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To Begin Well and End Well :

On Consistent Virtue in Rulership






1. Introduction

Maoshi ----- L3 & *E

The Maoshi 1s one of the most important early versions of the
Canon of Poetry. It was passed down by two scholars, Mao Heng
and Mao Chang, during the Han Dynasty. Over time, 1t became

the main version that people studied for centuries.




1. Introduction

® State Airs (Guo feng |5 J)---folk songs
® Court Songs (Ya 1)

® Hymns (Song 2H)




1. Introduction

Wei Yang, Qin Airs

I escorted my mother's nephew,
To the north of the Wed,
What did I present to him?

Four bay horses for his carriage of state.

I escorted my mother's nephew,
Long, long did I think of her.
What did I present to him?

A precious jasper, and gems for his girdle-pendant.

————— James Legge






2. The meaning of Weiyang

This poem expresses Duke Kang’s love and memory of his mother.

%, BRAGHE ., ---Preface, Maoshi L7

¥ Main character: Duke Kang of Qin (&




2. The meaning of Weiyang
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® Duke Wen of Jin (£ X #EH), Duke Kang’s maternal uncle




2. The meaning of Weiyang

the northern bank of the Wei River







2. Deeper message behind the selection

® Satirizing Duke Kang
A, R
PEEEL, |5t

—--Preface, Maoshi Bi5F
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2. Deeper message behind the selection
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In the sceond year of Duck Kang’s reign, Qin attacked Jin and took
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Wucheng: - In the fourth year, Jin attacked Qin and took

Shaoliang. In the sixth year, Qin attacked Jin and took Jima.
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2. Deeper message behind the selection
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Do R ES Rk BEOXGART BELSH WIS P Z
2BV A2 o v (FEAE)

—% & (FH13)

Both commentaries acknowledge that Duke Kang’s early filial piety and good conscience were truly
beyond reproach. However, his later cruelty and loss of moral integrity cannot be ignored. This 1s why
both works strongly emphasize that it is not enough just to have a good heart at the beginning, it’s

important to preserve and maintain this kindness consistently, and never let it disappear.



2. Deeper message behind the selection
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—— BT <Gk F A LEED>
All rulers achieve greatness through deep concern and vigilance.

tﬂﬁ -

Many do well at the beginning, but few can persist until the end.
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2. Deeper message behind the selection

M

— (PR E RS- )

Since ancient times, when emperors first gained the throne, they all wanted to
govern with great diligence and follow the examples of Yao and Shun. But once

the country is stable, they become proud and careless. Few can maintain their

good start to the very end.
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It is not difficult to put it into practice;

but difficult to stick with it till the end.
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2. Deeper message behind the selection

RR CHE =S o L2 %0 o3
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BEEE -

CRAERLET BHFE G den BB o

—--Preface, Maoshi BifF

® Chen Feng, it criticizes Duke Kang for abandoning the worthy ministers

of the Duke Mu.

® Quan Yu, it criticizes Duke Kang for treating old ministers and talented

men well at the beginning but not consistently in the end.
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2. Deeper message behind the selection

- counsel
® Shi Hui :“@’ The state of Jin

Duke Kang of Qin
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2. Deeper message behind the selection

agree return to Jin
> | | >
got tricked (diplomatic task)
Duke Kang of Qin ® sShiHui & The state of Jin
exhort
D

® Rao Chao ZZXH Qin minister
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2. Deeper message behind the selection

® Rao Chao ZZEH Qin minister ® ShiHui &

Bip: FERYEE O FPEA L o (2w 2Lz

Do not think Qin has no wise people. My suggestion 1s just not accepted by the ruler.
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2. Deeper message behind the selection

Only by appointing the worthy and talented can one bring stability to the state.

RERRTHE, HEHBES. — (ABEHE)

Even you are wise and intelligent, you still need appoint worthy ministers to govern

the state well.

AMEHE, LREBRIEUBIE. - (RERBE)
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4. Conclusion

18 % — positive example — showing Duke Kang's filial heart at the beginning.

f= JE, and HE B — negative examples — satirizing what Duke Kang did later.

!

sharp contrast > two deeper meanings
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4. Conclusion

Two deeper meanings ﬁ

¥ highlight the importance of beginning well and ending well

¥ emphasize the importance of appointing worthy ministers

keep the kindness appoint virtuous and
all the time worthy ministers
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THANK YOU FOR

LISTENING.
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