An examination of how crime and anti-social behaviour affect local communities.


Throughout this essay the high-profile case of choice is Fiona Pilkington, the essay will cover her case and will be included throughout the essay about how it links to Anti-social behaviour (ASB). The essay will cover what is ASB and whether ASB crime rates have reduced or increased over the years. This essay will cover how policing reduces ASB in high areas and see what works for the areas and what does not work. The final part will be about how ASB affects local communities and how people deal with it. Criminal damage will be portrayed as CD throughout the essay, and problem-oriented policing will be portrayed as POP. 

The meaning Anti-social behaviour is “conduct that has caused, or likely to cause, harassment, alarm or distress to any person, conduct capable of causing nuisance or annoyance to a person in relation to that person’s occupation of residential premises or conduct capable of causing housing-related nuisance or annoyance to any person” (Legislation.gov.uk, 2014). 
There are 3 types of ASB (College of Policing, 2023), the first one being personal which targets an individual or a group rather than the community and could cause harassment or intimidation. The second one is environmental, individual or group impact on surrounding areas such as environmental damage. Misuse of public places or buildings, for example, CD, vandalism, or littering. Finally, the last type is a nuisance, this could be community trouble, annoyance, inconvenience, or suffering. This can affect the public's interests, for example, health, well-being, safety, and quality of life. Examples can be drug or substance misuse, vehicle-related nuisance, or animal-related problems (College of Policing, 2023). An example of the type of ASB suffering would be Fiona Pilkington, She and her daughter suffered many years of ASB, and the police didn’t take it seriously (BBC News, 2011). 

Anti-social behaviour can be physically harmful to others, vandalism, or theft, these problems are the most common factors during childhood and adolescence (Otto, C, 2021). This could be due to the individual's upbringing or the area they lived in (Crawford,2008). Studies show that 3.6% of males and 1.5% of females are affected during adolescence, and males are 2 times more likely to cause ASB (Otto, C,2021). This could start out as lying, stealing at home or more serious situations such as aggressive or delinquent (Otto, C,2021), for example, an individual might start lying at school this could be for attention, or they may even steal to try and fit in with others or even peer pressure (Lying and stealing, 2019). A limitation of this study is that children do not know the seriousness and could end up in a lot of trouble, for example, being kicked out of school or even at home (Lying and stealing, 2019).

Research shows that ASB crime rates are reducing between March 2020 to March 2023 (Stripe, N, 2023). In Wales and England crime surveys showed that 34% of people experienced or witnessed ASB, this decreased by 6% compared to prior to COVID-19, year March 2020. Police recorded 1.0 million incidents of ASB in March 2023, which was a 25% decrease from March 2020 of 1.4 million and in 2022 it was a 20% fall of 1.3 million incidents (Stripe, N, 2023). This suggests that police forces are reducing crime, and their methods are working (Stripe, N, 2023).

Research studies have shown that anti-social behaviour is now a major key point and policy for UK policing strategies (Brown, D, M, 2013). Research has shown that over 40% of ASB cases in Wales and England have been served to people under 18 (Crawford,2008). This shows that there is a high percentage of adolescents are causing ASB (Crawford,2008).

College of Policing (2023) tackles ASB by using methods like hotspot policing or POP, which stands for problem-orientated policing. Hotspot policing is a strategy to reduce crime in high areas (College of Policing, 2022). Crime and disorders are not evenly spread across neighbourhoods but congregate in small locations. They tackle this by having an officer stand in the middle of the hotspot and see with their naked eye, this could include buildings, bus stops, street segments or groups of street segments (College of policing, 2022). POP strategy is used to find the underlying conditions of Hotspot policing that lead to crime problems. They use this method to identify and analyse the problems in hotspots and to improve them (College of Policing, 2022). POP method has found that it may take longer to reduce crime but have more of an effect. They need to be better than high visibility strategies in high-crime areas (College of Policing, 2022). This method helps the police find out what works for the community and what does not, by doing this they can have the community on their side and help the community back by reducing crime rates (College of Policing, 2022).

West Yorkshire police have low levels of crime and ASB, west Yorkshire police have introduced more neighbourhood officers to work with the community to find solutions to reduce ASB (West Yorkshire police, 2023). Living in an ASB can be frightening, and unpleasant to live and work in. Due to this west Yorkshire police, councils and fire departments work together and use their powers to reduce crimes (West Yorkshire police, 2023). They reduce these problems by closing premises that are being used to cause nuisance or disorder, if an individual breaches this closure, they could face 6 months in prison or a fine. By doing this it reduces the chances of people returning to the crime (West Yorkshire police, 2023). West Yorkshire also have public space protection orders, if the individual fails to comply, they can end up with a fixed penalty notice or court fine (West Yorkshire police, 2023). If individuals or groups are causing a nuisance, they can have fines of up to £80 (West Yorkshire police, 2023).  This research has shown that doing these to individuals or groups is bringing the ASB rates down (West Yorkshire police, 2023). 
 
Fiona Pilkington and her severely disabled daughter Francesca Hardwick had been tormented by local youths for 11 years. Fiona killed herself and her daughter by setting the car on fire back in October 2007. Fiona was 38 and her daughter was 18, Fiona's daughter spent the majority of her life being a target of local youths. Fiona had complained 33 times to Leicestershire police about harassment, they had eggs, flour and stones being thrown at the house. Fiona's daughter Francesca, who was mentally aged 4, was told to hold up her night-dress while her brother named Anthony was trapped in a shed at knifepoint (BBC News, 2011).
Fiona had told her family that she had given up due to the lack of support from the local police and council. Fiona had reported every incident to the police and kept records of all and the police had only visited for 8 calls out of 33 (BBC News, 2011). 
Police were unable to distinguish between harassment and general ASB. This suggests there was poor policing and a lack of knowledge from the department. The Independent Police Complaints Commission carried out an investigation published in May 2011 which concluded that the failure by police officers to identify Fiona Pilkington and her daughter as a collective vulnerable family unit was at the core of Leicestershire Constabulary’s failure to implement a cohesive, structured, and effective approach to the harassment/ASB from which they were suffering (HSAB, 2023).

The next part of the essay will portray how ASB affects local communities. ASB is happening everywhere but 45% of people have stated that ASB is a problem where they live (Neighbourhood Watch, 2020). Leicestershire City Council are trying to prevent ASB, they will safeguard and support victims and witnesses as part of our strategy to deal with ASB, which includes all facets from prevention to rehabilitation. They will also direct alleged offenders to assistance organisations as needed. The way they respond to each complaint depends on the specifics of each incident because every instance of anti-social behaviour is different (Leicester City Council, 2023). They will also take the approach to address antisocial behaviour consistently, proportionately, and gradually, we've taken an incremental strategy. To collaborate with several other organisations, such as the Leicestershire Police, Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service, and Victim Support, to prevent and address anti-social activity (Leicester City Council, 2023). Councils doing this, will bring down ASB crime rates and prevent youths and adults from continuing to cause ASB in communities. It also makes people feel safe in their community and feel like they are being listened to by all the organisations (Leicester City Council, 2023). 

Research shows that those experiencing or witnessing ASB can be those in deprived areas, their gender, age, region, ethnicity or even if they have a disability (Gov.UK, 2023). This suggests that interventions should be made to support those experiencing ASB and should target these core groups and support their needs (Gov.UK, 2023).
COVID-19 had an impact on ASB, 67% of respondents said that the COVID-19 pandemic had contributed to changes in the ASB levels in their neighbourhood, which in turn had an impact on the impact felt (Gov.UK, 2023) as people were stuck home people felt like more neighbours were being louder, alcohol or substance misuse increased as treatment support were reduced which lead to people causing ASB and maybe not realising (Gov.UK, 2023). 

ASB can affect communities because police and councils do not believe them, so the community have a loss of trust (Gov.UK, 2023). This made the community come together and prevent ASB, this made them work together and put trust in the community (Gov.UK, 2023).
Several people talked about how ASB's presence has resulted in a reduction in community involvement. For instance, some claimed that because residents spent less time outside of their homes and consequently had less contact with their neighbours, the neighbourhood ceased to function as a community (Gov.UK,2023). This suggested people were scared to leave their homes as they felt they would be a target to ASB, the inability to confront or call out ASB was also a result of social apathy, which also affected many individuals (Gov.UK,2023). 

ASB can also affect people individually, for example, Sexual ASB had the highest percentage of people who felt their life had been seriously affected across all categories of ASB. While speculative, the results from the qualitative research point to the possibility that this is because of the misinterpretation of sexual ASB as sexual harassment, which could have more serious repercussions (Gov.UK,2023). Individuals who have been involved in sexual ASB feel like they cannot report their assault and feel like they won't be listened to, this affects the community as the assaulter will continue to assault others as the police do not take it further when an individual reports an assault (Gov.UK,2023).

Many communities feel anger or annoyance this is the most common emotional impact ASB can cause. ASB can cause people to feel fear or loss of confidence (Gov.UK,2023). This could be down to the fact people are scared to leave their houses in case they will be targeted by youths, this could leave them into having panic attacks or even depression (Gov.UK,2023). 
The government are recruiting 20,000 police officers in Wales and England to tackle ASB solve more burglaries and prevent violent crime (Gov.UK, 2023). From the government allowing the police force to recruit more this will allow them to prevent crimes and allow officers to attend all crime calls as they will have the staff to do this (College of Policing, 2020).
In England Rishi Sunak is aiming to prevent ASB in communities, Rishi stated “Everyone should have the right to feel safe on their streets, confident that perpetrators will pay the price of their crimes. That’s why tackling antisocial behaviour is a core part of my pledge to build a better future for people across this country.” Rishi's aim is to stamp out those responsible for damaging communities and hold them accountable (Gov.UK, 2023). To prevent this the Home Secretary announced an additional £60 million, or £1.4 million for each police force area in the nation, to be used for local community projects or crime prevention strategies such as enhanced CCTV or street lighting, with a focus on reducing ASB, reducing the number of burglaries, and making streets safer for women and girls. These initiatives will help create stronger communities. This is in addition to the £120 million they have previously allocated through the fund to 270 projects since 2020 (Gov.UK, 2023), this should prevent people from feeling fear from walking in the dark and knowing there is CCTV there to stop the fear or risk of being involved in ASB (Gov.UK, 2023). 
From researching it has shown that ASB crimes are being reduced, for example in Wales and England crime surveys showed that 34% of people experienced or witnessed ASB this reduced 6%. Police also recorded 1.0 million incidents of ASB in March 2023, which was a 25% decrease from March 2020 of 1.4 million and in 2022 it was a 20% fall of 1.3 million incidents (Stripe, N, 2023). ASB affects most people or have witnessed it, and policing methods need to improve to reduce rates more (Neighbourhood Watch, 2020). Policing do use methods such as POP and Hotspot policing and these methods do work and they prevent crime, an officer stands around on patrol in a high ASB area and this stops individual from committing a ASB crime as the officer is near (College of policing, 2023). Research has shown that west Yorkshire police have low levels of ASB as they have introduced neighbourhood watch, and if someone commits a ASB case they will be fined or jailed depending on the seriousness, police close all premises that have high ASB, and this stops big groups from meeting up (West Yorkshire police, no date). All emergencies department work together to target ASB, and they work with the council, and all take certain roles, and this brings down ASB rates (Gov.UK, 2023). Fiona Pilkington was a high-profile case for ASB, as she suffered for 11 years by young youths, her and her daughter was a main target. Fiona’s daughter Francesca was disabled and had a mind of a 5-year-old, and she was targeted with her brother and was told to “lift her skirt” while her brother was a knife point. Fiona ended up killing her and her daughter by lighting a car on fire, as they had given up (BBC News, 2011). (BBC News, 2011). Fiona had phoned the police 33 times and the police only called 8 times out of the 33, this shows there was a lack of care and knowledge on ASB activities. This was poor policing and police officer now use this case as a learning opportunity (BBC News, 2011).
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