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1. Introduction



[bookmark: _GoBack]  In this report I shall be critically reviewing, along with reflecting upon a selection of my previous assignments. The purpose of this is to better understand ones, academic attributes, nevertheless on the other hand, ones failing. However also identifying and appreciating the progress throughout my first year of university. Finally implementing a structure in the future to strengthen my own weaknesses.



2. Technical Report & Solidworks


  The first aim of this assignment was to investigate the development of computer aided design, along with its implications within the engineering industry. Secondly, I had to duplicate a selection of parts, using solidworks and list my process, for evaluation.
 
  When I was first handed the brief, I was excited to be investigating this field of engineering, due to the fact I had next to no knowledge or experience of using the software. I was also quite aware of how widely C.A.D is used in modern engineering processes. Been aware of this, I felt a great deal of pressure to succeed in my understanding of this subject. Yet before I could start writing my report, I was also aware of another difficulty I would have to overcome, in the form of my own shortcomings academically, with regards to grammar, spelling, structure, along with been overwhelmed by the word count. These fears were only to be expected, when like myself been out of the education system for so long.

  So, I commenced writing my report. I introduced the report, the begun to explain how C.A.D, had evolved over time. From its beginnings to the 1980s, I found lots of information, to portray in my writing, giving the reader a real understanding of how it developed step by step. However, my own knowledge and the various sources I was using, were lacking in information after this point. So, this part of my report was not balanced I went from plenty of detail, to a quick summary, evidently the part with least detail, was the part most advantageous to myself, for my own knowledge of the last thirty-eight years in this field. The next section to be discussed, was the advantages of C.A.D to engineers.
Unfortunately, in this section a was very brief, due to the word count been used up in my previous section. I made a lot of true statements, furthermore summarised, why C.A.D is advantageous more thank discussing it. This also suited my mentally at the time, I was getting tired, close to my deadline, so this lead to laziness. The final part of my assignment of to list the processes of creating my parts. A simple section due to me only having to duplicate something I had already learnt and produced, but explaining with words, to show my level of understanding of the software. Lastly, I concluded my report along with a list of the references I had used.

 On receiving my feedback, some of my own concerns were highlighted, along with some helpful criticism. Firstly under “researched-informed literature” it was stated I used a good number of references for the length of the report, however some detail was missing within them. I was quite pleased with this because I was concerned on my limited sources, I also struggled to find sufficient information to complete the citation. Secondly under “knowledge and understanding” it was highlighted, that I lacked more recent developments in C.A.D, moreover how brief my section on the benefits to engineers was. I was already aware of these problems. However, one point that was made, was I didn’t use enough references to back up my statements. I did not think of this at the time, but I completely agreed with this, one can not say something if true, without sufficient evidence. Thirdly under “Skills for professional practise” many faults were brought to my attention. I had a page long paragraph, some sections did not make sense and generally need to be more consisted. This was of significant help, to me since implementing these points would be highly beneficial to my work. Finally, “practical application and deployment” this would be my highest scoring section. Due to the quality of my parts, along with limited dimensional errors.
  
3. 
Technical Poster


  The aim of this poster was to, give a technical overview of the two lectures I had attended, one lecture and one practical session. Detailing background information plus their importance in the Motorcycle Industry. The purpose of the poster was to be short in text, but visually striking, yet informer the reader of all relevant information, regarding the topics.  

 When making this poster, the informative text was not a problem for me, feeling I had sound knowledge of the subjects, due to finding them so interesting. The issue arouse was the fact it was a poster. I had no knowledge of publisher. I did not know how to make it visually striking. Writing an article would have been easy, but using imaginary to convey ideas, I found this difficult. The final problem I encounter was the printing of the poster, not knowing how to use the printers, I ended up with a black and white poster, which was as far from visually striking as you can get. 

  On receiving my feedback, some of my own concerns were highlighted, along with some helpful criticism. Firstly under “Research-informed literature” it stated I used a broad selection of references. My reference list and citations were correct. I was pleased with this as I had difficulty in the past, finding the correct details. Secondly under “knowledge and understanding” I was praised on my knowledge and understanding of to two subjects, along with giving the reader a good overview of the two subjects. This was nice to see that I was not been arrogant, furthermore its useful to be confident within your work. Thirdly under “Skills for professional practise” my errors would be outlined.  Its was said that some of my fonts sizes were to small to read. Some of my text blended in with the background, making it also difficult to read. This was helpful, in the fact that these were simple things to correct, an if done so I would have gained more marks. Especially in the future, things like this could be the difference between grades. Finally, “analysis” it was said that one of my diagrams needed more explanation. I had a good introduction, explaining the importance of the two subjects, nevertheless I was missing the conclusion. Just because I understood what I was looking at, does not mean everyone does. Something I am now aware of for the future.  














4. Overview
  
  Without the foundation year I do not think I would have been here today. I feel that it built me up to be able to deal with the pressure of university. Its gave me the fundamentals that I had never used, whether that be excel or report writing, which I am still implementing today. It taught me to not just assume my works right, have I used correct sources, does it make sense, could anyone be able to understand the point I am making. On the flip side, it also gave me confidence within myself, though I may struggle with something alchemically, with a little time and effort you can succeed.
  Now and in the future, I need handle my time better. Stop procrastinating all the time. Instead of doing an assignment in one go and submitting it, create a first copy, then amend it, go over the word count then cut it back. Put plans in place, so on this day ill do so much, not it all in a couple of nights. I also need to ask a few more questions when I am not sure. Show the lecture my progress not just my final copy. I need to get someone to proof read my work, because I have noticed that like me, even if there is a mistake if that’s how you pronounce it, you’re not aware of the error. I feel I have improved a lot in the last year. But for the life of me I still do not know how to put “i” on the contents page.
  I also wish the university would make some changes. For instance, more specific feedback, along with show us what a 100% piece of coursework is like as a comparison. I would also be nice if the briefs on some assignments were more in depth, so that your less likely to miss interpret them. Finally, more lectures, so more time can be spent on subject, so I would have a better concept of the subject. 
 



















5. Conclusion



   In conclusion it can be witnessed that feedback, is a necessary basis to better understand one’s performance, to also aid in further development of the induvial, therefore maximising what one can achieve.   
William Peter Wilks                                                                                                                              P151304
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