Task: Researching your chosen building or site
Pompeii: The life, death and rediscovery of a Roman town (HPAH5078/HPAH6078)
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For the final part of this session, I have set a series of tasks related to your coursework. These tasks are designed to help you identify material that may prove useful to elements 1, 3 and 4 of the assessment portfolio: namely, the round table discussions that will take place during the four weeks (participation in each discussion being worth 3% or 2% each, with four discussions in total: see Moodle), the poster presentation assignment (3) and the analytical report (4). It is also a useful way to spot potential problems early on, such as accessibility of material. Put your responses / findings into a word document (clearly labelled) and email them to me when you are done – this document is uploaded on Moodle, so you can download it and copy and paste into it. 
Ideally try to do these tasks by the late afternoon of the 3rd December, so that if there are any problems, there is plenty of time to react and find alternative solutions. 



Task 1: identify two to three pieces of scholarship you can use which relate to your building / location. These can be chapters or subsections in monographs, chapters in edited books, journal articles (or segments within journal articles), and excavation reports. [Do not include online blogs]

‘Reading’ space in the houses of Pompeii's Regio VI, Taylor.
Autocelebrazione aristocratica e propaganda politica in ambiente privato: la casa del Fauno a Pompei, Fabrizio Pesando.  (Aristocratic self-celebration and political propaganda in a private setting: the House of the Faun in Pompeii) 
House of the faun, Pompeii, Matt Donovan. 
 
Task 2: try and locate a structural/architectural plan for your building (or a topographic layout of an area if you picked, for example, the Necropolis outside the Nuceria Gate). 
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Task 3: on a topographic map, identify where your structure (or series of structures) is located and pick out any relevant buildings in the vicinity. Is your building part of a particular district?

Centralised – surrounded by smaller houses. 
Region VI – densely housed area (seems to be more buildings closer to each other) 
Suggested that this house was merged from 2 smaller properties into the one that has been recorded. 

Task 4: Identify any iconographic imagery (e.g., wall-paintings, etched (graffiti) images, statuary, mosaics, funerary reliefs, etc.). The goal is to identify material that you may find useful for your study. 

Latin ‘HAVE’ (welcome) mosaic at an entrance door to possibly signify wealth. 
Roughly 20 m2 floor mosaic depicting the battle of Issus (between alexander and Darius)
Bronze statue of dancing satyr portrayed as a faun in ‘impluvium’ (courtyard) 

Task 5: Identify a few items of material culture (physical objects), organic material (e.g., skeletal remains, archaeobotanical material, zooarchaeological material, etc.) or epigraphs evidence (e.g., inscriptions and graffiti) that have been discovered in connection with your building / site. The goal is to identify material that you may find useful for your study. 

Possibly found within the house:
· Mosaics 
· Bath complexes 
· Coins
· Jewellery 
· Furniture 
· Food 
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