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Essay’s 1-4
How have the different values and cultural norms within diverse communities impacted upon policing? You should evaluate how multi-culturalism has affected professional policies and standards (e.g. PACE, Code of Ethics) as well as policing practice (e.g. neighbourhood policing).
1.
Introduction 
In this essay, I will try to evaluate how different values and cultural norms within the many diverse communities, has impacted policing and how different cultures have the different values and cultural norms within diverse communities impacted upon policing and how multi-culturalism has affected different foundation policies and standards as well as everyday policing practice.
It goes without saying that with there are many different diverse communities within policing, these play a vital part of the everyday life within policing and have directly affected how policing is operated on a day-to-day basis. Police play a vital role in the everyday life of the community. As the most visible branch of government, police are relied upon to resolve conflict among all types of diverse communities within the United Kingdom. There has been a strong focus on community policing and problem solving in recent years, this focus has highlighted the importance of police interaction with the diverse communities that they serve (DeGeneste, 1997). 
The increasing diversity within the modern society requires police to seriously consider their role to successfully moderate complex intergroup relationships within the different communities that they serve on a daily basis (DeGeneste, 1997).
A riot broke out in the city of Brixton in 1981 that was not a organised rebellion in a sense to overthrow the lawful government, more so it was an unpremeditated outburst of frustration and anger, with direct blame at the local police in the context of social, economical and psychological depravation. A key contributor to this unprecedented riot was Sus. Sus was the shorthand for the charge of a suspected criminal under section 4 of the Vagrancy Act 1864. It was used mainly to prosecute young males of West Indian origin. For the years of 1977,1978,1979 roughly around three-quarters of those arrested for Sus were black (Greaves, 1984). 
The Police and Criminal evidence act 1984 (PACE) was an innovation yet controversial attempt to help regulate the police and how crime is investigated. Nearly four decades on, it now operates in a very different context to when it was first introduced (Young, 2008). The idea of PACE was brought in following recommendations set out by the Royal Commission on Criminal Procedure (Murphy, 2017) . 
PACE was introduced as a result of growing frustration and public criticism of police conduct when dealing with suspect. This was most notably arising from the mid-1970s (Murphy, 2017). 

The purpose of PACE was to help unify police powers under one code of practise, and the help carefully balance the rights of the individual, against the powers of the police service. Within PACE, was serval different rights, set out to each suspect, an example of this was ‘PACE code A: Deals with the exercise by police officers of statutory powers to search a person or a vehicle without first making an arrest. It also deals with the need for a police officer, to make a record of such a stop or encounter (Murphy, 2017).’ This information directly shows how multi-culturalism has affected different policing policies and standards.

The policing code of ethics state that you must ‘uphold the law regarding human rights and equality, treat all people fairly and with respect and treat people impartially’ (College of Policing, 2014).
It also is stated that a police officer must consider the different needs of protected characteristics groupings such as: Race, religion, belief and sexual orientation. To also actively seek or use opportunities to promote equality and diversity in all aspects of the role of constable (College of Policing, 2014). 
This shows how diversity has directly affected the Policing policies and standards, actively seeking inclusion of all backgrounds within the policing world, which is a positive step towards breaking the barrier between the police and the diverse community’s that they serve.

An argument, which disputes the efforts made by the police service would be that; after the events of the Brixton riots came the introduction of PACE and heavy emphasis on diversity and inclusion in legislative context (Code of Ethics and PACE) however there is still a wide ray of issues within young BAME (Black, Asian and minority ethnic) men (Keeling, 2017). 
Almost 30 years after the Brixton riots, history once again repeated itself, with the London riots of 2011. Many public figures came to support action following the riots. In the five years which followed the number of stop-searched conducted by police fell from 1.2 million to 380,000 without any notifiable impact on the levels of crime. However still prevalent was the issue, that the likelihood of someone black being stopped searched in that period rose in relation to white people. A black person at that time was six times more likely to be searched by police. This argues with the evidence that, although the governed police service had made attempts to bridge the gap between different diverse groups within the communities that they serve, this evidences that there is still an ongoing issue between the police and the diverse communities that they serve (Keeling, 2017).
Throughout the lifetime of policing within England and Wales there have been several significant incidents and expansions. The murder of Stephen Lawrence in 1993 is one of the more significant events which took place that led to the expansion and creation of Neighbourhood Policing and the Community Support Officer Role (O'Neill, 2015). The creation of these came of the back of the murder of Stephen Lawrence in 1993, who was murdered in a racially motivated attack while waiting for a bus in Well Hall Road (Crime and Investigation, 2023). The aim was to create a division within the police service dedicated to being more in touch with the community, to help better serve diverse communities. 

In conclusion, it is very clear that different cultural norms and values within diverse communities have and continue to have a significant impact on policing, and that multi-culturalism has affected professional policies and standards (College of Policing, 2014), as well as general policing practise. The new development of neighbourhood policing is a positive step towards addressing the significant challenges and improving relationships between the police and the diverse communities that they serve.
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2.What makes vulnerable young people and adults more at risk of exploitation by criminal gangs? Examine both the psychological and socio-economic characteristics of victims of exploitation.
Your answer should be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.

Vulnerability in young people and adults is often seen by criminal organisations, as an easy gateway to take over a person’s life and lead them astray, down a path of criminality for the gain and prosper of the criminal organisation. Young people and adults are at a higher risk of exploitation due to a combination of socio-economic and psychological factors. The two of these groups are often met with several different challenges, such as lack of education, low self-esteem, poverty and a lack of social support. This places them into a vulnerable position, which criminal gangs use to exploit them for person gain. In this essay, I will examine what makes young people and adults more at risk at exploitation by criminal gangs, I will aim to examine both the psychological and socio-economical characterises of the victims of exploitation.

Psychologically, young people and adults, who have a poor self-worth and a lower self-esteem are often more sustainable to exploitation by criminal organisations. The organisations prey on these vulnerabilities as the victims are often seeking love, a sense of belonging and a feeling of self-worth. These gangs use this to their advantage to help groom, coerce and manipulate their victims. An example of this is, young children and adults who have experienced some form of trauma, neglect or abuse or even witnessed abuse of another, may often feel an emphatic need of a social connection and can be more at risk to the false pretence of acceptance and security given by the criminal organisations. This can then lead the victim down a path of criminality which can have an adverse effect on their self-worth and self-esteem. This pattern makes it more difficult for the victim to separate from the criminal organisation (Childrens Commissioner, 2019). 

In edition to the different psychological factors which place children and adults at risk, socio-economical factors also play a significant role, in making young people and adults more at risk of exploitation by criminal organisations. Young children who are not in education or have fallen through the gaps in health, care and justice systems, are significantly more vulnerable to exploitation to criminal organisations. These organisations target these children, they are groomed by these organisations into a life of abuse and criminality (Childrens Commisioner, 2021). 

There is a great magnitude of disadvantaged youths that, having dropped out of school, developed criminal records in the decade. And those who received a prison sentence were much less likely to hold jobs than other youths over the entire decade (Freeman, 1991). 

Vulnerabilities to being coerce into this pattern of behaviour can be explained within the set of context of the ecological model of child protection, this consists of: the individual, family, community and the cultural risk factors (Whittle, et al., 2013). 

An example of what the criminal organisations are doing to young people, is Child criminal exploitation. This is common in county lines and occurs where an individual or group takes advantage, of an imbalance of power to control, manipulate, coerce or deceive a child or person under the age of 18. Something to note with child criminal exploitation is even if the activity appears to be mutual consent, the victim may have still been criminally exploited (Home Office, 2018). 

Case study child 
A case study conducted by Suffolk Police, referred to a 16 year old male who had been reported missing from London, and was consider high risk, due to his age and link to criminal organisations. He had recently failed to attend court for his alleged involvement in a potential stabbing. The 16-year-old male, was located and found in possession of a 6-inch kitchen knife and 30 wraps of drugs. Whilst the male was in custody he was found to have severe burns to his body, mainly on his stomach area. The burns were consistent with that caused by boiling liquid. The male refused to disclose how these were caused, but it was heavily suspected that this may have been caused by those responsible for placing him in Ipswich from London to deal in class A drugs (Home Office, 2018). 

A separate case study, conducted by Eastern Region Special Operations Unit found that a county lines organisation were consuming and selling drugs from within a property. The homeowner, was a high-risk adult. The organisation prevented the homeowner from leaving the address or going to the toilet areas in an attempt to prevent him from asking someone for help. The organisation was suspected to target this adult due to him having a learning disability mixed with mental health and substance abuse issues (Home Office, 2018). 

Case studies provide more evidence of the impact of socio-economical and psychological factors of vulnerable person within our society. A case study conducted by the home office found that young people who come from disadvantaged lives, who had in their lifetime experience some form of neglect, abuse or trauma, were majorly more vulnerable and likewise increasingly exploited by criminal organisations (Childrens Commissioner, 2019). 

In conclusion, vulnerable adults and young people are at a significantly higher risk of exploitation by criminal organisations and gangs. This is due to a combination of socio-economical and psychological factors. The individuals that are exploited often have a poor sense of self-worth and low self-esteem, this makes them crave a sense of acceptance, and a sense of belonging. They are often also faced with a combination of challenges such as, lack of education, poverty, lack of employment opportunities and lack of education. This then makes them more sustainable to the demands and promises of power and wealth used by criminal gangs. These issues are systematic flaws within our society and need to be addressed to better protect our most vulnerable in society from being lead astray down a path of criminality by our criminal gangs and organisation.
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Essay three: 
How effective is MAPPA as a means of managing offenders?
Rather than relying on personal experience, support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources.
Word limit: 1000 words.

The Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA), is a framework that strives to help manage high-risk offenders in Wales and England. This is done by bringing together different agencies such as, prisons, police and probation to look at offenders from a strategic view to assess, and manage the risk that these high-risk offenders pose to members of the public. In this essay, I am going to talk about MAPPA, and will assess how effective MAPPA is as a means of managing offenders in England and Wales.

A study of MAPPA, that was conducted by the Ministry of Justice found that in terms of the general safeguarding of members of the public and dealing with high-risk offenders MAPPA was generally effective in the management of high-risk offenders, and preventing these high-risk offenders from reoffending. The study showed, that this was achieved by MAPPA effectively sharing information about offenders between partner agencies such as police and probation. From this they could effectively create a risk management plan for the offenders. This was done by categorising the offenders and the level of management required (Ministry of Justice, 2021). 
Each offender would be placed in one of three categories. Category one, was that of offenders who have been convicted of a specified sexual offence and/or the notification requirements which are under part 2 of the sexual offenses act 2003 apply. This basically states that any person who comes under this part of legislation are required to notify police of their name, personal details and address. They must also notify the police of any change (Ministry of Justice, 2021).  
Category two is for violent offences. These are the offenders who have been convicted of a specific violent offence and subsequently were imprisoned or detained for at least 12 months or detained under aa hospital order. This category also then consists of a small amount of sexual offenders, who don’t qualify for the notification requirement that applies to category 1 offenders (Ministry of Justice, 2021). 
Category three, these are the offenders who do not qualify under categories 1 or 2 but have been assessed by professionals as posing a risk of serious harm to members of the public. The connection between the offence they committed, and the risk that they pose means that they need active multi-agency management (Ministry of Justice, 2021).

Offenders under MAPPA are then managed at one of three different levels. The level of the management reflects how much of an input is needed from multi-agencies and how much they will need to cooperate, to develop and manage a risk assessment for the offender which can be moved up or down the levels depending on risk posed to other members of the public.
Level one - this is the standard level and the agency that has the lead in supervising the offender creates their arrangement for the offender, agencies such as police and probation service will share information regarding the offender to mange risk. Most offenders are managed at level one.
Level two - This level or risk management requires involved of a multitude of agencies that host multiagency public protection meetings to plan a risk management plan. 
Level three – This level is similar to level two and does all the same things, however due to risk being so high with these offenders the risk management plan set out is managed by senior staff from all agencies, they also authorise additional resources such as private or specialised accommodation (Ministry of Justice, 2021).  

A separate study that was conducted, by the National Audit Office (National Audit Office, 2017). They raised issues regarding the effectiveness of MAPPA. These concerns were focused on the effectiveness of MAPPA, the study focuses on the effectiveness or the risk assessments and management plans. It raises concerns of the quality of them and the consistence of the risk to members of the public. The study also raised an issue with the lack of guidance on how to conduct standard risk assessments, due to these issues, this then led to a lack of inconsistences in the assessments being carried out by separate partner agencies (National Audit Office, 2017). 

Another study which was conducted by the inspectorate of Probation (Justice Inspectorates, 2021)  found that MAPPA, as a means of managing the risk of low-level offenders was less effective. The study found that high risk offenders were receiving a large amount of supervisor mixed with several different support options, from several different agencies meaning that they were offending less due to the support system in place. However low risk offenders were under a significantly less amount of supervision, and were offered significant less support. Due to these, their underlying issues were not being resolved which led to these low-risk offenders reoffending (Justice Inspectorates, 2022) (Justice Inspectorates, 2021) . 

A separate national review of MAPPA was conducted by Anglia Ruskin University (Anglia Ruskin University , 2022), in which they led an evidence-based review, on how effective MAPPA was. Following this they would use this to provide a robust evidence base to make decisions regarding the future of MAPPA in regards to its structure and operation. They found that there has been an annual increase in offenders under MAPPA since 2009. Even though there has been an increase in offenders there is a backdrop of substantial cuts to the public protection budget, brough on as a result of austerity programs run by the government. Due to the importance of a holistic, evidence-based understanding of the effectiveness of MAPPA. This directly undermines potential positive results and only increases the negative (Anglia Ruskin University , 2022). 

In conclusion, the effectiveness of MAPPA as a way of managing offenders is a mix of positive and negative information which has been gathered by separate independent sources. Whilst MAPPA is seen as effective in managing high-risk offenders and generally reducing risk to members of the public through risk management, there are several concerns about the consistence and quality of the risk assessments carried out by partner agencies which can undermine the positive results and the overall safety of the members of the public, which is the main purpose of MAPPA.
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Essay four: 
Why is it necessary for independent bodies (i.e. IOPC) to hold police officers accountable?
You must use academic research to support your answer.
Word limit: 1000 words.

When it comes to holding the police accountable, independent bodies play a vital role in this. These bodies, for example the independent office for Police Conduct (IOPC) in the United Kingdom, are those responsible for investigating complaints made against the police officers, and they then provide the public with faith, that the police are held accountable for any potential wrongdoings that they have done, whilst serving the public. This is a vital part of the police service, as it strives to maintain the public’s trust in the criminal justice system, and in the police service. In this essay I will examine why is it necessary for independent bodies (IOPC) to hold police officers accountable for their actions, whilst serving the public.

The Independent office for Police Conduct (IOPC) are an independent bodies that investigates police misconduct, ensuring that police officers, are held accountable for their actions when dealing with members of the public. IOPC state ‘Our role is to oversee the whole of the police complaints system’ (Conduct, Independent Office for Police, 2020).

The role of a Police Officer includes the use of significant powers, these powers include the ability to use reasonable force to detain a person, which essentially is taking away someone’s basic human rights. Due to these powers, police need to be held accountable, should any wrongdoing in regards to these powers arise, otherwise the public would scrutinise the police, causing a lack of public trust. It is vital that these independent bodies, hold Police Officers to the highest standards, and accountable for every action that they take. Without the use of different intendant bodies, Police Officers could abuse their positions and powers that they are given. This could then lead to very serious human rights violations (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2018) and undermine public confidence.


Evidence has demonstrated that the public trust withing the police service is very firmly tied to perceptions of police accountability for their actions (Weisburd, 2004). When the public recognise that police officers are not being held accountable for the actions that they take with members of the public, they are significantly less likely to trust the police. This is especially true in instances where police officers have been directly accused of serious misconduct, an example being using more than reasonable force or discriminating on a particular person within society (Weitzer & Tuch, 2004). Ensuring that the public trust the police service is a vital part of society. It not only aids in the reduction of crime but helps the criminal justice system as a whole (Weisburd, 2004). 


Independent bodies such as the IOPC do more than just hold police officers accountable for their actions.  They are a vital role in improving general policing practise, and aiding the reduction of police misconduct. When a complaint against police is made, independent bodies investigate this complaint, and if wrong-doings have been done then the police officer is held accountable for his actions, this makes officers much more likely to think about their actions with a lot more careful considerations prior to misconduct.  This helps the public to trust in the police by creating a culture of accountability, this will ultimately lead to improved policing practise and a reduction in the dereliction of police officers (Weisburd & Eck, 2004). 
Accountability within policing is widely known as a pivotal aspect, without it, policing practise would crumble. British policing is focused on consent, meaning for police to be able to carry out their functions this resides on ‘public approval of their existence, actions and behaviour’ (Institute for Government, 2022). Accountability is essentially, a vital aspect to ensure the police’s responsiveness to members of the community that they serve. Recently there have been several high profile incidents that have put strain on the delicate relationship between the police and the public, highlighting the need for strengthened accountability between the police and the public (Institute for Government, 2022). Showing the ever-growing need for independent bodies to help ensure accountability and transparency between the police and the communities that they serve. 

The police service strives for lawfulness and legitimacy, these are in turn are essential aspects of gaining the trust of the public. Ultimately, they are both also essential for police, to achieve their goals of reducing crime and disorder, which subsequently will enhance the quality of life, to members of the public within the communities that they serve. Lacking legitimacy, within a government such as the police, hinders the development of working partnerships which are a vital aspect in community policing as well as problem orientated policing (Goldstein, 1990) (Scott, 2000). Opposed to the widely believed principles, that effective crime control and respect for statutory principles are competing values in policing (Packer, 1968). Well respected people adverse in this field recognise that lawful conduct and accountability are essential for crime fighting (Bayley, 2002).


In conclusion, it is a vital part of accountable within the police service that independent bodies hold them accountable for their actions. This is vital to help maintain public trust within the police service. It also helps to reduce the number of incidents involving police misconduct, which leads to better policing practice for the communities that they serve. These independent bodies, ensure that police officers across the country are held to high standards of conduct, ensuring that the police code of ethics (College of Policing, 2014) of transparency are upheld at all times. Not only are independent bodies beneficial to members of the public; but they in turn, also aid the police but ensuring prestigious policing practice is being carried out force wide, ultimately leading to public satisfaction and the improvement of the widened criminal justice system. 
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