel free to ask whenever they want. It is with priority that the student must ensure that every single piece of their writing is their own work before submitting the work to be marked. It is also important that they do not pay anyone else to do their work for them for example nowadays students will get emails through their university with anonymous users online offering to do their assignments for them like Fiverr (2024) https://www.fiverr.com/cp/writing-and-translation?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=g_ge-uk_ln-en_dv-desktop_cat-writing-translation_mt-all&utm_term=freelance-writing&utm_content=AdID%5E654610041984%5EKeyword%5Efind%20freelance%20writers%5EPlacement%5E%5EDevice%5Ec&caid=19965755920&agid=145828303417&ad_id=654610041984&kw=find%20freelance%20writers&lpcat=wt_general&show_join=true&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI8uuS6qTOgwMVLoCDBx17HQF5EAAYASAAEgL4t_D_BwEif they pay a certain amount of money. In that website it is understood that the user Lisa G has said that she can write the most professional paper ever which costs £103. 30 which is a scam. This again is not aloud, and it is down to the student to ignore the offer and carry on completing their assignments themselves. ICAI (2024) https://academicintegrity.org/resources/facts-and-statistics tells us that in March 2020, 840 students completed a survey about academic misconduct. Research shows that more than 60% of students admitted to cheating in their studies in some way. Two of the most results were shocking that the rest. One of the results was that around 64% of students have cheated during an exam and that 58% of students also cheated through plagiarism with an overall 95% of students over 70,000 students admitted to cheating. When the researchers done more. statistics 28% of the undergraduates cheated by working together with other students when asked for individual pieces of work. 

Conclution:
In conclusion it is understood how important all these subtitles are when coming to academic writing. It is clear to see that students can get easily manipulated into academic misconduct like for example people offering to do the assignment for them for a cost. The results and consequences if the students were to break the rules and regulations are extremely severe. This is clearly to try and put a stop to things such as plagiarism as nowadays it is getting more and easier to do as technology enhances. When writing this assignment, it is shocking to see that the ways in which students cheat most is through communication with other classmates. There could be 2 arguments in the case, whereas this could be a good or negative way the students learn. Some people may think that the students should be capable of doing own work and others may believe that students learn better when they work with others and can be seen as more enjoyable experience to have. 
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