The Poetry of the First World War (2)
Please read the following poems prior to this week’s class:

Julian Grenfell, ‘Into Battle’ 
Charles Hamilton Sorley, ‘Two Sonnets’ 

Rupert Brooke, ‘The Dead’

Wilfred Owen, ‘Anthem for Doomed Youth’ 

Siegfried Sassoon, ‘Counter-Attack’ 
Wilfred Owen, ‘Dulce et Decorum est’ 

Isaac Rosenberg, ‘Dead Man’s Dump’ 

Charles Hamilton Sorley, ‘When you see millions of the mouthless dead’ 
Wilfred Owen, ‘Strange Meeting’ 
Edward Thomas, ‘As the Team’s Head-brass’ 

Wilfred Owen, ‘Disabled’ 
Ivor Gurney, ‘Strange Hells’ 
As you read the poems you may want to think about the following issues:

1. To what extent do these poems aim for a kind of documentary realism?

2. What differences are discernable in poets’ responses to death and loss?

3. How are memories of the War and the War-dead handled in these poems?

4. Why is it so important to remember the fallen? How can this best be done?

5. What are the sources of the political anger voiced in some of these poems?

