Heritage Crime
Heritage Crime is complex and is constantly being redefined.  It ranges from the local – theft by detectorists to “cultural war crimes” such as the destruction of the temples at Palmira.  The systematic destruction of sites belonging to minority groups now being termed Cultural Genocide (there is a forthcoming book on this theme).
Local legal systems of protection have evolved over time – the UK with its muddle of laws is a good example.  There was some progress in the post Second World War era which largely arose out of the complexities surrounding the restitution (or not) of artefacts and artworks looted by the Nazis – although in some case we (the UK) have been tardy in signing up.
The most significant step has been the arrival of international conventions – of which the most import has been the UNESCO Cultural Heritage Conventions.  These now for the basis for much recent international law which enable the “pursuit” of looted artworks and heritage.
I would start by looking at UK Heritage Crime Legislation – which is relatively straightforward if regrettably quite complex and also evolving fairly quickly.  The following Historic England Web Pages and advice notes are the best place to start.  
Historic England – Web pages on their Heritage Crime initiative:
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/caring-for-heritage/heritage-crime/
HE have also produce a PDF booklet to indicate the value of certain types of crime and guide the imposition of sentences: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/heritage-crime-guidance-sentencers/
The booklet also gives a very good summary of the appropriate legislation – this is a very good place to start any assessment of the law in the UK.  
See also legislation on Portable Antiquities – including the act of the same name…
Looking beyond the UK you might want to look at some of the following as starting points:
Grove, L. & Thomas, S. (eds.) 2014 Heritage Crime: Progress, Prospects and Prevention.  Palgrave Macmillan, Basingstoke.   [This is a major – if somewhat disjointed and geographically challenged – overview of some key issues in Heritage Law and Heritage Crime – be selective over the papers which you read].
Forrest, C.  2011 International Law and the Protection of Cultural Heritage.  Routledge, Abingdon. [This considers the five core principles of the UNESCO Cultural Heritage Conventions in some detail – it is a good (but dense) benchmark for international law and ethics on cultural heritage].
Janet Blake, J.  2015  International Cultural Heritage Law (Cultural Heritage Law and Policy Series).  Oxford University Press, Oxford.  [Major work on the history, development and application of international cultural heritage law].  
Some more general ethical / philosophical considerations about the ownership of the past include: 
Cuno, J.  2010  Who owns antiquity? Museums and the Battle over our ancient heritage.  Princeton University Press, Princeton.
La Follette, L.  2013   Negotiating culture: Heritage, Ownership, and Intellectual Property. University of Massachusetts Press, Amherst
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cuno, J. (ed.), 2012   Whose Culture? The Promise of Museums and the Debate over antiquities. Princeton University Press, Princeton (edited volume – bit hit and miss).
