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[bookmark: _Hlk513493727]This essay will be a reflective account of my experience in the making of a video as part of a team and of the module ‘Hot Topics: Contemporary Issues in Social Inclusion’. In so doing I will use Schön’s (1991) reflection in action and on action model to evaluate the challenges I faced in the making of the video, how I overcame these challenges and what I learned from the whole experience.
The ‘Hot Topics’ module explored some of the current issues that vulnerable groups face to inclusion with an emphasis on societal values and norms. Furthermore, we looked at how various media sources represented many of these groups in a positive or negative light, depending on the political agenda of the media source. I chose Personal Independent Payment (PIP) because I felt that this reflected many of the barriers individuals faced to social inclusion due to changes being made to PIP regulations in 2017. These policy changes effected the financial support given to individuals with mental health issues and the mobility element of the benefit which was later ruled by the High Court as ‘blatantly discriminatory’ against people with mental health conditions, which had left countless thousands of individuals at a disadvantage (Belfast Telegraph, 2018).
For the next assignment we had to choose a team to work with and create a video together on a current hot topic. Our team consisted of, Annie, Merion, Louise, Sandi and I and we chose homelessness in the UK. We stayed behind after Ken’s lecture to have a quick chat about the planning of the video and exchanged e-mail addresses as a means to stay in touch. 
This assignment was a challenge from the start, firstly the Easter holidays soon followed and we had deadlines for other assignments to meet first.  I also have a very active seven-year-old to care for during the holidays which made getting any work done even more of a challenge and, if that wasn’t already enough, I also had health issues to deal with. Due to all of this I was behind with the assignment by one week. I was concerned as to how this would impact on the group and sought advice on the matter; however, it soon became clear that there were other students also struggling with deadlines, including those in our group.
Time was quickly running out and despite differentiated deadlines in place the group wanted to meet up to start filming earlier than I had anticipated, leaving me just a day or two to get my contribution together. This was not going to be enough time for me to explore an area of homelessness in depth, so I decided to put a basic slide show together with a focus on the influence of western values in policy making using Levitas’ (1989) model: Three Discourses for Social Exclusion, RED, SID and MUD.  The rest of the group would then explore homelessness from other directions in depth, for example, Meirion’s focus was going to be on homelessness in Cardiff, his intention was to reveal some statistics of the scale of homelessness and support his evidence with slides showing various images of people living on the streets to bring attention to this nationwide crisis.
On Friday the 4th of May we had agreed as a group to start filming the video at 10:30. Despite this, I had only spoke with the whole group face to face on the one occasion and, to be honest, I had no idea what to expect. I had a vague idea of what area each person was exploring but not much beyond that. 
Nevertheless, when I arrived on campus only two members of the group were there and although the camera had been booked from 10:30 it was not yet available. We had a chat about how to move forward with the day’s plans and It soon became apparent that not everyone had finished their contribution or was ready to record the video. It was now approaching lunchtime, so with consideration to Schön’s (1991) model of reflection in action I decided to go and have some lunch. This gave me the time and space I needed to consider what was the best course of action for me to take next. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]When I returned from lunch a fourth group member had arrived which led to another discussion about how to move forward with the video. The rest of the group had decided to move the recording forward to Tuesday, however I was unable to attend on that day, so thinking on what was best to do next, we decided that I would record a voice over to go with the slide show I had hurriedly put together in the hope that it could be used as a starting point for the group video. The rest of the team could then branch off and discuss their chosen area of homelessness in more depth on the day of filming.
I sent the PowerPoint by email as soon as possible (06/05/18) so that the group could work out the best way of putting everything together for the final discussion on Tuesday.  However, to say I was disappointed was an understatement; my final contribution was not what I had hoped for. As of this morning (Tuesday 8th May), only one other member had uploaded their work, so I was none the wiser as to what to expect. I had hoped to link some of my points to some of the topics the other members were doing but this was not going to be possible and now I have to rely solely on the group to achieve this on my behalf. 
To overcome my own barrier to inclusion of the video I arranged to skype/video call the group today between 3 and 4pm so I could be a part of the overall conclusion, but at 3:37, I was informed by email that the live video idea has now been scrapped due to the length of time taken up with editing through Movie Maker. 
I feel as a group we could have looked at an easier option for making the video and been more specific about how we were going to tie our work together, for example using a smart phone to film our own contribution and uploading it to Windows media player or agreeing to use power point from the start. This would have been easier and less stressful as we could have all achieved this from home, utilising the time we had and avoid a last-minute rush which fell on Annie to upload the final cut.
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