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‘The challenges of being a professional singer in the current climate’


The career of the professional singer comes with a number of challenges and obstacles. With an increasing number of performers in modern society, it is difficult to ensure a secure place within the industry. Therefore, ensuring good management and financial stability will benefit an individual to excel in a professional role. 

Funding in the music and arts industry has always been a challenge. One of the first steps taken in order to achieve this is to understand the availaible funding and look for an appropriate scheme. These applications often cover a range of programmes that will be supportive within your chosen career, whether this is touring, promotion or recording. The funding schemes avaible from councils, are avialable for all ages, from 16,18 and over - there are various types of funding available to suit an individual. What is available if you are under the age of 16 to qualify for funding schemes, is to involve yourself in opportunities such as competions as other sources of income, even if it’s a small amount, it can be received by competing in certain competitions, not only to be rewarded by some prize money, but also to have experienced performing in front of an audience or audition panel. There are young artist programes that help advertise these platforms for the younger candidates.  Most individuals can find helpful resources online that can provide guidance on how to apply to the most suited funding arts program in your area. Many musicians, are using a funding platform called “Crowd Funding” to entice their fan base, and audience to financially support their projects and career. You will find all the reviews and success stories online; the steps into crowd funding are straightforward and accessible to many musicians looking to gain support from their fan base. The challenge many are faced with are the cuts that have been universally affecting aspiring, professional performers for years. 
However, during this period where professional and talented performers are challenged with financial instability to get ahead in the competitive music industry, there are funding opportunities available for musicians, offering employment and creative participation. Funding, especially in the music and arts industry has always been competitive and its very important to think strategically about how you will apply, and when applying is right and/or suitable to the individual. Crowd funding, is an online database, which reaches out to your fan base asking for small donations to your campaign, the key to a successful fan base and Crowd Funding campaign is communication between you and the audience. Writing a high quality, relevant pitch that needs to draw in the audience and give a clear indication of what your goal is as a musician and performer. Use images of you in your environment performing, photos of previous works and shows, even a promotional video to entice the audience and readers of what your crowd funding campaign is about. 

The main providers for musicians are by foundations and councils that have created schemes to ensure support for individuals persuing a career in the arts. The ‘PRS for music Foundation’ is a scheme said to ‘help bring music to life’, they are the UK’s leading charitable funder of new music and talents that have been developed by this charity for many years. They have awarded more than £35m to over 7,300 new music projects. PRS Foundation has been helping musician since 1953, by reacting to applications for support when they arrived, and in the late 60’s PRS music foundation had set up a donation and awards committee, which by the late 90’s was distributing ¼million pounds per year. Since 1999, as part of their support for musicians and performers in the music industry, they expanded staff and board members resulting in the launch of a charitable independent foundation of any music genre, which now receives £3m per year from PRS for Music.
The Arts Councils are also key financial support networks in a certain area/country to give their aspiring musicians and professional performers opportunity. The ‘Arts Council England’ has project grants that allow access to anyone that gives performers and professionals in the music and arts industry all funded by the national lottery. They invest money from Government and the National Lottery to support arts and culture across England, to help develop your creative practices, and help support practitioners who are independent to ensure excellence and that they are thriving in their professional work.  For the ‘National Portfolio’ The arts council have distributed ‘£407 million per year’ in (828 arts organisations, museums and libraries)/ and for the ‘Arts council national Lottery project grants’ they have given ‘£97.3million of lottery funding per year/ also ‘£72.2million per year’ into the ‘Arts council development funds’ which focuses on creating opportunities for a wider range of people wanting to become a part so the arts and culture sector.
The ‘Creative Scotland scheme’ has 38 projects across Scotland which all help independent musicians and artists, supporting not only musicians but also arts, and screen and creative industries across all parts of Scotland. Some of their funding organistions include the following; The Youth Music Initiative ( a yearly funding programme supporting music-making activity for young people)/ ‘The Screen Funds’ (supporting filmmakers and producers to develop and produce films, documentaries and other screen projects)/‘The Made in Scotland fund’ (which can support costs for Scottish theatre, dance and music projects.) They also distribute funding from the Scottish government and the National Lottery. 
In Wales, ‘Arts Council Wales’ also helps provides the best support for the individual, they fund organisations across wales, they have a new partnership with the national centre learning Welsh, and arts council of Wales to boost Welsh in the arts. Also like many other councils, their funding, comes from Welsh government and the national lottery. Most of their funding goes into artists and the arts organisations that carry out specific schemes across wales. Here are some of the many great art organistions that ‘Art council Wales’  has funded; Sherman theatre “For all I care” and “Cotton fingers” amount awarded (£1500) project date awarded (31/1/2019) project date end ( 15/8/2019) / Sherman Theatre – ‘The ugly duckling’ amount awarded ( £29908) - project date awarded ( 18/2/2019 ) project date end ( 31/12/2019) / CoDI Composer Pathways amount awarded ( £3000) Project date awarded (12/3/2019) project end date (31/3/2020)/ Classical Music at St David's Hall (2019/20) amount awarded (£99216) project date awarded (28/3/2019) – Project end date (31/7/2020)/ OPRA Cymru Cf- Amount awarded (£100000) project date awarded (28/3/2019) project date end (30/11/2020). They also run their own schemes and projects, especially to explore new talents and creative individuals looking for support and interest in the arts. They also try their best to make the funding applications as easy and clear, and accessible to all, and that their staff embodies the mantra ‘Making the arts central to life and wellbeing of the nation’ .
Finally, ‘The arts council of northern Ireland’ which offer a range of funding and support to individuals. Their funding also comes from the National Lottery funds, and the Exchequer. The schemes available and open are the ‘travel awards’ and the ‘ international showcase fund’ that are all on going. 
Finding a place as a professional performer and singer is a challenge, but when there are funding schemes and support, it gives performers and musicians the support they need in the competitive industry.  So it is important when applying to a funding application, to apply correctly and efficiently.
When applying, it is crucial to do your research to be clear on your funding options and what the deadlines are, developing a good understanding of what’s available and when , so you can find what is right for you and your situation. Checking the guidelines and areas of what the eligibility criteria and decision dates are. Also, to ensure you give the best musical example of your works, that it’s easy to access (with working and efficient links) that maybe from your website, portfolio or even CV. Wherever the video or media may be of you in your performing environment, it is important that it is your best work that is used to show you at your best as a performer. Make sure the online presence you keep is up to date, with a range of media that is current. Be sure to list your support networks, if you do have them, quotes or reviews of your performances that could show you in a positive light which is from not only yourself but could be from your fan base, audience or listeners. Pitching the right goal and outcome you wish to gain from the funding, giving a clear understanding of how the funding would help you as an individual in your professional performing career. After all this is considered, and you fail to be taken on the funding scheme, the best thing as an aspiring professionals performer and musicians, is to keep applying and to not give up. A lot of successful artists have been rejected but many have been accepted.


Being a young, professional and aspiring performer in the arts doesn’t come with an easy path, especially when it comes to financial challenges. It’s simply about getting to the point where you can support yourself through your music comfortably enough, the music industry requires a lot of financial sacrifice, patience and hard work. The current climate for singers who are professional in their work but are not yet financially stable enough as a world-wide renowned opera singer, will be confronted with more financial challenges, this could be: paying off student loans (if you are earning above the pay threshold) fees, and just as simple as paying rent for a place to live. Many are faced with work, that does not mean you are always getting paid for that job, and it is seen as more of an experience for you and a favour for the other party; this leads to costly travel, food and living costs The only way to overcome this, especially in this high demand industry full of unpaid ‘experience’ and ‘jobs’ in the arts, is to be strategic and sensible with your savings and how you approach your current living situation. The main concept to accept, as any aspiring performer in the arts, or hard-working career are the sacrifices you are willing to make along the way. As an aspiring artist, that is the first step to making peace with the uncertainty of financial challenges that arise with being a professional singer in the current climate. 
Another challenge in the current climate for singers, is their general career management (ie. goals and objectvies). It is important to ensure a successful career you must continue to work at goals and strategically, marketing towards your professional career. Its an on going process which sets goals, and identifies the goals the individual wishes to achieve, but doing this effectively. To make sure a performer has a sufficient career management in this current competitive industry is to keep the importance of career planning in mind, coming up with an action plan to keep you on track.There are steps into making sure you are supporting yourself, and ways to create a concrete plan to work towards to manage your costs wisely and beneficially. It’s very beneficial to consider finding a day job; to make ends meet. This can enable a pathway for you to pay off your audition fees, student loans and to live your way of life a fraction easier. Having a job apart from what your aspiring goals and dreams may consist of, ensures another source of reliable income, all while aiming for the big stage. 
Overall, it’s clear there are many challenges that an aspiring professional singer will face as reviewed above (ie financial challanges, applying for individual funding apilictaions and career management). I believe with confidence, passion, and determination anyone can overcome any test they are faced with in their path towards their career. With strategic and effective skills, an individual will be able to get through life, especially in the current climate, in any industry the person wishes to pursue. Of course, there are many variations of funding schemes, councils and general career management support and financial skill support systems which are accessible to where an individual can apply. Furthermore, it is evident there will be challenges in any career an individual wishes to pursue, but an individual can surpass this. 
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